ft  C k m $ 6 r^T 


BOROUGH  OF  BATLEY. 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

TOGETHER  WITH  THE 

REPORT  ON  THE  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 

OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN 

■ . - 

For  the  Year  1913, 

BY 

G.  H.  PEARCE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Medical  Officer  to  the  Education  Committee. 


BATLEY : 

J.  S.  Newsome,  Central  Printing  Works,  Commercial  Street. 

) 


BOROUGH  OF  BATLEY. 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OE  HEALTH, 

TOGETHER  WITH  THE 

REPORT  ON  THE  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 
OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN, 


For  the  Year  1913. 


BOROUGH  OF  BATLEY 


1913. 


SANITARY  COMMITTEE. 


Chairman 
Vice-Chairman  - 

Alderman  J.  W.  Blackburn,  J.P. 
Councillor  O.  Asquith. 

Councillor  F.  W.  H.  Auty. 
Councillor  H.  Blackburn. 
Councillor  J.  E.  Child. 

Councillor  W.  Fenton. 

Councillor  A.  Greenwood. 
Councillor  A.  Milnes. 


(Mayor). 

Councillor  W.  A.  Parker. 
Councillor  J.  Ramsden. 
Councillor  J.  Rogers. 
Councillor  H.  Sykes. 
Councillor  C.  H.  Talbot. 
Councillor  T.  Western. 
Councillor  N.  Winfield. 

Joseph  Hanson  Craik,  Town  Clerk. 


Councillor  G.  Hirst,  J.P. 
Councillor  B.  Turner,  J.P.,  C.C. 


EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


Chairman  - Councillor  G.  Hirst,  J.P. 


Vice-Chairman  - Councillor 

Alderman  H.  North. 

Alderman  F.  Priestley. 
Councillor  O.  Asquith. 

Councillor  E.  Bruce. 

Councillor  J.  E.  Child. 

Councillor  J.  Rogers. 

Councillor  H.  Sykes. 

Councillor  C.  H.  Talbot. 
Councillor  T.  Western. 


i.  Turner,  J.P.,  C.C.  (Mayor). 

County  Alderman 

J.  W.  Turner,  J.P- 
County  Councillor 

E.  Talbot,  J.P. 
Mr.  P.  Grogan. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Ineson,  J.P. 

Mr.  F.  Oates. 

Miss  M.  G.  Auty. 

Miss  E.  Critchley. 


G.  R.  H,  Danby,  M.A.,  Secretary  and  Director. 


Staff  of  the  J-fealth  Department 


Inspector  of  Nuisances: 

+ X * JOSEPH  LINDLEY. 

Assistant  Inspectors  of  Nuisances : 

° GEORGE  MILNER.  ° x IT  * FRANK  Q.  BARRY. 

Health  Visitor : 

§ t x * ALICE  MUSTO. 

School  Nurse : 

§ MARIE  NIBLETT. 

Public  Analyst  : 

F.  W.  RICHARDSON,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S. 

Veterinary  Surgeon  : 

G.  WHITEHEAD,  M.R.C.V.S. 

Cleric : 

FRANCIS  WHITEHEAD. 

Junior : 

NORMAN  TURNER. 

x Holds  Certificate  of  Sanitary  Inspector's  Examination  Board. 

* Associate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

X Holds  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Inspectors 
of  Nuisances. 

t Holds  School  Nurse's  and  Health  Visitor's  Certificates  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute. 

§ Holds  Certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board. 

IF  Holds  Certificate  for  Inspectors  of  Meat  and  other  Foods 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

+ Fellow  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  Association. 

° Member  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  Association. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer  : 

GEORGE  HARPER  PEARCE. 

M.D.  (Durh.),  D.P.H.  (Oamb.), 

Of  the  Inner  Temple,  Barrister-at-Law. 

Fellow  of  the  Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

Felloiv  of  the  Royal  Institute  oj  Public  Health. 

Member  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute , dec. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Batley. 

April  18th,  1914. 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors  of 

the  Borough  of  Batley, 

Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  again  submitting  for  your  informa- 
tion and  consideration  a report  upon  the  health  and  sanitary 
circumstances  of  the  Borough  during  the  year  1913. 

In  some  respects  it  should  be  a source  of  satisfaction 
both  to  yourselves  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town. 

The  birth  rate  of  23. 1 per  1,000  is  slightly  lower  than 
that  of  the  previous  year  but  is  higher  than  the  lowest  on 
record  for  Batley.  viz:  22.3  for  1910. 

The  death  rate  is  again  extremely  good  for  this  town 
it  being  12.5  for  residents  against  12.4  for  the  preceding 
year,  and  14  per  1,000  including  deaths  of  Batley  residents 
who  died  outside  the  Borough,  which  is  exactly  the  same 
rate  as  in  1912,  the  lowest  on  record.  The  death  rate  for 
the  96  Great  Towns  is  14.3.  These  rates  compared  with 
those  during  the  last  thirty  years  speak  for  themselves. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  is  115  per  1,000  as  against 
114  per  1,000  in  1912.  The  actual  number  of  infantile  deaths 
was  98  against  100  in  the  previous  year,  but  would  have 
been  considerably  less  had  it  not  been  for  a number  of  deaths 
amongst  infants  from  diarrhoea.  The  advice  given  to  the 
mothers  by  the  Health  Visitor  as  to  how  to  nurse  and  feed 
their  infants,  together  with  warnings  about  the  danger  of 
polluted  milk  and  fly  borne  diseases,  were-  undoubtedly  of 
much  benefit  in  saving  the  lives  of  many  of  these-  children. 
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It  is  pleasing  that  this  rate  is  ldwer  than  that  of  the  96 
Great  Towns  of  England  and  Wales  (117)  but  it  is  still 
higher  than  it  should  be. 

The  Zymotic  death  rate  is  1.0  per  1,000  against  1.5  for 
the  96  Great  Towns.  It  is  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year. 

A reference  to  the  following  pages  will  give  in  detail 
the  work  of  the  Health  Department  during  the-  past  twelve 
months.  Owing  to  the  unfortunate  illness  of  the  Inspector 
of  Nuisances  he  was  absent  from  duty  for  almost  four  months 
and  this,  together  with  a change  in  the  staff  which  deprived 
us  of  the  services  of  one  of  the  Assistant  Inspectors  for  two 
months,  necessarily  caused  a certain  amount  of  dislocation 
of  the  usual  routine. 

Notwithstanding  all  disadvantages  there  is  a steady  and 
pronounced  improvement  in  the  health  of  the-  town  and  I 
trust  this  will  continue  in  the  future. 

I have  the  honour  to  be  , 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen,  * 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  PEARCE. 
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StMMAEY  OF  STATISTICS,  1913. 


Area  of  Borough  (in  acres)  ...  . ...  3,227 

Population  at  Census  of  1911  ...  ...  ...  36,395 

Population  (estimated)  July  1st,  1913  ...  ...  36,775 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  at  Census 

of  1911  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9415 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house...  ...  4.0 

Density  of  Population  per  acre  ...  ...  11.4 

Number  of  Births  ...  ...  (Males  406) 

(Females  446)  852 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  ...  23.1 

Number  of  Deaths,  including  ...  (Males  251) 

residents  who  died  outside  Batley  (Females  266)  517 

Net  Death  Rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  14.0 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  residents  who  died  within 

the  district  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 2. 5 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  births  ...  ...  115 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  (all  forms)  per  1,000  of 

Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.0 

Phthisis  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  Population  ...  0.5 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  Population  ...  1.0 

Respiratory  Disease  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 

Population  (excluding  Phthisis)  ...  ...  2.1 

Cancer  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  Population  ...  1.0 

Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified 

under  Infectious  Disease  Notification  Act,  1889  143 

Number  of  Cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  80 

Number  of  Cases  of  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

notified  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  £146,412  10s. 

Rate  of  Id.  in  £1  produces  ...  ...  ...  £551 

Rainfall  in  inches  ...  ...  ...  ...  23.98 

Number  of  wet  days  ...  ...  ...  166 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES. 


A full  description  of  the  physical  features  of  the  Borough 
of  Batley  will  be  found  in  my  Annual  Reports  for  the  three 
preceding  years.  The  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are 
mostly  provided  in  the  numerous  mills  where  the  manu- 
facture of  heavy  woollen  goods,  shoddy,  and  mungo  is  carried 
on.  Numbers  are  also  employed  in  the  rag  trade-.  Female 
labour  is  largely  utilised  in  both  these  trades  in  addition  to 
the  employment  of  men.  Other  occupations  are-  furnished  in 
the  coal  mines,  at  ironworks,  as  railwaymen,  teamers,  general 
labourers,  &c. 

No  special  occupation  appears  to  have  any  particular 
influence  upon  the  public  health. 

RATEABLE  VALUE. 

The  rateable  value  of  property  within  the-  Borough  is 
£146,412  10s.  Od.  A penny  rate  realises  the  sum  of  £551 
in  round  figures.  During  1913  the  General  District  Rate  was 
5s.  2d.  in  the  £ and  the  Poor  Rate  4s.  8d. 

PARLIAMENTARY  AND  MUNICIPAL- VOTERS. 

The  number  of  voters  on  the  Parliamentary  Register  for 
Batley  for  1913  is  5,866.  The  number  of  names  on  the 
Burgess  Roll  for  the  same  year  is  8,411. 

POOR  LAW  RELIEF. 

During  1913  in  the  Parish  of  Batley  this  amounted  to 
£1060  15s.  7d.  as  against  £979  16s.  lid.  and  £1023  10s.  3d. 
respectively  in  the  two  previous  years. 

Apart  from  the  Poor  Law,  gratuitous  medical  relief 
is  obtained  at  the  Batley  and  District  Hospital,  an  institution 
established  in  1878,  supported  by  voluntary  contributions 
and  containing  45  beds.  A consulting  physician,  a consulting 
surgeon,  and  five  honorary  medical  officers  are  attached  to 
the  Hospital.  Further  gratuitous  medical  relief  is  obtained 
by  Batley  inhabitants  at  the  Bradford  and  Leeds  Infirmaries. 
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POPULATION. 


At  the  Census  of  1911  the  population  of  Batley  was 
returned  at  36,395.  The  Registrar  General  estimates  the 
population  of  Batley  at  the  middle  of  1913  as  36,775,  and 
it  is  upon  these  figures  the  various  rates  in  this  Report  are 
calculated.  The  estimated  population  of  the  Borough  (cal- 
culated by  taking  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths)  on  the 
31st  December  1913  is  37,146. 


The  growth  of  the  population  of  Batley  is  shewn  by  a 
comparison  of  the  figures  taken  at  each  Census  since 
1851:— 


Census 

1851 

1861 

1871 

1881 

1891 

1901 

1911 

Population 

9,308 

14,173 

20,868 

27,508 

28,719 

30,321 

36,395 

Four  Wards  are  comprised  in  the  Municipal  Borough  as 
under  : — 


Ward 

Population 

1911  Census. 

Estimated  Area 
in  Acres. 

East  Ward 

12,148 

350 

West  Ward 

8,171 

606 

North  Ward 

11,116 

1,087  | 

Soothill  Ward 

£960 

1,184 

DENSITY  OF  POPULATION. 

At’  the  Census  of  1911  the  number  of  persons  to  the 
acre  in  Batley  was  11.2.  At  the  middle  of  1913  this  figure 
was  approximately  11.4  or  7,296  persons  to  the  square  mile. 

Whenever  there  are-  more  than  400  persons  to  the 
square  mile  mortality  is  adversely  affected. 

MARRIAGES  IN  THE  BOROUGH. 

These  figures  are  not  available  and  could  not  be  ob- 
tained. 
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METEOROLOGY. 


A table  is  given  shewing  the  barometrical  pressure 
and  the  temperature  for  which  I am  indebted  to  the  kind- 
ness of  Mr.  F.  B.  Hirst  who  is  in  charge  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Department  of  the  Batley  Co-operative-  Society.  The 
figures  which  give  the  rainfall  are  supplied  by  the-  Borough 
Engineer  to  whom  I am  also  indebted. 

The  prevailing  wind  in  Batley  is  westerly,  it  being  in 
this  direction  for  about  nine  months  in  the  year. 
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Figures  supplied  by  Mr.  F.  B.  Hirst,  M.P.S.  Figures  supplied  by  the  Borough  Engineer, 

Mr.  0.  J.  Kirby,  A.M.I.C.E. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


For  most  of  tlie  following  information  I am  indebted  to 
the  courtesy  of  the  Water  Engineer. 

The  Borough  of  Bailey  is  supplied  with  water  from  its 
own  reservoirs  situated  amongst  the  hills  near  Holmfirth. 
These  reservoirs  are  three  in  number,  and  are  known  as  the 
Yateholme,  Riding  Wood,  and  Ramsden.  An  additional  supply 
is  obtained  from  the  Dewsbury  and  Heckmondwike  Water 
Board. 

The  Urban  District  of  Soothill  Upper  was  supplied  with 
water  by  the  Halifax  Corporation,  and  the  part  of  this  dis- 
trict absorbed  into  Batley  still  retains  this  source  of  supply. 

There  are  four  reservoirs  in  connection  with  the  water 
supply  of  the  Borough,  viz: — Yateholme,  Riding  Wood, 
Ramsden,  and  Staincliffe. 

A full  description  of  these  is  given  in  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  of  the  Borough  for  1911. 

There  has  been  no  shortage  in  the  supply  during  1913. 
It  is  constant. 

The  water,  coming  from  the  moorlands  as  it  does,  may 
be  expected  to  occasionally  dissolve  lead  from  the  service 
pipes  and  cause  lead  poisoning  in  some  of  those  persons  who 
may  consume  it.  There  are  specially  constructed  flood  gates 
in  the  streams  which  feed  the  impounding  reservoirs  and 
by  their  means  the  flood  waters  which  contain  the  first 
washings  off  peaty  soil  after  heavy  rain — which  washings  are 
most  likely  to  act  on  lead — are  excluded  from  the  reservoirs. 

No  case  of  lead  poisoning  due  to  drinking  water  has 
become  known  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  1913 
and  such  was  also  the  case  during  1912. 

During  1913  the  Avork  of  scraping  the  trunk  main  was 
completed.  This  main  is  17£  miles  in  length,  and  scraping 
was  commenced  in  1912.  As  a result  about  40  per  cent. 
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more  water  is  delivered  from  the  reservoirs  at  Holmfirth 
than  was  the  case  previously,  owing  to  gradual  occlusion  of 
the  pipe  line  by  vegetable  growths  and  other  deposits  within 
it. 


The  average  number  of  wet  days  each  year  at  Ramsden 
reservoir  taken  over  a period  of  the  last  34  years  was  158, 
and  the  average  yearly  rainfall  for  the  same  period  was 
58.  7 inches. 

The  condition  of  the  Batley  water  from  the  bacterio- 
logical and  chemical  standpoints  is  shewn  by  the  following 
reports  : — 


Public  Health  Laboratory, 
County  Hall, 
Wakefield. 


REPORT  ON  THE  BACTERIOLOGICAL 
EXAMINATION  OF:— 

Sample  of  Water  from  Staincliffe  Reservoir.  Received  Jan. 
23rd,  1914. 

Bacterial  Content.  Average  number  of  organisms  de- 
veloping on  gelatine  plates  incubated  for  3 days  at  20  °C.  = 
25  per  C.C. 

B.eoli.  B.coli  was  found  to  be  present  in  5 c.c.  of  water 
but  not  in  quantities  under  5 c.c. 

B.  enteritidis  sporogenes.  Not  present  in  5 c.c.  or  10 
c.c.  of  water. 

Streptococci.  Not  present  in  25  c.c.  of  water  or  in 
quantities  under  5 c.c. 

(Signed)  P.  L.  Sutherland, 
28/1/14. 
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County  Analyst’s, 

Bradford, 

Deer.  11th,  1913. 

ANALYTICAL  REPORT  UPON  3 SAMPLES  OF  WATER. 

No.  1.  Batley  Water  from  well  at  Staincliffe 
Reservoir. 


Description.  No.  2.  Dewsbury  Water 

from  inlet 

at  Stain- 

cl  iff  e 

Reservoir. 

No.  3.  Halifax 

Water  from  service  pipe  in 

Soothill. 

Grains  per  Gallon 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Total  Solid  Matters 

3.0 

7.0 

7.6 

Chlorine  (Combined) 

.4 

1.1 

1.0 

Nitrites 

None 

None 

None 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

None 

None 

None 

Free  Ammonia 

.0035 

.0021 

.0007 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

.0021 

.0014 

.0021 

Lead 

None 

None 

None 

Total  Hardness  (Clark’s  Scale)  1.  8 

3.0 

3.0 

Temporary  Hardness 

Permanent  Hardness 

Amount  of  Lead  taken 
up  after  exposure  to 
bright  lead  sheet 

1/  7th. 

l/20th. 

l/20th. 

These  are  all  organically  pure  and  soft  waters. 

No.  1 is  about  half  as  hard  as  Nos.  2 and  3.  It  also  con- 
tains rather  less  than  half  the  amount  of  solid  matters  and 
chlorine. 

Exposed  to  bright  lead  sheet  for  24  hours  the  waters 
take  up  1 /7th,  l/20th,  and  l/20th,  grains  per  gallon  of  lead. 
It  will  be  seen  that  No.  1 has  taken  up  nearly  three  times  as 
much  lead  as  Nos.  2 and  3 but  in  neither  water  is  the  lead 
taken  up  sufficient  to  indicate  that  there  will  be  plumbo- 
solvent  action  upon  lead  surface  piping  which  has  been  in 
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use  for  some  time.  The  test  is  extreme  and  only  when  about 
one-fourth  of  a grain  of  lead  is  taken  up  in  this  time  from 
bright  lead  sheet  is  the  water  likely  to  act,  and  that  even 
only  in  a small  degree  upon  old  lead  piping. 

(Signed)  F.  W.  Richardson. 

In  consequence  of  a request  made-  by  Dr.  Kaye  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  West  Riding  County  Council, 
two  samples  of  water  which  were  taken  from  the'  tap  in  the 
house  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Batley  were  sent 
to  him  in  order  that  they  might  be  tested  for  plumbo- 
solvency.  The  results  obtained  as  stated  in  the  report  fur- 
nished by  Dr.  Kaye,  were  as  follows  : — 

Sample  A — After  standing  12  hours  contained  l/20th  of  a 
grain  of  lead  per  gallon. 

Sample  B — After  standing  half  an  hour  contained  l/25th  of 
a grain  of  lead  per  gallon. 

POLLUTION  OF  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  Batley  Beck  is  polluted  by  dye  waters  and  trade 
waste.  The  Authority  exercising  supervision  is  the  West 
Riding  of  Yorkshire  Rivers  Board. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

For  most  of  the  following  information  I am  indebted 
to  the  Borough  Engineer. 

The  main  sewage  outfall  works  are  about  six  acres  in 
extent  and  situated  near  Bradford  Road  within  the  Borough. 
During  1912  application  was  made  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  for  sanction  to  extend  these  works  very  considerably 
at  a,  cost  of  £16,395.  This  amount  was  amended  during 
1913  to  £18,395.  and  sanction  having  been  obtained  to 
borrow  that  amount  the  work  is  now  in  progress. 

It  not  being  possible  to  drain  all  portions  of  the  Borough 
into  the  Sewage  Works  owing  to  its  hilly  nature  various 
arrangements  are  made  for  dealing  with  the-  sewage  in  those 
cases  where  for  physical  reasons  it  cannot  be  conveyed  to 
the  main  works. 
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These  are  as  follows  : 


(1)  Small  sewage  outfall  works  at  Howden  Clough  which 

purify  the  sewage  of  that  district. 

(2)  Small  sewage  outfall  works  at  Howley  Beck. 

(3)  Small  sewage  purification  works  at  Lamplands 

Nursery. 

(4)  The  domestic  sewage  from  about  600  acres  in  the 

Hey  Beck  district  of  the  Soothill  Ward  drains  into 
the  Ardsley  Sewage  outfall  works  under  agreement 
with  the  Urban  District  Council.  The  surface  water 
from  this  district  drains  into  the  Hey  Beck  and 
its  tributaries. 

(5)  Sixty  acres  in  the  Staincliffe  district  drain  into  the 

Heckmondwike  sewers  under  agreement  with  the 
Urban  District  Council. 

(6)  About  700  acres  from  the  Soothill  Ward  and  2|  acres 

from  Cresswell  Lane  in  the  Staincliffe  district  drain 
into  the  Dewsbury  sewers  under  agreement  with 
that  Corporation. 

Most  of  the  surface  water  and  storm  water  opens  directly 
into  the  Batley  Beck  or  its  tributaries. 

There  are  seven  outfalls  for  the  sewage.  The  main 
outfall  is  2J  miles  long  and  there  are  about  28  miles  of  con- 
tributory sewers,  exclusive  of  those  in  the  Soothill  Ward. 

The  Sewage  gravitates  into  a detritus  tank,  except  the 
sewage  from  Batley  Carr,  which  is  pumped  in.  The  capacity 
of  this  tank  is  94,000  gallons.  From  here  the  sewage  is 
pumped  to  a septic  tank  having  a capacity  of  1,750,000 
gallons,  and  thence  gravitates  to  bacteria  beds.  During  1910 
three  additional  bacteria  beds  were-  constructed  and  further 
extensions  are  in  progress  as  previously  stated. 

The  three  Dortmund  Tanks  which  were  constructed  for 
the  purpose  of  intercepting  the  solids  passing  from  the  septic 
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tank  to  the  Alter  beds  have  had  deep  scum  boards  affixed 
the  result  being  a further  puriAcation  of  the  effluent. 

The  dry  weather  Aow  to  the  main  outfall  works  at 
Bradford  Road  is  550,000  gallons  of  domestic  sewage  and 
350,000  gallons  of  trade  waste  in  twenty-four  hours.  Storm 
water  beds  are  provided  2,800  yards  in  area  and  three  feet 
deep.  Ventilation  of  the  sewers  is  performed  by  manholes 
and  shafts.  The  sewers  are  Aushed  frequently  by  special 
carts  which  have  each  a capacity  of  300  gallons  of  water. 

Building  operations  in  the  Soothill  Ward  necessitate  a 
short  length  of  sewer  being  laid  in  Oaks  Road.  This  is  to 
be  undertaken  at  once  by  Lord  Savile’s  agent. 

Longlands  Road  has  been  sewered  and  the-  sewage  from 
the  district  connected  with  the  Dewsbury  sewers  by  agree- 
ment with  the  Dewsbury  Corporation. 

In  Caledonia  Road  a 12  inch  pipe  sewer  has  been  sub- 
stituted for  a rubble  wall  sewer. 

In  Bromley  Street  the  sewer  which  was  laid  by  the 
estate  owners  about  30  years  ago  was  not  at  a sufficient 
depth,  neither  was  it  laid  to  a self  cleansing  gradient. 
During  the  year  it  has  been  lowered  an  average  of  6 feet 
and  laid  to  a gradient  of  1 in  169. 

Building  operations  have  nearly  overtaken  the  puriAca- 
tion capacity  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  but  the  Local 
G-overnment  Board’s  recent  sanction  for  borrowing  for  the 
further  extension  of  the  Works  will  prevent  any  difficulty 
arising  as  the  work  of  extension  is  well  in  hand. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

During  1913  the  number  of  privies  converted  to  water 
closets  amounted  to  943.  The  number  of  additional  water 
closets  provided  for  old  property  was  59  and  the  number 
of  water  closets  provided  for  new  houses  was  60. 
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The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  reported  at  the-  end  of  1913 
that  no  offensive  or  insanitary  privies  or  privy  middens 
existed  within  the  Borough  (with  the  exception  of  those  it 
was  at  present  impossible  to  drain)  where  Statutory  Notices 
had  not  been  served  upon  the  owners  to  abate  the  nuisance. 
He  also  reported  that  not  one  of  these  Notices  was  outstand- 
ing and  that  in  every  case  the  matter  was  in  hand. 


The  closet  accommodation  in  Batley  at  the  close  of  the 
year.  1913  was  as  under: — 


Number  of  Privies  with  covered  middens.. 
Number  of  Pail  or  Tub  Closets  ...  V . 
Number  of  Water  Closets 
Number  of  Waste  Water  Closets  ... 

Blocks  of  Trough  Water  Closets... 


219 

36 

6,858 

6 

51 


i 

! 


255 


6,864 


The  Trough  Water  Closets  are  discharged  daily  by  a 
man  who  until  recently  devoted  his  whole  time-  to  the  pur- 
pose. He  now  does  additional  work  by  keeping  the-  public 
urinals  in  order.  His  wages  of  25s.  per  week  were  raised  to 
27s.  Id.  per  week  from  July  1st,  1913.  Trough  Water  Closets 
are  frequently  a source  of  nuisance  and  their  abolition  in 
Batley  would  be  both  a financial  gain  and  an  improvement 
in  sanitation. 

Public  opinion  is  not  yet  ripe  in  Batley  for  the  in- 
sistence of  one  water  closet  being  provided  for  each  house. 
This  is  the  ideal  which  should  be  aimed  at  on  both  sanitary 
and  moral  ground^  and  I am  of  opinion  that  it  is  a matter 
which  should  be  considered  by  the  Corporation,  at  any  rate 
so  far  as  all  new  property  is  concerned.  At  the  present  time 
the  minimum  requirement  is  one  closet  to  every  two  houses. 
Many  houses  possess  one  or  more  water  closets  but  such  is 
not  entirely  the  case.  In  the  large  majority  of  instances  the 
occupants  share  with  the  occupants  of  another  house. 

, * _j  jgc  ; ' 

\ “ SCAVENGING. 


The  scavenging  of  the  public  streets  is  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  General  Works  Committee  through  the  Borough 
Surveyor.  All  other  scavenging  is  performed  by  a staff  of 
men  employed  by  the  Sanitary  Committee-. 
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The  refuse  of  the  town  is  disposed  of  principally  by 
burning  at  the  Refuse  Destructor.  This  apparatus  is  of"the 
Horsfall  type  consisting  of  four  cells.  It  was  erected  in  1904 
at  a cost  of  £6,061. 

During  1913  it  has  been  occasionally  out  of  order  and 
not  working.  The  Sanitary  Committee  has  no  control  over 
the  Destructor  it  being  under  the  authority  of  the-  Electricity 
Committee  and  its  primary  function  has  been  to  generate 
steam  for  the  partial  supply  of  the  boilers  at  the  Electricity 
Works.  The  burning  of  refuse  has  been  a secondary  con- 
sideration and  consequently  from  the  Health  Department’s 
point  of  view  this  has  not  been  satisfactory. 

I have  referred  to  this  matter  in  previous  Annual 
Reports  and  it  has  now  been  decided  that  from  April  1st, 
1914  the  Destructor  shall  be  under  the  control  of  the 
Sanitary  Committee  and  that  the  price  paid  by  the 
Electricity  Committee  to  the  Sanitary  Committee-  for  steam 
shall  be  reduced  from  £250  to  £50  per  annum.  It  is  hoped 
that  under  the  new  arrangement  more-  refuse  will  be  burnt 
as  the  production  of  steam  will  be  a secondary  object. 

Erom  its  siz^e  the  Destructor  should-  be  easily  able-  to 
destroy  the  whole  of  the  town’s  refuse*. 

Eorty-nine  truck  loads  of  nightsoil  have  been  sent  out 
of  the  town  by  rail  for  tillage  purposes.  The  amount  re- 
ceived in  payment  for  this  was  £9  3s.  9d.  and  £15  19s.  9d. 
has  been  received  in  payment  for  glass  and  old  iron,  a total 
of  £25  3s.  6d. 

Against  this  must  be  put  £3  the  cost  of  15  visits  to 
Wakefield  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  to  dispose-  of  the 
nightsoil  and  £12  2s.  9d.  the  cost  of  repairs  and  renewals 
to  wagons. 

Four  old  wagons  which  were  not  worth  the  cost  of  re- 
pairing were  disposed  of  for  £43. 

During  the  year  2,140  loads  of  ashes  have  been  de- 
posited at  the  Park  for  the  purpose  of  levelling  up  certain 
ground  for  tennis  playing  and  other  games.  Strict  instruc- 
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tions  are  given  that  vegetable  refuse  or  any  noxious  material 
is  not  to  be  deposited  there  and  of  course-  no  night-soil  is, 
or  ever  has  been,  allowed,  to  be-  placed  there. 

Soil  to  the  depth  of  two  feet  is  laid  on  the  top  of  all 
and  will  be  sown  with'  grass.  It  is  expected  that  at  the 
present  rate  of  progress  it  will  take  three  to  four  years  to 
complete  the  work. 

For  special  purposes  of  this  nature  and  temporary  in 
character  no  objection  can  be  raised  from  a public  health 
standpoint  provided  the  above  instructions  are  complied 
with  and  the  place  of  deposit  is  suitable. 

The  case  of  the  Grange  Road  Tip  at  Soothill  is  somewhat 
different.  There  eve-ry  kind  of  refuse  is  tipped  as  was  the 
custom  before  this  portion  of  Soothill  came  into  the  Borough. 
I have  previously  referred  to  the-  desirability  of  this  practice 
ceasing  at  Grange  Road. 

A refuse  tip  is  not  sanitary  and  should  not  be  per- 
mitted if  the  refuse  can  be  otherwise  destroyed. 

The  only  method  which  can  be  considered  proper  and 
desirable  is  destruction  of  all  town’s  refuse  by  fire-  in  a 
proper  apparatus,  and,  as  soon  as  the  Batley  destructor  has 
been  overhauled  and  put  in  proper  order  there  would  seem 
to  be  no  reason  why  all  the  refuse  of  the-  Borough  should 
not  be  destroyed  in  this  manner. 

The  scavenging  is  performed  on  the  following  occasions 


Centre  of  town 

, 52 

times 

yearly 

Park  Road  District  ... 

. 26 

99 

Mount  Pleasant  District 

18 

99 

9 9 

Batley  Carr  District  ... 

17 

„ 

99 

Soothill  and  Hanging  Heaton  ... 

15 

99 

99 

Pail  closets,  -Slaughter  house  refuse  &c. 

52 

99 

99 

Extra  attention  is  given  to  congested  areas  in  hot  and 
dry  weather. 


The  total  cost  of  scavenging  during  1913  was  £2,004 
13s.  6d. 

The  number  of  covered  metal  ash  bins  in  the-  Borough 
on  December  31st  1913,  was  2,981  and  the  number  of  fixed 
brick  receptacles  for  dry  ashes  and  refuse-  1,036. 
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Table  showing  for  each  month  the  Scavenging  of  the  Borough. 


INSPECTIONS  OF  DISTRICT1. 


The  following  is  a list  of  work  performed  by  the  in- 
spector  of  Nuisances  and  the  Assistant  Inspectors  during 
1913. 


Mr.  Lindley, 
Inspector  of 
Nuisances. 

Mr.  Milner, 
Assistant 
Inspector. 

Mr.  Benson,* 
Assistant 
Inspector. 

Mr.  Barry,* 
Assistant 
Inspector. 

Inspections  of  Slaughter  Houses  ... 

4 

452 

312 

,,  ,,  Cowsheds  and  Milk 

Purveyors  ... 

5 

181 

116 

,,  ,,  Bakehouses  ... 

2 

37 

48 

,,  „ Common  Lodging 

Houses 

2 

91 

39 

„ ,,  Offensive  Trade 

Premises  . .. 

2 

108 

32 

,,  ,,  Fried  Fish  Shops 

2 

329 

197 

„ ,,  Ice  Cream  Shops 

108 

15 

„ „ Workshops  ... 

11 

211 

159 

„ ,,  Houses  under  Housing 

(Inspection  of  District) 

Regulations 

584 

317 

152 

35 

Visits  to  Infected  Houses 

123 

17 

79 

71 

Visits  paid  respecting  Keeping  of 

Animals  ... 

2 

5 

1 

„ ,,  to  Factories  ... 

128 

,,  ,,  ,,  Manure  Accumulations 

2 

120 

2 

,,  „ ,,  Overcrowded  Houses 

3 

16 

,,  ,,  on  Various  Accounts  ... 

25 

67 

20 

Complaints  Registered 

89 

29 

3 

1 

Houses  found  damp  through  leaking 

roofs 

33 

8 

1 

3 

Houses  found  damp  through  defective 

fall  pipes 

9 

8 

Drains  Inspected  ... 

750 

1103 

2 

Drains  found  defective  or  stopped  ... 

45 

88 

4 

1 

Persons  cautioned  in  consequence  of 

nuisances  found 

6 

105 

4 

Notice  verbally  given  to  persons 

87 

13 

10 

6 

Smoke  observations  taken  ... 

99 

Letters  posted 

138 

Food  samples  purchased  for  analysis 

76 

Flock  ,,  obtained  ,,  ,, 

4 

* Mr.  Benson  resigned  his  position  to  take  up  a post  as 
Inspector  in  the  Health  Department  of  the-  City  of 
Birmingham,  in  July,  1913. 


* Mr.  Barry  commenced  his  duties  in  Batley  in  October, 
1913. 
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Total  number  of  Inspections  made  in  1913  ....  ...  6,462 

Informal  Notices  served  369  Complied  with  ...  369 

Statutory  Notices  served  580  Complied  with  ...  531 

Total  number  of  nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1912  ...  241 

Total  number  of  nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1913  ...  132 

Total  number  of  nuisances  reported  during  1913  ...  1,012 

Total  number  of  nuisances  abated  during  1913  ...  880 

Total  summonses  or  other  legal  proceedings  respect- 
ing nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 


In  this  part  of  Yorkshire  it  is  a common  practice  for 
householders  to  pour  domestic  slops  down  the  street  gullies. 

The  Inspectors  warn  offenders  of  the  danger  to  health 
caused  through  this  but  ‘the  custom  seems  so  deeply  rooted 
that  it  is  almost  hopeless  to  attempt  to  stop  it. 

Unlike  most  other  towns  the  Corporation  empties  the 
house  gullies  on  private  property  two  men  being  employed 
for  this  purpose  at  an  annual  cost  of  £140  16s.  8d. 

This  is  not  the  duty  of  the  Corporation  and  an  enquiry 
was  made  as  to  the  desirability  of  continuing  the  work  the 
custom  followed  in  fifty-four  other  towns  being  ascertained. 
After  discussion  the  Sanitary  Committee  decided  not  to 
continue  it  but  on  the  minutes  of  that  Committee  coming 
up  for  confirmation  by  the  Council  the  Committee’s  decision 
was  reversed. 

The  periodical  removal  of  stable  manure  as  provided 
for  in  the  Borough  byelaws  is  insisted  upon  and  by  this 
means  some  of  the  favourite  breeding  places  of  flies  are 
attacked  and  eggs  prevented  from  coming  to  maturity. 

The  byel,aws  relating  to  pig  keeping  are  also  enforced 
and  nuisances  likely  to  arise  from  pigstys  prevented.  It 
should  be  remembered  that  the  pig  is  hot  naturally  the  filthy 
animal  he  is  made  to  appear  to  be  when  kept  in  a sty  which 
has  not  been  cleansed  for  such  lengthy  periods  as  is  frequently 
the  custom.  It  shoul.d  also  be  realised  'that  it  is  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  pig  keeper  that  his  swine  should  be  kept 


under  hygienic  conditions.  They  thrive  much  better,  are  not 
so  subject  to  disease,  and  nuisanc'es  to  residents  are  not 
caused  by  keeping  these  animals  if  under  proper  conditions. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  some  lectures  were  com- 
menced in  the  town  on  poultry  keeping.  They  were  well 

attended. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  this  industry  should  be  en- 
couraged and  it  is  a useful  and  profitable  hobby  for  many 
workers  to  take  up. 

It  is  hoped  the  lectures  will  have  a good  result  and  that 
the  keeping  of  fowls  in  small  back  yards  in  close  proximity 
to  dwellings  will  cease,  not  through  the  intervention  of  the 
Sanitary  Authority,  but  through  the  increased  knowledge  of 
those  who  wish  to  keep  fowls  under  proper  conditions.  If 
this  result  is  achieved  benefit  will  accrue  to  all’parties  con- 
cerned. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

During  the  year  the  following  structural  work  has  been 


carried  out : — 

Anchor  Mill. 
Blakeridge  Mill. 
Cheapside  Mill. 

Dale  Street  Mill. 
Perseverance  Mill. 

Stainclifl'e  Low  Mill. 


Mechanical  Stokers. 

Induced  draught. 

Induced  draught. 

Gas  Plant. 

Smoke  consuming  apparatus 
and  steam  jets. 

Steam  jets. 


The  subject  of  nuisance  caused  by  the  pollution  of  the 
atmosphere  by  the  discharge  into  it  of  black  smoke  from  mill 
chimneys  has  been  referred  to  from  time  to  time  at  meet- 
ings :of  the  Sanitary  Committee.  Reports  have  been  presented 
and  considered  in  respect  of  observations  taken  by  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


At  a meeting  of  this  Committee  on  January  22nd  the 
Chairman  was  asked  to  see  one  of  the  manufacturers  res- 
pecting the  emission  of  black  smoke  from  his  chimney  and 


at  a meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Wednesday  May  28th 
the  following  resolution  was  passed  : — 

“ That  it  be  referred  to  the  Town  Clerk  to  confer 
with  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  to  give  instructions  for 
the  taking  of  observations  as  to  the  emission  of  black 
smoke  from  mill  chimneys  within  the  Borough  and  the 
making  of  reports  thereon  from  time  to  time  to  this 
Committee.  ” 

A further  resolution  was  passed  at  a meeting  of  the 
Sanitary  Committee  on  Wednesday  June  11th  as  follows: — 

“ That  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  be  instructed  to 
give  continued  attention  to  the  matter  and  that  he-  prepare 
and  submit  to  this  Committee  a report  in  detail  showing 
what  fireplaces  or  furnaces  are  at  present  in  use  in  the 
various  mills  and  other  manufacturing  and  trade  processes 
within  the  Borough  as  above  mentioned  and  upon  the 
steps  which  ought  to  be  taken  in  each  case  in  order  that 
the  same  shall  be  constructed  in  such  a manner  as  to  con- 
sume, so  far  as  practicable  having  regard  to  the  nature  of 
trade,  all  smoke  arising  therefrom  and  that  lie  also  report 
to  this  committee  at  each  meeting  any  nuisance  arising 
from  the  emission  of  black  smoke  in  such  quantities  as 
to  be  a nuisance  from  any  chimney  not  being  the  chimney 
of  a private  dwelling  house.” 

The  allegations  of  noxious  smells  from  the  pit  heaps  in 
connection  with  the  Soothill  Wood  Colliery  and  Messrs. 
Critchley’s  Colliery  have  engaged  much  attention  on  the 
part  of  the  Sanitary  Committee.  A special  sub-committee  was 
again  formed  to  deal  with  the  complaints  and  outside  expert 
advice  at  much  expense  was  sought  and  obtained.  The 
complaints  were  not  nearly  so  frequent  during  the  autumn 
and  an  improvement  in  the  previous  conditions  had  resulted 
before  the  end  of  the  year. 

It  may  here  be  of  interest  to  refer  to  an  extract  from 
the  Dewsbury  Reporter  of  March  26th  1864  which  shews 
the  Smoke  Nuisance  to  be  a subject  of  discussion  fifty  years 
ago. 
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‘‘  MEETING  OF  THE  SMOKE  CONSUMING  COMMITTEE. 


A meeting  of  the  committee  appointed  at  the  meeting  held 
on  the  18th  inst.,  met  at  the  Wilton  Arms  on  Thursday 
evening  last.  Mr.  Samuel  Jubb  presided.  Mr.  Wildsmith 
and  Mr.  David  Wilson  were  chosen  as  a deputation  to 
wait  upon  the  Board  of  Health  to  state  that  the  manu- 
facturers and  others  had  taken  the  question  of  consumption 
of  smoke  under  consideration  and  were  determined,  if 
possible,  to  remedy  the  smoke  nuisance,  and  to  ask  the 
Board  to  extend  the  time  at  which  their  notices  stated 
action  would  be  taken  against  offenders.  It  was  decided 
that  a deputation  of  the  committee  should  inspect  Mr.  W. 
Winn’s  apparatus  at  work  at  the  manufactories  of  Messrs. 
B.  Brearley  & Sons  and  Messrs.  Stubley’s  ; and  also  the 
consumer,  Lockwood’s  patent,  working  at  the  Victoria  and 
Branch  mills,  and  other  places,  with  any  other  method  of 
burning  smoke  in  use  and  to  report  thereon. 

Messrs.  Joseph  Blackburn  and  Joseph  Newsome  (an 
engineer)  reported  that  they  had  been  to  Bradford,  and 
had  inspected  some  smoke  burners  in  that  town.  They 
find  that  at  most  places  where  they  had  been  in  use  they 
were  discarded,  either  from  the  inefficiency  of  the  appa- 
ratus or  a want  of  perseverance  on  the  part  of  the  fire- 
man or  the  masters,  or  a leniency  on  the  part  of  the  Cor- 
poration. They  visited  Saltaire,  the  works  of  Titus  Salt, 
Esq.,  and  found  that  smoke  was  consumed  at  that  place, 
owing  to  the  determination  of  the  proprietor,  showing  that 
“ where  there’s  a will  there’s  a way  ” and  not  only  was 
the  smoke  made  nil,  but  a real  saving  of  three  per  cent, 
was  affected,  after  deducting  labour  and  cost  of  apparatus 
for  the  abatement  of  the  nuisance.” 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY 
BYELAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 

There  are  five  tripe  boiling  establishments.  At  one  of 
these  bone  grinding  is  carried  on,  and  four  of  them  render 
fat  which  is  largely  sold  for  frying  fish  and  potatoes. 
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The  premises  are  inspected  weekly,  and  are  kept  in  fair 
condition.  Difficulty  in  administration  i,s  experienced  as  up 
to  the  present  no  Byelaws  respecting  Offensive  Trades  have 
been  adopted  by  the  Corporation. 

I again  recommend  that  consideration  be  given  to  this 
matter,  and  that  steps  be  taken  to  obtain  the  sanction  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  to  the  adoption  of  a set  of 
Byelaws  which  would  enable  better  supervision  to  be  exer- 
cised over  Offensive  Trades  by  the-  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment. 

HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

Byelaws  with  respect  to  Houses  let  in  Lodgings  were 
adopted  by  the  Corporation  in  February,  1889,  and  approved 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  in  April  of  the  same  year. 

There  are  no  houses  of  this  nature  in  the-  Borough. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  four  registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  in 
Batley. 

One  is  for  both  males  and  females,  and  is  kept  in  good 
condition.  The  other  three  are  for  males  only.  They  are 
all  regularly  inspected  and  th-eir  condition  is  now  quite  as 
good  as  can  be  expected. 

There  is  not  at  present  any  necessity  for  regulations  in 
respect  of  underground  sleeping  rooms  (Housing  and  Town 
Planning  &c.  Act  1909  Section  17  (7.),  but  it  is  desirable 
the  matter  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  in  view  of  possible 
use  being  made  of  underground  rooms  for  such  purposes  at 
any  future  period. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  thirteen  Elementary  Schools  containing 
twenty-nine  departments  within  the  Borough  of  Batley 
under  the  control  of  the  Batley  Education  Committee. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  being  also  School  Medical 
Officer,  full  particulars  relating  to  the  Medical  Inspection  of 
Children  in  the  Elementary  Schools  together  with  the  sani- 
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tary  condition  and  water  supply  of  such  schools  is  to  be 
found  in  the  report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  on  the 
Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  within  the  Borough 
for  1912.  Particulars  are  also  given  as  to  action  taken  in 
relation  to  the  health  of  the  scholars  and  for  preventing  the 
spread  of  disease. 

That  report  is  part  of  the  present  volume. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

There  are  sixty -four  cowsheds  in  Batley  with  an  ap- 
proximate number  of  418  milch,  cows.  Two  of  these  sheds 
belonging  respectively  to  Mrs.  Tate,  Hanging  Heaton,  and 
Mr.  Firth,  Cresswell  Lane,  contained  no  cattle  at  the  close 

of  1913. 

The  following  table  shews  the  cubic  capacity  per  cow  : — 
Air  space  per  cow.  Number  of  Sheds. 


Over 

1,000 

cubic  feet 

. . . 

11 

do. 

800 

and  under 

1,000  cubic  feet  ... 

12 

do. 

600 

do. 

800 

do. 

24 

do. 

400 

do. 

600 

do. 

13 

do. 

300 

do. 

400 

do. 

3 

Under 

300 

cubic  feet 

1 

64 


The  cowsheds,  as  the  result  of  more  supervision,  are 
kept  in  a better  condition.  Three  hundred  and  two  inspec- 
tions of  cowsheds  were  made  in  1913.  The  large  heaps  of 
manure  close  to  the  doors,  which  had  been  there  for  months 
are  no  longer  seen  and  the  interiors  are  regularly  lime- 
waslied  and  cleansed.  They  are  also  belter  ventilated  and 
lighted  although  there  is  still  room  for  improvement  here. 
The  old  idea  that  cows  give  mere  milk  when  closely  herded 
together  in  dark  ill  ventilated  sheds  take-s;  much  dissipat- 
ing but  the  more  enlightened  cow  keepers  realise  that  cows 
give  as  much  and  more  milk  when  kjept  under  hygienic 
conditions,  and  that  tubercular  diseases  are  not  nearly  so 
common  amongst  them. 
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Hence  by  improving  the  sanitation  the  profit  is  in- 
creased and  this  latter  after  all  is  most  likely  to  stimulate- 
reform. 


From  the  above  table  it  is  seen  that  in  the-  majority 
of  cowsheds  the  cubic  space  is  satisfactory  but  in  at  least 
seventeen  such  cannot  be  said  to  be^  the  case.  The  only 
structural  alteration  carried  out  during  the  year  Avas  the 
fixing  of  a new  tipple,  window  in  the  cowshed  of  Mr.  A.  K. 
Thompson,  Field  Head  Farm. 

At  the  present  time  when  so  much  attention  is  being 
given  throughout  the  country  to  the  prevention  of  tuber- 
culosis it  cannot  be  said  that  all  the  ordinary  sources  of  in- 
fection are  guarded  against  if  no  steps  are  taken  to  ensure 
the  milk  supply  being  fr'ee  from  germs  of  this  disease. 

It  is  now  well  known  that  tubercular  milk  is  very 
common — the  London  milk  supply  for  instance  having  been 
found  to  contain  at  least  ten  per  cent,  of  tubercular  samples 
and  in  a recent  examination  of  the  Edinburgh  milk  supply 
more  than  this  has  been  demonstrated — and  it  is  also  firmly 
established  that  tubercular  milk,  is  the  cause  of  very  many 
deaths  from  tuberculosis.  During  the  past  four  yiears  I have 
repeatedly  pointed  out  the  desirability  of  regular  veterinary 
inspection  of  cows  in.  Batley  cowsheds  in  order  that  this 
danger  may  be  guarded  against’.  I regret  that  the-  Sanitary 
Committee  is  still  of  opinion  that  my  proposals  are  un- 
necessary. There  are  fe-w  Boroughs  or  even  small  Urban 
Districts  which  have  not  taken  action  in  this  direction  and 
I trust  that  something  will  ultimately  be  done  in  Batley  upon 
similar  lines. 

The  cost  being  so  very  small  financial  reasons,  cannot 
bar  the  way  although  even  if  this  had  to  be  taken  info 
account  there  would  be  no  hesitation  if  it  was  once  realized 
how  great  is  the  danger  to  persons  who  drink  tubercular 
milk.  It  should  be  thoroughly  understood  that  even  if  a 
child  infected  with  tubercular  milk  does  not  die,  as  is  com- 
monly the  case,  the  disease  may  break  out  afresh  when  adult 
life  has  been  reached'  with  all  the-  attendant  consequences. 
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No  animals  were  notified  by  the  Police  under  the  Tuber- 
culosis Order  1913  as  being  diseased.  This  was  not  un- 
expected for  the  Order,  although  admittedly  a step  forward, 
is  defective  and  is  about  to  be  remodelled  it  is  believed. 
Farmers  also  frequently  plead  ignorance  as  to  an  animal 
being  affected  with  tuberculosis  and  in  some  cases  there  is 
no  doubt  the  plea  is  true. 

There  are  thirty-one  cowkee-pers,  twenty-two  milk 
sellers  who  are  also  cowkeepe-rs,  and  forty-one  milk  pur- 
veyors registered  in  Batley.  Fourteen  of  these  purveyors 
reside  within  the  Borough  and  twenty-seven  reside  outside. 

No  legal  proceedings  have  been  taken  under  the  Dairies, 
Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order  during  the  year. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  all  milk  sellers  should  have  a 
proper  dairy  in  which  they  can  keep  milk,  where-  the  milk 
cans  may  be  stored,  and  other  processes  connected  with  the 
trade  carried  out.  Unfortunately  this  is  not  common  in 
Batley,  the  kitchen  or  living  room  of  the  milk  purveyor’s 
house  being  used  for  the  purpose.  The-  methods  of  distri- 
bution are  also  open  to  much  improvement.  The  box  in  the 
cart  into  which  the  ladles  are  placed  after  periodically  being 
dipped  into  the  milk  is  most  insanitary  and  should  be  abol- 
ished. This  box  and  the  ladles  become  coated  with  dust 
from  the  streets  which  is  carried  into  the  milk  can  at 
frequent  intervals  and  distributed  in  the  milk  to  the-  con- 
sumers. 

OTHER  FOODS. 

No  unsound  food — apart  from  butcher’s  meat — was  found 
during  the  year. 

Ice  Cream.  Thirty-five  persons  who  prepare-  this  com- 
modity are  on  the  register.  In  two  cases  dirty  preparation 
vessels  were  found. 

Fish  Frying.  Forty-six  premises  are  known  to  the 
Health  Department  and  they  are  regularly  visited.  In  one 
instance  the  preparation  place  was  found  to  be  in  a dirty 
condition.  The  fish  refuse  is  taken  by  arrangement  twice 
weekly  to  Bradford  on  a Bradford  Corporation  motor  waggon 
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in  closed  metal  vessels  to  he  dealt  with,  and  converted  into 
manure. 

Bakehouses.  Twenty  are  on  the  register.  No  defects 
have  been  found  by  the  inspectors.  There  are  no  under- 
ground bakehouses. 

No  cases  of  ptomaine  poisoning  have  been  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  seventeen’  private  slaughter  houses  on  the 
register  this  being  one  less  than  in  the-  previous  year  owing 
to  the  occupant  of  premises  at  the  junction  of  Well  Lane-  and 
Commercial  Street  giving  up  his  business  there-  and  the 
licence  lapsing  in  consequence.  Nine  of  these  slaughter 
houses  are  registered  and  e-ight  licensed  annually. 

Practically  all  the  slaughter  houses  are  unsuitable  for 
their  purpose  either  from  structual  conditions  or  from  their 
proximity  to  dwelling  houses.  These  defects  cannot  be 
remedied  and  hence  efforts  are  concentrated  upon  keeping 
them  in  as  cleanly  a condition  as  possible  with  good  results. 
Some  three  years  ago  the  Corporation  put  into  action  that 
portion  of  the  byelaws  with  respect  to  slaughter  houses 
which  they  had  adopted  in  1889  relating  to  cleansing  and 
limewashing.  Great  hostility  was  aroused  on  the  part  of  the 
butchers.  This  was  further  added  to  when  an  attempt  at 
meat  inspection  was  commenced.  Time  has  shown  that 
nothing  more  was  being  done  in  Batley  than  had  been  done 
for  years  in  other  towns  and  that  the  Corporation  was 
simply  carrying  out  the  duty  laid  upon  it  by  law  of  taking 
steps  to  see  that  so  far  as  is  possible  no  diseased  meat  is 
offered  for  sale,  or  consumed  by  the  public. 

So  far  as  I know  at  the  present  date  the  relationship 
between  the  Health  Department  and  the  butchers  of  the  town 
is  quite  cordial  and  I am  satisfied!  that  much  of  this  is  due 
to  the  presence  upon  the  Sanitary  Committe-e  of  two  members 
of  the  trade  who  were  elected  within  the  last  three  years. 
Much  advantage  has  resulted  therefrom  as  they  are  enabled 
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to  see  the  position  from  both  sides  and  form  their  opinions 
accordingly. 

As  previously  shewn  systematic  inspection  of  meat  is 
not  possible  owing  to  the  seventeen  slaughter  houses  being 
situated  in  different  parts  of  the  town  and  the  butchers 
slaughtering  at  different  times.  Notwithstanding  this  the 
following  list  of  diseased  and  unsound  meat  which  has  been 
discovered  during  the  year  should  give  cause-  for  reflection 
and  should  again  demonstrate  to  the  public  that  unless  all 
animals  destined  for  human  food  are  slaughtered  in  a public 
abattoir  and  their  carcases  inspected  at  the  time  of  slaughter 
there  is  no  guarantee  that  the  meat  consumed  by  pur- 
chasers is  free  from  disease.  In  one  case  the  carcase  of  a 
beast  which  was  exposed  for  sale  in  a shop  and  was  ex- 
tensively affected  with  tuberculosis  was  seized  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  Sanitary  Committee  ordered 
a prosecution  and  the  butcher  was  fined  in  all  a sum  amount- 
ing to  '£20  and  costs.  In  every  other  case  the  butcher  was 
allowed  to  voluntarily  surrender  the  meat  although  he  was 
not  urged  to  do  this  but  in  each  instance  he  preferred  to 
take  this  course.  The  one  unsatisfactory  feature  is  that  it 
is  only  on  very  rare  occasions  that  a butcher  notifies  the 
fact  that  he  has  any  diseased  meat  upon  his  premises.  It  is 
almost  invariably  found  by  the  inspector.  Between  July 
28tli  and  October  7th  no  meat  inspection  took  place  owing 
to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Benson  had  resigned  his  position  to  take 
up  an  appointment  under  the  Birmingham  Corporation  and 
Mr.  Barry  his  successor  did  not  commence  his  duties  until 
the  latter  date.  During  this  period,  with  one  exception, 
no  diseased  meat  was  dealt  with  and  no  butcher  ever  com- 
municated with  the  Health  Department. 

The  questions  that  naturally  present  themselves  for 
consideration  by  the  Sanitary  Committee  are  (1)  Was  there 
no  diseased  meat  in  the  Borough  between  these  dates? 
(2)  What  becomes  of  any  diseased  meat  which  the-  inspector 
does  not  see?  (3)  Is  it  entirely  satisfactory  that  in  most 
cases  voluntary  surrender  should  be  permitted  where  the 
butcher  has  not  previously  notified  the  Health  Department 
that  he  has  diseased  meat  upon  his  premises? 
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DISEASED  AND  UNSOUND  MEAT 
SURRENDERED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1913. 


8 Jan. 

Liver  of  Sheep  and  set  of  Lungs 

Parasitic  Cysts 

15 

Set  of  Beast’s  Lungs  ... 

Abscess 

15 

Part  of  Set  of  Beast’s  Lungs  . . . 

Tuberculosis 

15 

Set  of  Beast’s  Lungs 

do. 

22 

Set  of  Beast’s  Lungs  ... 

do. 

23 

Liver  of  Pig  and  Set  of  Lungs 

do. 

12  Feb. 

Head  of  Pig  ... 

do. 

24 

Liver  of  Pig  and  Set  of  Lungs 

do. 

24 

Head  of  Pig  ... 

do. 

10  March 

Pig’s  Pluck  ... 

do. 

10 

Pig’s  Pluck  ... 

do. 

12 

Carcase  of  a Beast  seized  by  Dr. 

Pearce 

do. 

17 

2 Sheep’s  Plucks 

Parasitic  Cysts 

26 

Pig’s  Pluck  and  Head  ... 

Tuberculosis 

31 

Sheep’s  Pluck  ...  ... 

Parasitic  Cysts 

1 April 

Carcase  of  Sheep 

Fluke,  Dropsy,  and 

Emaciation 

10 

Set  of  Beast’s  Lungs 

Tuberculosis 

10 

Beast’s  Stomach 

do. 

16 

Set  of  Beast’s  Lungs  ... 

do. 

14  May 

Set  of  Beast’s  Lungs  ... 

do. 

15 

A Tripe  and  Reed 

do. 

15 

Fore  Quarter  of  Bullock’s  Carcase, 

Liver,  Kidneys,  Spleen,  and  set 

of  Lungs  ... 

do. 

18 

Pig’s  Pluck  ... 

do. 

21 

Set  of  Beast’s  Lungs  ... 

do. 

21 

Pig’s  Pluck  ... 

do. 

17  June 

Fore  Quarter  of  Heifer  and  set  of 

Lungs  ...  ... 

do. 

18 

Set  of  Beast’s  Lungs  ... 

Abscess 

19  . 

Portion  of  Beast’s  Liver 

Fluke 

25 

Beast’s  Liver 

Tuberculosis  & Abscess 

25 

Pig’s  Head 

Tuberculosis 

25 

Liver  of  Beast  and  small  portion  of 

two  Beast’s  Livers  ... 

Fluke 

1 July 

Head  of  a Pig 

Tuberculosis  & Abscess 

7 

Three  Pig’s  Plucks 

Tuberculosis 

14 

Two  Sheep’s  Plucks 

Parasitic  Cysts 

16 

Sheep’s  Pluck 

do. 

16 

Set  of  Beast’s  Lungs  ... 

Tuberculosis 

17 

Udder  of  a Cow 

do. 

21 

Four  Pig’s  Plucks 

do. 

24 

Two  Cow’s  Udders  . ... 

do. 

28 

Sheep’s  liver,  lungs,  heart,  and 

Parasitic  Cysts  and 

portion  of  abdominal  wall 

abscess  of  liver 

7 Oct. 

Set  of  Beast’s  Lungs  ... 

Tuberculosis 
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8 

8 

13 

13 

13 

13 

15 

15 

15 

20 

20 

20 

20 

22 

22 

28 

5 

5 

11 

11 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

13 

17 

18 

20 

26 

26 

1 

3 

8 

8 

8 

10 

15 

22 

22 

22 

22 

22 

22 


MEAT  SURRENDERED,  ETC.,  Continued. 


Beast’s  Liver 

Cirrhosis 

Beast’s  Head 

Tuberculosis 

Two  Pig’s  Livers 

Cirrhosis  and  Abscess 

Pig’s  Head  1 

Pig’s  Neck  J 

Tuberculosis 

Half  Set  Pig’s  Lungs  ... 

Pneumonia 

Half  Beast’s  Liver 

Fluke 

Beast’s  Liver 

Tuberculosis 

Set  of  Beast’s  Lungs  ... 

do. 

1J  Sets  of  Pig’s  Lungs 

Pneumonia 

Portion  of  two  Pig’s  Livers 

Abscess 

Portion  of  Pig’s  Cheek 

do. 

Set  of  Sheep’s  Lungs 

Strongyles  Rufescens 

Portion  of  Beast’s  Liver  and  Lungs 
Set  of  Beast’s  Lungs  and  Portion 

Fluke 

of  three  Beast’s  Livers 

Fluke 

Whole  Carcase  of  Bullock  & Offal 

Tuberculosis 

Portion  of  two  Beast’s  Livers 

Fluke 

Portion  of  three  Beast’s  Livers... 

Fluke 

Pig’s  Head 

Tuberculosis 

Portion  of  two  Beast’s  Livers  ..J 

Fluke 

Half  Set  of  Sheep’s  Lungs 

Echinococcus  Cysts 

Portion  of  Sheep’s  Liver 

do. 

Whole  of  Pig’s  Carcase  and  Offal 

Tuberculosis 

Beast’s  Kidney  Fat 

Abscess 

Portion  of  two  Beast’s  Livers 

Bacterial  Necrosis 

• and  Fluke 

Set  of  Beast’s  Lungs  ... 

Tuberculosis 

Portion  of  three  Beast’s  Livers... 

Fluke 

Portion  of  Beast’s  Liver 

Abscess 

Set  of  Beast’s  Lungs  ... 

Tuberculosis 

Pig’s  Pluck  ... 

do. 

Beast’s  Liver 

Pyaemic  Abscess 

Fluke  and  Cirrhosis 

Beast’s  Lungs  and  portion  of 

Diaphragm  & portion  of  stomach 

Traumatic  Pleuritis 

Beast’s  Lungs 

Fluke 

Portion  of  two  Beast’s  Livers 

Fluke 

Pig’s  Head 

Tuberculosis 

Beast’s  Lungs 

Echinococcus  Cysts 

Beast’s  Lungs 

Tuberculosis 

Pig’s  Liver 

Cirrhosis 

Pig’s  Lungs  ... 

Pneumonia 

Portion  of  four  Beast’s  Livers  ... 

Fluke 

Pig’s  Pluck  ... 

Tuberculosis 

Pig’s  Liver 

Cirrhosis 

Beast’s  Lungs 

Tuberculosis 

Portion  of  Beast’s  Liver 

Fluke 

Pig’s  Head 

Tuberculosis 

Portion  of  four  Beast’s  Livers  ... 

Fluke 

Beast’s  Liver 

Pyaemic  Abscess 
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SALE  OF  ^FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

During  the  year  in  accordance  with  “ The  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts,  1875„  and  1899  ” seventy-six  samples  of 
food  have  been  submitted  to  and  analysed  by  the  Public 
Analyst  at  Bradford  (Mr.  F.  W.  Richardson). 


Articles. 

Genuine. 

Genuine 
(on  border  line 
or  poor  quality). 

Adulterated 
(Abstraction 
of  Cream). 

Totals. 

New  Milk 

66 

2 

1 

60 

Skimmed  Milk 

3 

3 

Butter... 

1 

1 

Lard  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Coffee 

1 

1 

White  Pepper... 

1 

1 

Totals 

72 

3 

1 

76 

Three  of  the  genuine  new  milk  samples  were  of  poor 
quality,  or  on  the  border  line.  Th,e  three-  adulterated  and 
cream  abstracted,  and  the  adulterated  white  pepper,  were 
considered  by  the  Sanitary  Committee  not  to  be  sufficiently 
bad  enough  to  justify  legal  proceedings. 

It  is  desirable  that  further  articles  should  be  submitted 
to  analysis  than  those  comprised  in  the  above  list.  As  an 
illustration  of  this  it  may  be  mentioned  that  on  two  occasions 
during  the  year  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  required  cer- 
tain substances  for  personal  use  which  were  purchased  by 
an  errand  boy  and  in  each  case  the  article  was  considerably 
adulterated.  i 

RAG  FLOCK  ACT,  1911. 

Three  manufacturers  and  thirteen  upholsterers  are  upon 
the  register. 

Four  samples  of  Rag  Flock  were  taken  during  1913 
with  the  following  results  : — 

No.  5 Sample  Rag  Flock  contained  31.2  parts  per  100,000  of  Chlorine 
No.  6 „ Common  Dark  Flock  ,,  52.0  ,,  ,,  ,, 

No.  7 ,,  Rag  Flock  ,,  9.9  ,,  ,,  ,, 

No.  8 „ Rag  Flock  „ 19.2 
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These  results  were  submitted  to  and  considered  by  the 
Sanitary  Committee.  No  legal  proceedings  were  taken.  In 
the  case  of  the  sample  number  six  the-  matter  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Batley  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

By  the  decision  of  a Divisional  Court,  King’s  Bench 
Division,  on  November  11th,  1913,  in  the  case  of  Cooper 
v.  Swift  it  is  laid  down  that  flock  consisting  of  jute  refuse 
partly  composed  of  waste  fluff  from  machines,  and  partly 
of  cuttings  from  woven  jute  fabric  cut  away  as  waste  in 
process  of  manufacture,  is  “flock  manufactured  from  rags  ’’ 
within  the  meaning  of  section  1,  subsection  (1),  of  the  Rag 
Flock  Act,  1911,  and  must  conform  to  the  standard  of  clean- 
liness laid  down  by  the  order  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  of  8th  June,  1912.  The  expression  “ flock  manufac- 
tured from  rags  ’’  is  not  confined  to  flock  produced  from  rags 
which  at  some  previous  period  have  been  used  in  associa- 
tion with  animal  life ; nor  is  the  application  of  the  Act 
itself  so  limited. 


HOUSING. 

I had  hoped  before  the  compilation  of  this  report  that 
the  volume  of  the  census  of  1911  giving  the  separate  County 
Returns  would  have  been  published.  I am  informed  by  the 
printers  that  it  is  not  yet  Completed. 

In  Batley  supervision  over  the  construction  of  pew 
houses  is  exercised  by  the  Borough  Surveyor  and  an  inspec- 
tor from  his  department  is  in  touch  with  the  work  of  the 
builder  until  the  house  is  completed.  The-  Borough  Surveyor 
certifies  as  to  the  fitness  for  occupation  of  all  new  houses. 
The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  submitted  to  him  for  his 
observations  the  plans  of  all  new  buildings  which  it  is 
proposed  to  erect. 

The  Bye  Laws  with  respect  to  New  Streets  and  Buildings 
in  Batley  were  allowed  by  the  Local  Government  Board  in 
April,  1889.  Since  that  date  great  alterations  have  been 
made  in  the  opinions  then  prevalent  and  I think  that  after 
a period  of  twenty  five  years  it  would  be  an  advantage- 
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if  our  Bye  Laws  were  modernised  and  brought  up  to  date. 
The  Borough  Surveyor  has  told  me  he  holds  the  same  opinion 
as  myself  in  this  piatter. 

There  are  many  back  to  back  houses  in  Batley  and  it 
would  be  an  advantage  from  a sanitary  standpoint  if  these 
could  be  made  into  through  houses. 

I am  well  aware  that  arguments,  principally  if  not 
entirely  financial  in  nature,  can  be  adduced  to  show  that 
whilst  this  is  desirable  it  may  not  be  practical.  What  is 
known  as  the  “ single  house  ” is  a structure  which  is  un- 
desirable. It  is  not  a through  house,  and  in  the  older  type* 
there  are  only  windows  in  the  front  wall.  Some  of  the* 
newer  buildings  of  this  kind  have  small  windows  in  the  back 
wall  but  as  they  are  usually  closed  the  ventilation  is  prac- 
tically as  bad  as  in  those  houses  which  do  not  possess  these 
windows  although  there  is  an  improvement  in  the  lighting. 
On  health  grounds  this  type  of  house  is  not  desirable  and 
there  are  many  of  them  in  the  town  both  comparatively 
new  and  old.  They  are  regularly  constructed  at  present. 

The  Borough  Surveyor  informs  me  that  fifty-three 
houses  were  erected  in  Batley  during  1913  of  which  forty  - 
one  were  houses  for  the  working  classes  and  twelve  were 
villas  and  better  class  houses  at  correspondingly  higher 
rentals. 

A large  and  very  desirable  contribution  towards  the 
housing  of  the  town  has  been  made  by  Messrs.  Jam'es 
Critchley  & Sons,  Ltd.,  of  Batley  and  for  the  information 
relative  thereto  I am  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  Captain 
J.  P.  Critchley  of  Batley  Hall. 

The  property  consists  of  thirty-three  houses  at  Bank- 
foot  in  the  busy  part  of  the  town  built  Upon  a slope, 
very  substantially  constructed,  and  containing  all  con- 
veniences usually  looked  for  in  a modern  artisan’s  house*. 

The  accommodation  consists  of  living  room,  scullery, 
larder,  three  bedrooms,  bathroom,  and  inside1  water  closet. 
Hot  and  cold  water  are  laid  on.  There  is  an  enclosed  yard 
at  the  back  and  garden  at  the  front. 
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The  rental  payable  by  the  tenants  of  e-ach  house  is 
£16  16s.  Od.  per  annum  rates  included,  or  approximately 
6/5  per  week.  There  was  a big  demand  from  prospective 
tenants  and  more  houses  of  a similar  type  and  rental  would 
readily  let.  This  property  is  a credit  to  both  owners  and 
tenants  and  is  well  worth  imitation  at  the  rent  stated. 

Whilst  only  three  cases  of  overcrowding  which  neces- 
sitated action  were  discovered  during  1913  there  is  no 
doubt  there  is  overcrowding  in  the  older  types  of  houses, 
especially  .so  far  as  sleeping  accommodation  is  concerned, 
and  as  I have  previously  stated  many  of  the  respectable 
artisans  would  move  from  these  houses  and  pay  a higher  rent 
if  more  houses  of  the  type  just  described  were  available. 

An  important  decision  has  recently  been  given  by 
the  Local  Government  Board  with  respect  to  thirty  back 
to  back  houses  in  the  rural  district  of  Chesterfield  which 
had  been  formerly  closed  by  the  district  council  on  the- 
representation  of  the  medical  officer  of  health,  Dr.  Herbert 
Peck.  The  requirements  of  the  council  to  make  the  dwellings 
habitable  were  the  conversion  of  the-  privies  to  water  closets, 
the  paving  of  the  back  yards,  the  general  repair  of  the 
houses,  and  the  making  of  each  pair  of  front-and-back 
houses  into  one  through  house.  The  owner  of  fourteen  houses 
was  willing  to  comply  with  all  the  requirements  except 
that  of  making  the  dwellings  into  through  houses,  though 
he  offered  to  put  in  what  he  considered  to  be  efficient 
ventilators.  The  district  council  would  not  accept  this  offer 
and  the  owner  appealed  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
again'st.  the  order  of  the  council.  An  inquiry  was  held  in 
July  last  on'  behalf  of  the  Board,  and  evidence  was  brought 
by  the  owner  as  to  the  acceptance  by  the*  Sheffield  Cor- 
poration of  special  ventilation  arrangements  in  back-to-back 
houses  in  that  city.  For  the  district  council  Dr.  Peck  as- 
serted that  unless  the  back-to-back  type  was  altered  the 
houses  could  not  be  considered  fit  for  habitation.  In  his 
last  annual  report  he  had  shown  that  during  the  past  five 
years  the  death-rate  from  all  causes  in  the-  back-to-back 
houses  was  considerably  more  than  double  that  recorded 
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in  the  rest  of  the  parish  in  which  the  houses  are-  situated, 
and  that  the  infant  mortality  rate  was  equal  to  469  per  1,000, 
compared  with  126  per  1,000  in  the  parish  as  a whole. 
These  figures  are  quite  in  accordance-  with  those  found  by 
observers  elsewhere*.  After  considering  the  question  several 
months  the  Board  confirmed  the  closing  orders  made  by  the 
district  council.  It  is,  perhaps,  too  large  an  assumption 
that  the  Board  will  consider  a back-to-back  house  unin- 
habitable solely  because  it  is  of  back-to-back  ,type, 
but  the  Chesterfield  decision  will  assist  medical  officers  of 
health  in  deciding  whether  they  shall  take  into  consideration 
the  fact  of  a particular  house  being  of  that  type  when 
making  a representation  of  the  unfitness  of  a house  for 
habitation. 

Under  the  section  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning, 
etc.,  Act,  quoted  by  the  appellant’s  counsel,  back-to-back 
houses  built  under  modern  conditions  are,  to  be  deemed 
unfit  for  human  habitation.  This  being  so,  it  follows  a 
fortiori  that  those  built  before  modern  conditions  of  air 
space  and  ventilation  were  required  are  so  much  the  more 
unfit. 

At  the  October  meeting  of  the  Batle-y  Town  Council 
Alderman  Illingworth  Chairman  of  the  (general  Works  Com- 
mittee gave  his  annual  review  of  the-  work  of  that  com- 
mittee and  the  following  is  an  extract  from  his  remarks  :- 

“ They  had  passed  plans  for  40  good  workmen’s  houses, 
“ ten  of  small  villa  type,  and  an  exceptionally  good  type  of 
“ house — that  of  Mr.  Turner  at  Carlton  Grange. 

“ During  the  past  five  years  they  had  passed  plans  for 
“ 272  workmen’s  houses  and  34  small  villas,  making  a total 
“ of  306,  and  giving  the  fair  average  of  60  houses  per 
“ annum.  They  were  just  about  keeping  pace-  with  the 
“ growth  of  population.  They  were  not  growing  as  fast  as 
“ they  would  like,  but  they  were  making  progress.  There 
“ were  under  four  persons  per  house-  for  the  whole  of  the 
“ borough,  and  that  was  a fairly  low  average.  A new 
“ Church  at  Mount  Pleasant,  a Grammar  School,  and  a 
“ Picture  Palace  had  been  built,  and  the  finest  mill  in  the 
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“district — Messrs.  J.,  T.  & J.  Taylor’s — was  being  erected. 

“ He  hoped  that  w,hen  the  machinery  was  put  into  thta 
“mill  it  would  put  an  end  to  *the  night-work.” 

At  a meeting  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  on  November 
12th,  1913  it  was  resolved: — 

“ That  a Sub  -Committee  consisting  of  the  Chairman 
and  Vice-Chairman,  Councillors  Milnes,  Ramsden,  and 
Fenton  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  and  report  upon  the 
subject  of  the  letter  of  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
/the  Town  Clerk  dated  the  9th  ultimo  and  read  at  the  last 
meeting  of  this  Committee.” 

The  letter  referred  to  was  with  respect  to  the  housing 
of  the  working  classes. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  all  new  houses  should  be» 
“through  houses.”  Of  course  the  erection  of  back-to-back 
houses  is  illegal  but  the  “ single  house  ” whilst  an  improve- 
ment on  these  is  a long  way  behind  the  ideal  and  is  little 
better  than  a back-to-back  house.  Each  house  should  have 
its  own  water  closet  and  bath  together  with  a separate- 
paved  yard.  Three  bedrooms  in  an  artisan’s  dwelling  as  a 
general  rule  is  essential  and  each  bedroom  should  have  a 
fireplace  in  it. 

THE  HOUSING  (INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT) 
REGULATIONS,  1910. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  work  done  during  1913: — 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  under  and  for  the 

purposes  of  Section  17  of  the  Act  of  1909  ...  584 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  on  inspection  were- 
considered  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  17 

Number  of  representations  made  to  the  local  authority 

with  a view  to  the  making  of  closing  orders  ...  10 

Number  of  closing  orders  made  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  the  defects  in  which  were 

remedied  without  the  making  of  closing  orders  ...  87 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  after  the  making  of 
closing  orders  were  put  into  a fit  state  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
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The  general  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist 
and  the  requirements  made  were  as  follows  : — 

No.  of  Houses  where 
Nature  of  Defects.  Houses.  defects  were 

remedied. 

Defective  roof  ...  ...  ...  24  24 


Defective  roof  and  general  repairs  ...  3 

Defective  roof  and  defective  sink  waste 
pipes  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  roof  and  cracked  outer  wall  1 

Defective  roof  and  cellar  window  to 

glaze  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  roof  and  defective-  surface 

water  drain  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  roof  and  windows  to  open  ...  1 

Defective  eave  spouting  ...  ...  1 

No  eave  spouting  ...  ...  1 

No  eave  spouting  and  windows  to  open  2 
Defective  rain  water  pipes  ...  3 

Dilapidated  and  dangerous  dwelling 

house  outer  wall  ...  ...  4 

General  dilapidation  and  windows  to 

open  ...  ...  ...  3 

Windows  to  open  ...  ...  ...  14 

Cellar  windows  to  open  ...  ...  10 

Window  cords  to  repair  ...  ...  2 

Light  and  ventilation,  to  scullery  ...  4 

Windows  to  open.  No  sink  and  no  area 

drain  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pantry  to  be  lighted  and  ventilated  ...  2 

Windows  to  open  and  sink  to  remove  1 
Dilapidated  dwelling  house  ceiling  ...  3 

Dilapidated  dwelling  house  ceiling  and 
attic  window  to  open  ...  ...  1 

Defective  room  floor  and  defective 

larder  roof  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  and  dangerous  scullery  floor  1 
Cellar  to  be  lighted  and  ventilated  ...  1 
Sink  in  bedroom  against  an  inner  wall  1 

Defective  room  floor,  pantry  to  be 
lighted  and  ventilated,  cement 
back  wall  of  sink  ...  ...  1 

Defective  rain  water  pipe,  and  stopped 

cellar  drain  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  sink  drains  ...  ...  6 


9 


1 

1 


3 

4 

2 

9 

10 


9 


1 

2 

1 

3 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

G 
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Sink  waste  pipes  to  disconnect  ...  2 2 

Defective  sink  waste  pipe  and  rain 

water  pipe  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Stopped  sink  drains  ...  ...  2 2 

Untrapped  sink  drain  ...  ...  1 1 

Sink  to  be  provided  ...  ...  1 1 

Dry  area  required  at  the  back  of  house  1 1 


Six  back-to-back  houses  have  been  made  into  through 
houses. 

Two  cellar  dwellings  have  been  added  to  two  through 
houses. 

Eight  houses  have  been  voluntarily  demolished  by  the 
owners  and  two  voluntarily  closed. 

Three  houses  have  been  demolished  for  street  improve- 
ments and  two  houses  and  shops  demolished  for  mill 
extension. 

Twenty -live  yards  have  been  paved  or  asphalted. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 

1.  INSPECTION. 


of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 
Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 
.Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises . 

(i) 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

(4) 

FACTORIES 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

WORKSHOPS 

128 

12 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

WORKPLACES 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises 
included  in  Part  3 of  this  Report) 

381 

8 

Total 

509 

20 
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2.  DEFECTS  FOUND, 
in  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of 
Defects. 

l-v.  Number  of 

• ■ Prosecutions 

Particulars . 

(1) 

a 

£ 

£ 

(2) 

zo  Remedied 

^ Referred  to 

^ H.  M . Inspector 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts.* 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

15 

14 

Want  of  Ventilation 

1 

1 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 

Other  Nuisances  ... 

9 

9 

/insufficient ... 

3 

3 

1 unsuitable  or 

Sanitary  Accommodation J defective  ... 

101 

101 

j not  separate 

\ for  sexes  ... 

2 

2 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Work- 

shop Act. 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  Bake- 

house (S.  101) 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements 

for  Bakehouses  (S.S.  97 — 100) 

1 

1 

Other  Offences 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  out- 

work which  are  included  in  Part  3 

of  this  Report) 

Total 

132 

131 

* Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7 and  8 of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


3.  HOMEWORK. 
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4.  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  131)  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

(1) 

Number. 

(2) 

Rag  Sorting 

127 

Boot  Repairing 

34 

Dressmaking 

26 

Breadmaking 

20 

Umbrella  Repairing 

15 

Millinery 

10 

Tailoring 

9 

Blacksmiths 

7 

Waste  Sorting 

7 

Plumbing 

8 

Joiners 

5 

Tinplate  Working 

6 

Watch  Repairing  ... 

4 

Wheelwrights 

3 

Cycle  Repairing  ... 

1 

Rug  Making 

3 

Carriage  Building  ... 

1 

Stocking  Knitting 

5 

Saddlery 

4 

Basket  Making 

o 

O 

Various 

13 

Total 

311 

5.  OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class  (1). 

Number 

(2). 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 
Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Work- 
shop Act  (S.  133) 

12 

Action  taken  in  matters  \ 
referred  by  H.M.  In-  | 

| Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

8 

spector  as  remediable 
under  the  Public  ! 
Health  Acts,  but  not 
under  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act 
(S.5)  ) 

Reports  (of  action  taken) 

' sent  to  H.M.  Inspector 

8 

Other 

• • • • • • • , , 

— 

Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  101): — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year  ... 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 
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The  following  are  details  of  the  defects  remedied 
Workshops  limewashed 
Ventilation  provided  to  Workshops 
Privies  converted  to  Sanitary  Water  Closets 
Pail  Privies  converted  to  Sanitary  Water  Closets 
Additional  Sanitary  Water  Closets  provided 
Light  and  Ventilation  to  Water  Closets  ... 
Dilapidated  Water  Closet  (Door  off  hinges) 

Foul  Water  Closet  Basins 


14 

1 

50 

51 
4 
2 
1 
8 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

Patients  suffering  from  infectious  diseases  are-  sent  to 
the  Oakwell  Joint  Hospital  from  the  old  Borough  of  Batley, 
and  to  the  Dewsbury  Joint  Hospital  from  that  portion  of  the 
Borough  which  was  formerly  within  the  Urban  District  of 
Soothill  Upper. 

Full  particulars  have  been  given  in  previous  annual 
reports  respecting  these  hospitals.  Both  are  under  the 
medical  superintendence  of  practitioners  residing  in  Birstall 
and  Dewsbury  respectively. 

The  following  tables  give  particulars  of  the  admissions 
from  the  Borough  of  Batley  during  1913: — 

OAKWELL  JOINT  HOSPITAL. 


Diseases. 

Remaining  in  Hospital 
31st  December,  1912. 

Admitted  to  Hospital 
during  1913. 

Discharged  cured. 

Remaining  in  Hospital 
31st  December,  1913. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Mortality  <y0  of 
admissions . 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

65 

49 

16 

1 

1.5 

Diphtheria 

— 

12 

7 

5 

— 

0.0 

Typhoid  Fever 

2 

6 

5 

1 

2 

25.0 

Totals 

3 

83 

61 

22 

3 

3.4 
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DEWSBURY  JOINT  HOSPITAL. 


Diseases. 

Remaining  in  Hospital 
31st  December,  1912. 

Admitted  to  Hospital 
during  1913. 

Discharged  cured. 

Remaining  in  Hospital 

31st  December,  1913. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Mortality  % of 

admissions. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

11 

10 

1 

— 

0.0 

Diptheria 

— 

8 

4 

4 

— ' 

0.0 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0.0 

Totals 

— 

19 

14 

5 

— 

0.0 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS  AND  BYELAWS. 

The  following  Adoptive  Acts  are  in  force  in  Batley  : — 


Parts  or  Sections 
in  force 

Date  of  adoption 

Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1890 

II.,  III.,  IV.  & V. 

November  1st,  1892 

Infectious  Disease  Pre- 
vention Act,  1890 

Whole  Act 

November  1st,  1892 

Notification  of  Births 
Act,  1907 

Whole  Act 

January  2nd,  1908 
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The  following  Bye-laws  and  Regulations  are  in  force  in 
Batley : — 


Bye-law. 

Date. 

Prevention  of  Nuisances 

. . . 

1889 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ... 

1889 

Houses  let,  in;  Lodgings 

1889 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  ... 

1889 

Slaughter-houses 

1889 

Regulations  under  Dairies,  Cowsheds, 

and  Milkshops  Order  ... 

1891 

Hackney  Carriages 

1891 

Baths  and  Wash-houses 

1893 

Markets  and  Fairs 

1898 

Betting  in  Streets 

1899 

Pleasure  Grounds 

1910 

It  would  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Sanitary  Com- 
mittee and  its  officers  if  some  of  the  parts  of  the*  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1907  were  adopted  by  the 
Corporation. 

Section  25  of  Part  II.,  which  relates  to  the  paving  of 
yards  many  of  the  sections  of  Part  III.,  Part  IV.,  and 
Part  V.,  would,  if  adopted,  be  beneficial. 

Frequent  complaints  are  made  during  warm  weather 
that  foul  odours  arise  from  premises  on  which  offensive 
trades  are  carried  on.  Bye-laws  for  the  regulation  of  such 
trades  are  very  desirable  and  if  made  under  the  above  Act 
would  embrace  more  trades  than  was  the  case  before  1907 
when  the  1875  Act  had  to  be  relied  upon  for  such  powers. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 


The  greater  part  of  this  work  is  done  by  the  We-st 
Riding  County  Council  at  the  Laboratory,  County  Hall, 
Wakefield.  During  the  year  examinations  were  made  of 
many  specimens.  Some  of  these  examinations  were  made  in 
Batley  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  They  were  in  con- 
nection with  the  following  : — 


Disease  suspected. 

Total  number 
examined. 

Result. 

Positive 

Negative 

Doubtful. 

Typhoid 

7 

2 

5 

0 

Diphtheria 

43 

14 

29 

0 

Phthisis 

60 

12 

48 

0 

Totals 

110 

28 

82 

0 

There  is  a small  laboratory  at  the  Public  Health  De- 
partment, Batley,  which  was  equipped  jointly  by  the  Sanitary 
and  Education  Committees  during  1908.  Most  of  the  bac- 
teriological and  microscopic  work  called  for  in  connection 
with  the  schools  is  done  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on 
the  premises  in  this  laboratory. 

No  chemical  analyses  have  been  made  but  several 
samples  of  milk  were  examined  for  dirt.  This  work  was 
done  by  Mr.  Richardson,  the  Public  Analyst,  Bradford. 
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ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 


Table  shewing  the  Death  Rate  in  Batley  from  Zymotic 
Diseases  since  1884. 


Year. 

Rate  per 
1000. 

Year. 

Rate  per 
1000. 

1884 

5-6 

1899 

2*4 

1885 

3*6 

1900 

3-4 

1886 

31 

1901 

3*6 

1887 

4*8 

1902 

2-3 

1888 

2-1 

1903 

1-9 

1889 

3-6 

1904 

5-8 

1890 

2-2 

1905 

2-9 

1891 

3T 

1906 

35 

1892 

4-4 

1907 

1*7 

1893 

5-1 

1908 

2-5 

1894 

1-8 

1909 

0-7 

1895 

2-0 

1910 

0*7 

1896 

40 

1911 

2-7 

1897 

3 2 

1912 

1*0 

1898 

30 

1913 

1*0 

Table  shewing  the  Annual  Number  of  Notification  of 
Infectious  Disease  received  since  1893  under  the  Infectious 
Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889. 


Year. 

Number. 

Year. 

Number. 

1893 

377 

1904 

469 

1894 

301 

1905 

380 

1895 

173 

1906 

144 

1896 

233 

1907 

76 

1897 

225 

1908 

125 

1 8C8 

326 

1909 

171 

1899  ! 

212 

1910 

131 

1900 

126 

1911 

165 

1901 

143 

1912 

67 

1902 

117 

1913 

143 

1903 

219 
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The  following  table  gives  the-  number  of  notifications  received,  and  deaths  from 
the  various  notifiable  diseases,  during  the  period  1890  to  1913. 


Year. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  and 
Membranous  Croup 

Enteric  and 

Continued 

Fevers. 

Small-Pox. 

Erysipelas. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

O 

| Deaths 

No.  of 

Notifications 

Deaths 

No.  of 

Notifications 

Deaths 

No.  of 

Notifications 

Deaths 

No.  of 

Notifications 

| Deaths 

No.  of 

Notifications 

Deaths 

1890 

74 

1 

28 

4 

33 

12 

0 

0 

30 

4 

5 

2 

1891 

85 

8 

68 

P ! 

139 

17 

89 

13 

35 

0 

1 

3 

1892 

130 

16 

121 

18 

33 

8 

453 

49 

58 

3 

5 

0. 

1893 

95 

7 

100 

13 

60 

8 

14 

3 

53 

3 

5 

3 

1894 

120 

11 

83 

10 

57 

11 

3 

0 

36 

4 

2 

2 

1895 

47 

0 

29 

3 

47 

6 

0 ■ 

0 

41 

1 

1 

3 

1896 

127 

7 

12 

0 

52 

10 

0 

0 

35 

0 

2 

2 

1897 

135 

16 

20 

3 

41 

10 

0 

0 

22 

1 

.1  ; 

S 

1898 

146 

10 

24 

8 

111 

15 

1 

0 

32 

1 

2 

0" 

1899 

64 

2 

33 

7 

73 

16 

1 

0 

31 

3 

3 

3 

1900 

38 

\ 0 ! 

23 

9 

46 

11 

SI® 

0 

14 

2 

2 

1 

1901 

62 

1 

16 

3 

53 

13 

0 

0 

11 

0 

1 

2 

1902 

21 

0 

39 

6 

30 

27 

10 

2 

15 

1 

0 

1903 

88 

PiH 

• -51  * 

4 

42 

8 

57 

2 

u9 

1 

0 

§•; 

1904 

202 

14 

46 

9 

104 

22 

103 

6 

12 

1 

l 

2 

1905 

233 

15 

23 

3 

82 

11 

21 

2 

18 

1 

3 

2 

1906 

74 

5 

18 

4 

35 

3 

0 

0 

12 

1 

4 

4 

1907 

19 

2 

28 

6 

22 

2 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 

1 

1908 

48 

1 

27 

5 

31 

7 

0 

17 

0 

2 

0 

1909 

122 

3 , 

25 

4 

24 

4 

0 

0 

13 

1 

1 

1910 

35 

1 

60 

10 

2 ■ 

0 

0 

24 

2 

2 

2 

1911 

22 

0 

66 

9 

50 

8 

0 

0 

25 

3 

2 

-4 " 

1912 

26 

2 

11 

5 

19 

2 

0 

0 

10 

1 

1 

i 

1913 

91 

1 

30 

0 - 

6 

1 

0 

0 

'5 

0 

1 

i 

The  following  table  gives  the  deaths  from  the  various 
non -notifiable  diseases  since  1890,  and  the  number  of  noti- 
fications received  since  1909. 
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From  the  previous  tables  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Public 
Health  Department  investigated  446  cases  of  infectious  disease 
during  the  year.  143  were  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  and 
303  non-notifiable.  Information  of  the  existence  of  these 
latter  diseases  is  principally  obtained  from  the  head  teachers 
and  the  attendance  officers. 

DISINFECTION. 

On  the  termination  of  an  infectious  disease,  or  the 
removal  of  the  patient  to  the  isolation  hospital,  disinfection 
of  the  premises  is  immediately  carried  out  by  fumigation 
with  formalin  vapour  or  by  the  use  of  the  formalin  spray. 

Bedding,  articles  of  clothing,  and  similar  things  which 
cannot  properly  be  disinfected  by  these,  means  are  removed 
to  the  depot  in  Bradford  Road  where  they  are  submitted  to 
the  action  of  steam  by  being  passed  through  the  steam  dis- 
infector which  was  erected  there  some  twenty -two  years 
ago  by  Messrs.  John  Illingworth  & Co. 

Books  belonging  to  the  Free  Library  which  may  be  at 
the  homes  of  persons  where  infectious  disease  occurs  are 
taken  away  and  are  not  returned  to  the  library  to  be  re- 
issued until  they  have  been  submitted  to  the  action  of 
formalin  vapour  in  a special  cabinet  which  is  used  for  this 
purpose. 

Two  separate  Vehicles  are  used  for  the  purpose  of 
dealing  with  the  removal  of  infected  articles. 

One  carries  infected  things  away  from'  the  homes,  and 
tne  other  is  used  to  return  the  articles  after  they  have 
passed  through  the  process  of  disinfection. 

The  disinfection  of  beddings,  &c. , belonging  to  the  Batley 
and  District  Hospital  is  carried  out  free  of  charge  by  the 
Public  Health  Department. 

The  following  schools  were  sprayed  with  formalin  and 
cleansed  during  the  year : — Parish  Church  Infants,  and 
Warwick  Road  Infants. 


50 


In  houses  where  infectious  disease  is  known  to  have 
occurred  liquid  disinfectants  are  supplied  free  of  charge  to 
the  occupiers. 

The  following  table  gives  aj  list  of  the  various  articles 
disinfected  during  1913: — 


Beds. 

Pillows. 

Cushions. 

Blankets. 

Mattresses. 

Sheets. 

Quilts. 

.a  & 

U 03 
C3  Q. 
4)  p 

Carpets. 

Miscellaneous 

Articles 

Destroyed  for  the 
Borough  ... 

37 

22 

1 

173 

6 

Disinfected  for  the 
Borough  ... 

303 

688 

141 

732 

167 

296 

335 

1588 

292 

670 

Disinfected  for  Batley 
and  District  Hospital 

140 

251 

— 

270 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

480 

961 

141 1003 

340 

296 

335 

1594 

292  070 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  ...  ...  157 

No.  of  rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  85 

No.  of  times  Apparatus  charged  ...  341 

No.  of  Library  books  disinfected  ...  63 


No.  of  rooms  disinfected  at  schools  ...  25 

The  242  houses  and  rooms  were  disinfected  for  the 


following  reasons  : — 

After  Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  86 

„ Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  29 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  5 

„ Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  59 

„ Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  5 

„ Measles  ...  ...  ...  5 

For  various  reasons  ...  ...  18 
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The  state  of  the  disinfecting  station  for  contacts  at  the 
Corporation  depot  Wood  well  is  not  good.  Time  and  the 
weather  have  told  much  upon  it  and  the  condition  is  getting 
progressively  worse.  It  is  very  desirable  that  steps  should  be 
taken  to  provide  a suitable  modern  contact  station.  A place 
of  this  nature  is  also  urgently  necessary  in  order  that  persons 
may  be  accommodated  whilst  their  own  houses  are  being  dis- 
infected instead  of  having  to  go  into  neighbours’  houses  or 
walk  the  streets  as  at  present. 

SMALL  POX. 

Knowing  how  very  many  unvaccinated  persons  there  are 
in  the  district  one  looks  forward  to  the  time  of  the  next 
outbreak  of  Small  Pox  with  some  trepidation  because  of  this 
fact,  whilst  at  the  same  time  there  is  reason  to  be  glad  that 
we  have  been  lucky  enough  to  escape  the  disease  for  another 
year. 

132  cases  were  notified  during  1913  in  53  districts  in 
England  and  Wales  amongst  them  being  Liverpool,  Man- 
chester, Hull,  Sheffield,  Oldham,  Wakefield  and  Horbury  and 
it  is  quite  certain  we  shall  have  the  disease  amongst  us 
again  in  Batley  sooner  or  later.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  next 
outbreak  will  not  cost  the  lives  and  the  money  that  past 
epidemics  have  caused  in  Batley.  The  great  pity  of  all  this 
is  that  Small  Pox  of  all  diseases  is  the  one  which  a coimmunity 
has  the  power  of  being  immune  from  if  only  vaccination  is 
properly  performed. 

360  vaccination  exemption  certificates  were  granted  by 
the  Batley  magistrates  during  1913.  It  is  singular  this  is 
the  same  figure  as  for  the  previous  year.  Of  the  children 
examined  in  the  elementary  schools  39.5  per-  cent  were 
unvaccinated. 
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DIPHTHERIA. 


Diagram  shewing  the  number  of  notifications  received 
each  year  since  1890.  The  darker  shading  corresponds  to 
the  number  of  deaths  during  the  same  period. 
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The  number  of  notifications  received  was  in  excess  of 
the  previous  year.  No  special  reason  can  be  given  for  this 
fact  the  cases — with  a few  exceptions — being  sporadic  ones. 
Many  of  them  would  never  have  been  diagnosed  as  Diphtheria 
had  it  not  been  for  a positive  bacteriological  result  being 
obtained  after  the  throats  of  these  patients  had  been 
swabbed.  Clinically  they  were  not  suffering  from  Diphtheria. 
Generally  the  cases  were  of  a mild  nature,  so  much  so  that 
in  several  instances  the  patients  were  playing  the  piano, 
following  some  other  occupation,  or  outside  in  the  street  when 
visited. 


Had  it  not  been  for  bacteriological  aid  these  persons, 
who  were  carrying  the  bacilli  in  their  throats,  would  have 
been  the  innocent  cause  of  the  infection  of  many  others. 

No  death  was  caused  by  Diphtheria  during  1913. 

Twenty  of  the  thirty  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital. 

Twenty-two  of  the  patients  were  school  children  in 
attendance  at  practically  all  the  schools  in  the  Borough.  No 
special  incidence  was  noticed  in  connection  with  any  par- 
ticular school,  milk  supply,  or  district. 

One  was  probably  a return  case  the  patient’s  brother 
having  been  discharged  from  hospital  shortly  before. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  free  by  the  Corporation 
under  the  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  (outside  London)  Order,  1910, 
to  medical  men  on  request.  The  amount  thus  distributed 
during  1913  was  36,000  units  at  a cost  of  £2  5s.  Od. 


ERYSIPELAS. 

Fifteen  notifications  Avere  received  seven  being  in  re- 
spect of  female  and  eight  of  male  patients. 

The  ages  were  : — 

25  to  45  45  to  65  65  and  upwards. 

8 6 1 
All  patients  recovered  there  being  no  deaths. 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 

Diagram  shewing  the  number  of  notifications  received 
each  year  since  1890.  The  darker  shading  corresponds  to  tliA 
number  of  deaths  during  the  same  period. 
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Throughout  the  country  this  disease  was  extremely 
prevalent  during  1913,  much  more  so  than  usual  in  fact. 

Ninety-one  cases  were  notified  in  Batley  but  a number 
of  other  districts  in  the  West  Biding  of  Yorkshire  [with 
smaller  populations  had  considerably  more  cases  than  this 
town. 

The  great  difficulty  in  controlling  the  disease  was 
caused  by  ‘the  fact  that  the  large  majority  of  the  cases  were 
of  a very  mild  type  and  hence  it  was  found  that  frequently 
no  doctor  was  called  in.  In  consequence,  the  disease  not 
being  recognised,  various  other  persons  contracted  the  in- 
fection. In  one  instance  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  found 
a house  painter  to  be  infected  with  Scarlet  Fever  and  he  had 
been  regularly  visiting  houses  in  the  town  in  the  course  of 
his  work  whilst  in  this  condition. 

The  man  said  he  thought  he  had  had  “ a cold  ” and  no 
medical  man  was  ever  consulted. 

In  other  instances  it  was  extremely  probable  that  the 
disease  had  been  caught  in  places  of  entertainment,  par- 
ticularly picture  shows. 

Schools  did  not  play  any  prominent  part  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  disease  although  in  November  it  was  neces- 
sary to  close  the  infants  department  of  the  Parish  Church 
School  for  a period  of  seventeen  days. 

Only  one  death  was  caused  by  Scarlet  Fever  the  patient 
being  5 years  old. 

A noticeable  feature  was  the  fact  that  adults  were  the 
sufferers  in  a large  proportion  of  instances.  Seventy-six  of 
the  ninety -one  cases  were  removed  to  hospital. 
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ENTERIC  FEVER. 


Diagram  shewing  the  number  of  notifications  received 
each  year  since  1890.  The  darker  shading  corresponds  to  the 
number  of  deaths  during  the  same  period. 
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It  is  very  pleasing  to  be  able  to  state  that  only  six 
cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  1913  which  is  the 
lowest  number  on  record  for  this  Borough.  It  is  also  fitting 
that  such  fact  should  be  noted  in  the  year  which  has  almost 
seen  the  last  of  the  old  offensive  and  disease  breeding 
privies  and  middens  in  Batley. 


Three  of  the  cases  occurred  in  one  house  in  Hollinbank 
Lane.  Two  of  these  patients  commenced  to  be  ill  about  the 
same  time  and  it  was  discovered  that  the  house  drainage  was 
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very  defective.  This  was  remedied.  The  third  inmate'  of  the 
house  developed  the  disease  through  personal  infection  from 
the  first  two  sufferers. 


A fourth  case  was  notified  from  Brownhill  district. 

Here  there  were  nine  occupants  of  a house  consisting 
of  a cellar,  a room  on  the  ground  floor,  and  a bedroom.  There 
was  faecal  matter  on  the  ground  about  the  premises  at  the 
time  of  the  visit  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  con- 
ditions seen  (Were  not  of  a cleanly  nature. 

The  fifth  case  was  that  of  a female  aged  22  who  had 
been  infected  by  eating  mussels  polluted  with  sewage. 

The  sixth  case  was  that  of  a male  patient  aged  35  who 
had  been  ill  for  some  little  time  before  notification  and  had 
been  at  his  work  whilst  he  was  suffering  from  the  disease. 
Unfortunately  he  died.  The  most  probable  cause  of  infection 
was  the  eating  of  polluted  celery.  All  the  patients  were  re- 
moved to  hospital. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

One  case  was  notified.  The  patient  was  twenty-seven 
years  old  and  she  died  from  the  disease.  A midwife  had  been 
in  attendance  at  first  and  a doctor  was  called  in  later. 

It  does  seem  an  anomaly  that  the  supervision  of  the 
midwives  should  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Council 
and  not  be  delegated  by  that  Council  to  such  boroughs  as 
Batley.  Here  we  have  ail  the  facilities  for  dealing  with  the 
midwives  and  our  Health  Visitor  is  daily  in  touch  with  them. 
They  continually  ask  her  for  advice  and  instruction  but  still 
when  they  make  mistakes — as  they  frequently  do — and  when 
they  may  be  connected  with  cases  of  puerperal  fever  which 
so  frequently  are  fatal  the  Batley  Corporation,  through  its 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  has  simply  to  look  on  and  not 
interfere  as  the  supervision  is  in  the  County  Council. 

Now  that  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  has  been  made  com- 
pulsorily notifiable  the  absurdity  of  the  situation  is  even  more 
apparent. 
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MEASLES. 


Chart  giving  deaths  from  Measles  in  Batley  since 
1890:— 
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There  was  a welcome  drop  in  the  number  of  deaths 
from  Measles  during  1913  only  two  being  registered.  They 
were  both  children  and  under  frwo  years  old. 

The  Health  Department  becomes  aware  of  the  existence 
of  cases  of  Measles  mostly  through  the  agency  of  the  head 
teachers  and  attendance  officers.  Fifty -one  cases,  against 
more  than  six  hundred  the  previous  year,  were  investigated, 
the  homes  of  the  sufferers  being  visited  in  every  case,  ap- 
propriate advice  given  by  the  School  Nurse,  precaution  bills 
left  at  each  house,  and  disinfection  carried  out  where  thought 
necessary.  Many  cases  doubtless  also  occurred  which  were 
not  known  to  the  Public  Health  Department. 

Most  of  the  known  cases  broke  out  towards  the  end  of 
December. 

In  Batley,  all  children  suffering  from  Measles  are  ex- 
cluded from  school  for  a minimum  period  of  three  weeks. 

All  children  who  are  not  themselves  ill  are  also  excluded 
from  school  unless  they  are  over  seven  years  of  age  and  have' 
themselves  already  suffered  from  the  disease. 
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WHOOPING  COUGH. 


Deaths  in  Batley  since  1890  from  Whooping  Cough. 
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Five  deaths  all  in  children  under  five  were  caused  by 
Whooping  Cough  during  1913. 

The  Health  Department,  as  in  the  case  of  Measles,  be- 
comes aware  of  the  existence  of  Whooping  Cough  chiefly 
through  the  agency  of  head  teachers  and  attendance  officers. 


One-hundred-and-four  cases  were  investigated  during 
the  year,  but  doubtless  there  were  other  cases  which  were 
unheard  of. 

The  same  procedure  at  the  homes  of  the  sufferers  is 
followed  by  the  Health  Department  as  in  the  case  of  Measles. 

Children  attacked  by  Whooping  Cough  are  excluded  from 
the  Batley  Schools  for  five  weeks,  and  also  all  children  under 
seven  years  of  age  from  the  same  house.  Children  over  seven 
years  of  age  are  permitted  to  attend  school,  provided  they 
themselves  have  already  suffered  from  the  dise<ase  even  if 
they  live  in  infected  houses. 
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CHICKEN  POX. 


One-hundred-and-eleven  cases  became  known  to  the 
Health  Department  during  the  year.  The  patient  is  always 
excluded  from  school  for  three  weeks,  and  all  children  from 
the  same  family  as  the  patient,  who  attend  an  Infant  School, 
are  also  excluded  for  the  same  period. 

MUMPS. 

It  frequently  happens  that  children  supposed  by  parents 
to  be  suffering  from  Mumps  have  in  reality  been  attacked 
by  Diphtheria.  The  cases  of  true  Mumps  discovered  during 
1913  amounted  to  seven.  The  patient  only  is  excluded  from 
school  for  a period  of  three  weeks. 

DIARRHCEA  AND  ENTERITIS. 

Twenty -eight,  deaths  were  caused  by  this  disease  in 
children  under  five  years  and  two  deaths  in  persons  over 
sixty -five  years.  Sixteen  of  the  children  were  under  one, 
eight  under  two,  and  four  under  five  years. 

Of  the  deaths  under  one  year  every  child  without  ex- 
ception was  artificially  fed  either  entirely  or  to  a large 
extent.  All  the  children  who  were  wholly  breast  fed  es- 
caped as  was  to  be  expected  it  being  the  rule  that  it  is  rare 
for  a breast  fed  baby  to  die  from  Zymotic  Enteritis.  In  all 
cases  where  'these  children  died  the  houses  swarmed  with 
flies  the  consequence  being  that  their  food  was  quickly  pol- 
luted. In  some  cases  the  Health  Visitor  reported  that  the 
houses  were  very  untidy  and  the  mothers  did  not  trouble  to 
take  steps  to  prevent  the  pollution  of  the  child’s  milk  al- 
though urged  to  do  so,  whilst  in  other  cases  the  mothers 
tried  to  carry  out  to  the  utmost  the  advice  given  them. 

The  outstanding  features  as  mentioned  above  were 
artificial  feeding  and  swarms  of  flies.  In  several  cases  the 
grandmother  gave  directions  to  the  mother  as  to  the  child’s 
feeding  and  on  more  than  one  occasion  the  Health  Visitor’s 
report  states  ‘ 4 Grandmother  would  not  hear  of  the  child 
being  breast  fed.” 
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The  Corporation  having  done  its  part  in  improving  the 
sanitation  of  the  town  it  is  for  the  mothers  to  realise  that 
a great  deal  still  depends  upon  themselves.  In  houses  which 
are  untidy,  dirty,  and  where  food  is  continually  left  about 
from  one  meal  to  another,  there  are  certain  to  be  the  most 
flies.  A baby  living  in  such  a house  and  artificially  fed  is 
really  lucky  if  it  survives  its  first  year  of  life  the  proba- 
bility being  that  it  will  succumb  to  diarrhoea  before  its  first 
birthday. 

The  Health  Visitor  all  the  year  round  instructs  mothers 
how  to  best  feed  and  bring  up  their  infants  and  from  May 
to  October  distributes  leaflets  on  the  fly  danger  and  the  risk 
of  diarrhoea  to  young  children.  There  is  no  doubt  a great 
improvement  has  been  the  result  but  there  is  much  to  be- 
done  yet. 

Efforts  are  made  to  enforce  compliance  with  that  por- 
tion of  the  Nuisance  Bye  Laws  of  the  Borough  which  re- 
quires all  manure  to  be  removed  at  least  once  every  seven 
days. 


By  doing  this  many  of  the  eggs  laid  by  flies  are  pre- 
vented from  reaching  maturity. 

RICKETS. 

This  is  a disease  which  is  very  prevalent  in  Batley. 
The  causes,  as  is  well-known,  are  mostly  improper  feeding 
of  infants,  bad  housing,  defective  ventilation,  overcrowding, 
&c.  The  resultant  deformities  of  Rickets  are  daily  seen  in 
our  streets.  No  death  was  certified  as  due  to  this  disease. 

Persistent  efforts  are  made  by  the  Health  Visitor  in 
order  that  mothers  may  be  taught  how  to  bring  up  their 
children  in  a hygienic  manner,  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  the 
future  this  disease  will  become  less  prevalent  as  it  should 
do,  it  being  entirely  preventable. 

ACUTE  RHEUMATISM. 

Six  deaths  were  caused  by  the  disease.  One  occurred 
in  a child  under  fifteen,  two  in  persons  above  forty -five, 
and  three  in  persons  above  sixty-five. 
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PNEUMONIA. 


It  is  singular  that  the  number  of  deaths  from  this 
disease  was  thirty -two  which  is  exactly  the  number  for 
the  previous  year. 

EPIDEMIC  POLIOMYELITIS  AND 
EPIDEMIC  CEREBRO  SPINAL  MENINGITIS. 

These  diseases  are  now  compulsorily  notifiable  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  but  I am  glad!  to  state  that  no 
notifications  were  received  during  the  year. 

CANCER. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  since  1900: — 


Year. 

Deaths. 

Year. 

Deaths. 

1900 

22 

1907 

33 

1901 

27 

1908 

43 

1902 

24 

1909 

34 

1903 

26 

1910 

39 

1904 

24 

1911 

34 

1905 

27 

1912 

32 

1906 

29 

1913 

40 

Forty  deaths  were  due  to  this  cause  the  number  being 
greater  than  in  any  other  year  since  1900  with  the  ex- 
ception of  1908  when  there  were  forty-three  deaths 
registered. 

Of  the  forty  deaths  the  age  groups  were  as  follows  : — 
45  and  under  65  65  and  upwards 

25  15 

The  deaths  were  distributed  amongst  the  wards  as 
follows  : — 


West 

9 


North 

10 


East 

14 
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Soothill 

7 


The  portion  of  the  body  affected  were 


Liver 

...10 

Peritoneum 

...  2 

Stomach 

...11 

Mediastinum 

...  2 

Female  generative 

organs  4 

Hand 

...  1 

Colon 

...  3 

Larynx 

...  1 

Breast 

...  3 

Oesophagus 

...  1 

Rectum 

...  2 

FOOD  POISONING. 

No  cases  have  come  to  the  notice  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Those  of  us  who,  by  virtue  of  our  lives  being  spent  as 
doctors  and  nurses,  know  to  what  an  appaling  extent  these 
diseases  are  prevalent  amongst  us  have  welcomed  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Royal  Commission  to  enquire  into  the 
subject. 

The  enquiry  is  long  overdue  and  the  public  will  be  con- 
siderably surprised  when  the  report  of  the  Commission  is 
published  in  due  course. 

It  is  well  known  that  about  fifty  per  cent,  of  those  un- 
fortunate beings  in  our  asylums  are  so  afflicted  either  through 
contracting  venereal  disease  themselves  or  inheriting  it. 
Our  surgical  hospitals  too  are  largely  occupied  by  patients 
suffering  from  similar  causes.  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  the 
disease  lately  made  compulsorily  notifiable  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  is  the  cause  of  blindness  from  birth  in 
the  majority  of  cases  and  is  of  venereal  origin.  It  is  well 
known  that  probably  the  principal  cause  of  Premature  Birth 
is  venereal  disease.  What  is  wanted  as  a beginning  are 
facilities  for  the  earliest  treatment  of  these  diseases  and  the 
establishment  of  laboratories  where  the  examination  of  blood 
for  the  Wasserman  reaction  can  be  carried  out,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  such  will  come  as  a result  of  the  Report  of  the 
Royal  Commission. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Year. 

Deaths 

from 

Phthisis. 

Phthisis 

Death 

rate. 

Deaths 
from  othe] 
Tubercular 
Diseases. 

Death  rate 
from  other 
Tubercular 
Diseases. 

Total  Death 
rate  from  all 
forms  of 
Tuberculosis. 

1900 

50 

1.7 

14 

0.4 

2.1 

1901 

33 

1.1 

17 

0.5 

1.6 

1902 

24 

0.8 

10 

0.3 

1.1 

1903 

36 

1.2 

26 

0.8 

2.0 

1904 

33 

1.1 

29 

0.9 

2.0 

1905 

34 

1.1 

27 

0.8 

1.9 

1906 

26 

0.8 

15 

0.5 

1.3 

1907 

33 

1.1 

15 

0.4 

1.5 

1908 

33 

1.1 

21 

0.6 

1.7 

1909 

29 

0.9 

24 

0.7 

1.6 

1910 

27 

0.7 

12 

0.3 

1.0 

1911 

34 

0.9 

23 

0.6 

1.5 

1912 

35 

0.9 

16 

0.4 

1.4 

1913 

20 

0.5 

17 

0.4 

1.0 

During  the  year  1913  the  number  of  notifications  of  all 
forms  of  tuberculosis  received  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  was  124.  Of  these  six  were  notifications  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  in  the  month  of  January,  previous  to  the  coming 
into  force  of  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1912,  on  February  1st  1913,  under  which  all  forms  of 
tuberculosis  were  made  compulsorily  notifiable. 

One-hundred-and-eighteen  notifications  were  received  on 
Form  A and  six  on  Form  C. 


65 


The  following  table  gives  a classification  showing  the 
sex  an,d  age  distribution  together  with  the  form  of  tuber- 
culosis, whether  pulmonary  or  otherwise  : — 


Under 

1 

1 to 
5 

5 to 
15 

15  to 
25 

25  to 
35 

35  to 
45 

45  to 
55 

55  to 
65 

65  & 
up- 
w’ds 

MALES 

i 

Pulmonary 

— 

4 

5 

7 

8 

7 

8 

4 

1 

Other 

Tubercular 

Diseases. 

2 

8 

6 

5 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

FEMALES 

Pulmonary 

— 

— 

5 

8 

11 

6 

5 

— 

1 

Other 

Tubercular 

Diseases. 

1 

6 

7 

3 

— 

1 

1 

1 

A further  table  is  given  referring  to  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis only  from  which  fuller  particulars  may  be  gained  and 
from  which  it  is  seen  how  the  sufferers  live  an,d  what  is 
their  accommodation  at  home. 

Thirty-seven  .deaths  were  caused  by  all  forms  of  tuber- 
culosis during  1913  which  is  a decrease  of  fourteen  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year. 

Twenty  deaths  were  caused  by  phthisis  against  thirty- 
five  the  previous  year  which  is  also  a decrease. 

The  age  distribution  of  the  deaths  was  as  follows 
5 to  15  15  to  25  25  to  45  45  to  65  65  and  upwards 


1 


2 


9 


7 


1 


Sex. 

Age. 

Occupation. 

Localization  of  Disease. 

Ward 

Type  of 

No.  of 
Living 
Rooms 

No.  of 
Bed- 

Occu-  , 
pants  1 
above  10 
years  of 
age. 

Occu- 
pants 
under  10 

Sleeping  Accommodation. 

F 

30 

Household  Duties 

Lungs  (R  ife  L) 

N 

B to  B. 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Separate  bed ; sleeping  in  living  room 

M 

47 

Miner 

Lungs 

E 

Do. 

1 

1 

2 

Shared  bed  and  room 

F 

29 

Housework 

Do. 

N 

Do. 

2 

1 

2 

Separate  bed  since  illness  began 

M 

49 

Bobbin  Maker  ... 

Do. 

N 

Do. 

1 

1 

2 

Shared  bed  and  room 

M 

14 

At  Home 

Do.  

E 

Through 

2 

2 

3 

2 

Do. 

M 

56 

Butcher 

Do.  

s 

B. to  B. 

2 

1 

3 

Do. 

M 

3 

At  Home 

Lungs  and  Abdomen 

E 

Do. 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Do. 

F 

28 

Lungs 

Noti 

tied  from 

West 

Ridin 

g Asyl 

um. 

M 

39 

Bookkeeper 

Do. 

E 

Through 

3 

2 

2 

Separate  bed  and  room 

M 

10 

School 

Do.  

S 

Single 

3 

1 

4 

1 

Shared  bed  and  room 

M 

42 

Rag  Grinder  ... 

Do. 

w 

B.  to  B, 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Since  illness  sleeping  alone  in  living  room 

F 

47 

Home... 

Do. 

w 

Do. 

2 

1 

5 

Separate  bed ; patient  lying  in  living  room 

M 

5 

School 

Do. 

s 

Do. 

1 

1 

5 

3 

Shared  bed  and  room 

F 

35 

Caterer  and  Baker 

Do. 

w 

Through 

3 

2 

2 

Separate  bed  and  room 

F 

5 

School 

Do. 

N 

B.  to  B. 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Shared  bed  and  room 

M 

18 

Clerk... 

Do. 

N 

Through 

2 

1 

3 

Shared  room  ; separate  bed 

M 

47 

Woollier 

Do. 

S 

B.  to  B. 

2 

1 

4 

3 

Shared  room  and  bed 

F 

19 

W eaver 

Do.  

E 

Through 

2 

2 

3 

Separate  room  and  bed 

M 

37 

Miner 

Do.  

N 

Do. 

1 

2 

2 

Shared  bed  and  room 

F 

53 

Housework 

Do.  

W 

B.  to  B. 

1 

1 

2 

Do. 

F 

5 

School 

Do. 

g 

Do. 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Do. 

M 

2 

Baby  ... 

Do.  

s 

Through 

2 

2 

4 

3 

Do. 

F 

24 

Housework 

Do. 

s 

B.  to  B. 

2 

1 

5 

1 

Do. 

M 

56 

School  Cleaner  ... 

Do. 

E 

Do. 

1 

2 

5 

Do. 

M 

2 

Baby  ... 

Do. 

N 

Single 

1 

2 

3 

"3 

Do. 

F 

34 

Servant 

Do. 

N 

B.  to  B. 

r 

2 

3 

Separate  bed  and  separate  room 

F 

50 

Housewife 

Do. 

N 

Do. 

l 

2 

2 

Shared  bed  and  room 

M 

11 

School 

Lungs  and  Bowels 

W 

Do. 

2 

2 

4 

1 

Separate  bed  and  room 

F 

20 

W eaver 

Lungs 

N 

Through 

2 

2 

3 

2 

Do. 

M 

34 

Steward  at  Club 

Do. 

s 

B.  to  B. 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Shared  bed  and  room 

M 

46 

Grocer 

Do. 

N 

M 

56 

Checkweighman 

Do.  

S 

M 

15 

Tyer  on 

Do.  

N 

Through 

2 

2 

4 

Separate  room  and  separate  bed 

M 

54 

Check  weighman 

Do. 

N 

Do. 

2 

2 

5 

Sleeping  in  living  room  under  open  window 

M 

22 

W eaver 

Do. 

S 

B.  to  B. 

1 

2 

5 

Shared  room  and  separate  bed 

F 

25 

Weaver 

Do.  

S 

Through 

2 

2 

4 

Separate  room  and  separate  bed 

F 

17 

Tram  Conductor 

Do.  

N 

Do. 

2 

2 

6 

Bed  to  self  and  shared  room 

M 

53 

Monthly  N ursing 

Do. 

E 

B.  to  B. 

1 

2 

Separate  room  and  separate  bed 

F 

30 

Firer  ... 

Do. 

S 

Through 

1 

2 

3 

2 

Do. 

M 

36 

Publican 

Do. 

W 

Do. 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Do. 

M 

19 

Printer’s  Apprentice 

Do.  

s 

Do. 

4 

Do. 

M 

32 

Colliery  Byeworker 

Do. 

E 

B.  to  B 

1 

1 

3 

"2 

Shared  room  and  bed 

M 

27 

Miner 

Do. 

N 

Do. 

1. 

1 

2 

Do. 

M 

13 

Tyer  on 

Do. 

W 

Do. 

1 

o 

2 

2 

Separate  room  and  bed 

F 

30 

Milliner 

Left  Lung 

W 

Through 

2 

2 

4 

Do. 

F 

27 

Teamer 

Left  Lung  (all),  Right  (pt.) 

w 

B.  to  B. 

1 

2 

2 

1 

Shared  bed  and  room 

M 

35 

Mason 

Lungs 

N 

Do. 

1 

2 

2 

2 

Do. 

M 

35 

Housework 

Do. 

W 

Do 

1 

1 

2 

5 

Separate  bed  and  room 

F 

27 

Shop  Assistant ... 

Do. 

E 

Through 

2 

2 

5 

Separate  bed  in  living  room 

F 

32 

Miner 

Do. 

E 

B to  B. 

1 

1 

2 

5 

Shared  bed  and  room 

M 

19 

Hairdresser 

Do. 

E 

Do. 

j 

1 

5 

Do. 

M 

48 

Millhand 

Do. 

W 

Do. 

1 

1 

3 

Sleeping  in  living  room,  separate  bed 

M 

1 

Baby  .. 

Co. 

E 

Do. 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Shared  room  and  bed 

M 

71 

Housework 

Do. 

N 

Do. 

1 

1 

2 

Separate  bed  and  room 

F 

42 

Returned  to  De 

wsbury  day  after  notification. 

F 

47 

Weaver 

Lungs 

E 

B.  to  B. 

It]!  ' 

1 

4 

. 2 

Shared  bed  and  room 

F 

54 

N one  ... 

Do. 

E 

Do. 

1 I 

2 

4 

Shared  room  and  separate  bed 

M 

15 

None  ... 

Do. 

W 

Through 

2 

2 

2 

Separate  room  and  bed 

F 

22 

Rag  Sorter 

Do. 

E 

B.  to  B. 

1 

2 

8 

2 

Shared  bed  and  room 

F 

15 

Weaver 

Do. 

E 

Through 

2 

2 

5 

1 

Separate  room  and  bed 

F 

26 

Weaver 

Do.  

S 

B.  to  B. 

1 

2 

5 

Shared  room  and  bed 

F 

36 

Fent  Dealer 

Do. 

E 

Through 

2 

2 

4 

Separate  room  and  bed 

M 

5 

School 

Do 

E 

B.  to  B. 

2 

2 

5 

2 

Shared  bed  and  room 

M 

30 

Blacksmith 

Do. 

E 

Do. 

1 

1 

5 

3 

Do. 

M 

56 

J oiner 

Do. 

W 

Through 

2 

2 

4 

Do. 

M 

7 

Infirmary 

’ Workhouse  for  3 years. 

M 

24 

W eaver 

Lungs 

N 

Through 

2 

2 

4 

1 

Shared  bed  and  room 

F 

31 

W eaver 

Do. 

N 

B.  to  B. 

1 

1 

3 

Shared  room  but  separate  bed 

F 

33 

Notified  fron 

i West  Riding  Asylum. 

F 

37 

Dewsbury 

' Union  Workhouse. 

F 

7 

School 

Lungs 

E 

B.  to  B. 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Shared  room  and  bed 

F 

17 

Moulder 

Do. 

N 

Do. 

1 

l| 

3 

Shared  room  and  separate  bed 

M 

28 

Carter 

Do. 

W 

Do. 

1 

JjH 

4 

Separate  bed  and  room 

F 

30 

Weaver 

Do. 

N 

Do. 

1 

1 

3 

Separate  bed  and  shared  room 

.7  : ;;(«  . 


The  following  table  which  refers  to  the  number  of 
cases  notified  is  compiled  from  the  West  Riding  County 
Council  Monthly  Summary  and  gives  a comparison  between 
the  number  of  notifications  received  in  Batley  and  in  some 
other  West  Riding  towns 


Town 

Population 
Census  1911 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Other 

Tubercular 

Diseases 

Total 

Notifications 

Barnsley 

50,614 

65 

4 

69 

Brighouse 

20,843 

56 

13 

69 

Dewsbury 

53,351 

79 

32 

111 

Doncaster 

30,516 

58 

43 

101 

Halifax 

101,553 

91 

63 

154 

Harrogate 

33,703 

52 

42 

94 

Huddersfield  . . . 

107,821 

212 

111 

323 

Keighley 

43,487 

90 

82 

172 

Morley 

24,282 

48 

48 

96 

Ossett 

14,078 

19 

28 

47 

Pudsey 

14,023 

17 

11 

28 

Rotherham 

62,483 

no 

84 

194 

Shipley 

27,706 

37 

16 

53 

Todmorden 

25,404 

56 

45 

101 

Wakefield 

51,511 

111 

39 

150 

Batley 

36,395 

74 

44 

118 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  notifications  and  deaths 
was  North  Ward  45  cases,  7 deaths  ; East  Ward  32  cases, 
15  deaths;  West  Ward  25  cases,  10  deaths;  Sbothill  Ward 
21  cases,  5 deaths. 
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The  Health  Visitor  under  the  supervision  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  deals  with  all  cases  of  Consumption  which 
are  riotified. 

She  visits  the  patient  (unless  requested  not  to,)  advises 
as  to  the  means  to  be  adopted  to  safeguard  the  health 
of  other  persons  in  the  house,  instructs  the  patient  how  to 
dispose  of  the  expectoration,  and  lends  a pocket  spitoon 
which  is  the  property  of  the  Corporation  and  is  returnable, 
in  addition  to  leaving  a special  leaflet  of  instructions  for 
the  use  of  the  patient  and  other  inmates  of  the  house.  Visits 
are  paid  as  often  as  desirable,  and  assistance  is  rendered  to 
the  patient  and  relatives  in  helping  to  see  that  the  instruc- 
tions given  by  the  doctor  in  attendance  are  carried  out. 
In  those  cases  where  application  has  been  made  to  the 
Insurance  Committee  and  the  Tuberculosis  Nurses  have  the 
patient  in  hand  the  Health  Visitor  ceases  her  visits  which 
are  no  longer  necessary. 

A complete  sanitary  survey  of  the  houses  in  which 
cases  of  Consumption  are  notified  is  also  carried  out  under 
the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  1910.  Where 
defects  are  found,  steps  are  taken  to  have  them  remedied. 

One-hundred-and-eleven  houses  were  thus  inspected 
during  1913  of  which  35  were  through  houses,  33  back-to- 
back,  30  single  houses  (those  having  only  one  entrance  but 
in  some  cases  having  a small  window  at  the  back  although 
in  most  cases  not  so),  13  back-to-back  in  blocks  of  four  with 
side  ventilation. 

Ninety-six  of  the  houses  possessed  sanitary  water 
closets,  10  privies  and  ashpits,  and  5 trough  water  closets. 

Sixty  were  provided  with  dry  ashplaces  and  forty-one 
had  galvanized  ashbins. 

Sanatorium,  hospital,  dispensary  or  other  institutional 
treatment  for  cases  of  tuberculosis  is  under  the  direction  of 
the  West  Riding  County  Council.  The  Local  Insurance  Area 
corresponds  with  the  Oakwell  Joint  Hospital  area  and  the 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  IN  BATLEY 
AND  ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  1890-1913. 


Loeal  Insurance  Committee  comprises  members  from  the 
several  districts  which  constitute  that  area.  It  is  known  as 
the  Batley  District  Committee. 

The  Clerk  to  this  Committee,  Councillor  J.  Ernest  Child, 
has  favoured  me  with  the  following  statement  in  response 
to  my  enquiry  as  to  the  working  of  sanatorium  benefit  in 
his  area  during  1913: — 

Total  number  of  applications  during  1913  ...  70 

Recommended  for  treatment  at  Sanatorium  ...  about  35% 

„ „ „ „ Dispensary  ...  „ 50o/0 

Recommended  for  Domiciliary  Treatment  ...  „ 15% 

Included  in  above  30%  received  extra  nourishment 
(milk,  eggs,  cod-liver  oil)  in  addition. 

Of  Sanatorium  patients  discharged 

45%  Working  capacity  restored  with  probability  of 
continuance. 

18%  Working  capacity  restored  with  probability  of 
relapse. 

20%  Improved  considerably  but  not  able  to  work. 

1 7 o/o  „ moderately. 

This  section  would  be  incomplete  without  a reference  to 
the  liability  of  human  beings  to  contract  tuberculosis  from 
cow’s  milk  and  the  desirability  of  veterinary  inspection  of 
dairy  cows.  The  subject  is  dealt  with  previously  under  the 
heading  “Milk  Supply.’’ 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

A chart  is  given  shewing  the  infantile  mortality  (that 
is  the  deaths  of  children  under  one  year)  in  Batley  during 
the  last  twenty -four  years.  A comparison  is  made  with  the 
infantile  mortality  of  England  and  Wales  during  the  same 
period. 

It  is  scarcely  fair,  however,  to  base  a calculation  on 
this,  and  a more  correct  estimate  is  obtained  if  a com- 
parison is  made  between  Batley  and  the  ninety-six  Great 
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ToAvns.  Although  Batley  is  not  yet  one  of  these  so  far 
as  population  is  concerned  it  is  in  every  other  respect  one 
of  the  great  towns  so  far  as  the  basing  of  statistics  for  Public 
Health  purposes  is  concerned. 

There  is  a population  in  this  district  of  considerably 
over  100,000,  the  various  Boroughs  and  Urban  Districts 
being  divided  by  certain  boundaries,  although  the  streets  and 
houses  are  so  joined  up  to  one  another  that  a stranger  is 
unable  to  tell  without  enquiry  when  he  has  crossed  the 
boundary  from  one  district  into  another. 

During  1913  the  number  of  children  born  was  852  and 
98  of  them  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  one  year. 

This  is  a less  number  of  deaths  by  two  than  in  1912,  and 
is  also  the  lowest  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one 
year  ever  recorded  in  this  town  with  the  exception  of  the 
year  1909  but  owing  to  the  actual  number  of  births  being 

less  than  in  1912  the  infantile  mortality  rate  works  out  at 
115  per  1,000  as  against  114  per  1,000  in  1912  which  rate 
was  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  Batley. 

It  seems  somewhat  paradoxical  that  although  there  were 
less  deaths  amongst  infants  the  infantile  death  rate  for  the 
year  should  be  actually  higher  than  in  the  previous  year. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  the  96  Great  Towns 
for  1913  was  117  per  1,000  so  there  is  satisfaction  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  knowledge  that  our  rate  is  the  lowest  of  the 
two. 


The  legitimate  births  numbered  813,  the  illegitimate 
39.  The  illegitimate  birth  rate  for  Batley  is  45.  7 per  1,000 
births  registered.  Ninety -one  of  the  deaths  under  one  year 
were  of  legitimate  infants  and  seven  illegitimate.  The-  in- 
fantile death  rate  amongst  legitimate  children  was  111  per 
1,000  and  in  the  case  of  illegitimate  179  per  1,000. 

The  mothers  employed  during  pregnancy  numbered  226. 
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Those  not  employed  during  pregnancy  numbered  626. 


The  occupations  of  mothers  before  and  after  confine- 
ment were  weaving  and  other  employment  in  the  mills,  rag 
picking,  shopkeeping,  and  charing. 

Of  those  infants  who  died  before  reaching  the  age  of 
one  year  twenty -three  of  the  mothers  were  at  work  before 
confinement  and  seventy-four  were  not  employed. 

The  premature  births  amongst  mothers  at  work  before 
confinement  numbered  three  and  seventeen  premature  births 
took  place  in  the  case  of  mothers  not  employed. 


Infantile  .Deaths  in  Wards 
during  1913. 

Infantile  Mortality  during  each 
Quarter  of  1913 
per  1,000  births 

Ward 

Number 

Percentage 

North... 

28 

10.60 

1st  Quarter 

132.5 

East  . . . 

44 

16.98 

2nd 

do. 

61.7 

West  ... 

17 

8.67 

3rd 

do. 

147.9 

Soo  thill 

9 

6.76 

4th 

do. 

135.3 
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1913. 


Month. 

Number  of  Deaths. 

First 

141 

| 

Second 

1 

11  1st  Quarter  ...  31 

Third 

1 

9 J 

Fourth 

51 

Fifth 

0 

2nd  Quarter  ...  16 

i 

Sixth 

1 

5 J 

Seventh 

9N 

) 

Eighth 

9 

1 

j-  3rd  Quarter  ...  29 

Ninth 

ii  j 

■ 

1 

Tenth 

81 

Eleventh 

1 

4 

f 4th  Quarter  ...  19 

Twelfth 

i 

7 J 

1913. 


Week  of  Life. 

1 Number  of  Deaths. 

First 

271 

Second 

5 

1 

40 

Third 

4 

Fourth 

4 j 

1 
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Table  showing  the  chief  causes  of  death  under  one  year  of  age  since  1900. 
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Mortality  of  children  and  occupations  of  mothers  during  1013. 


Births. 

Deaths. 

Infantile  Mortality 
per  1,000. 

Mother  employed  in  factory  180 

19 

105 

Mother  employed  at  home  or  elsewhere1  26 

4 

153 

Total  employed  ...  ...  ...  206 

23 

111 

Not  employed  ...  ...  ...  646 

74 

114 

Grand  Total  ...  ...  852 

1 

97* 

113 

* 98  children  actually  'died  but  one  was  born  and  died 
in  the  Workhouse  Infirmary  and  did  not  come  under  the 
Health  Visitor’s  supervision. 


Health  of  surviving  children  at  age  of  12  months:— 


In  good 
health. 

In  fair 
condition 

In  poor 
health. 

Mother  employed  in  factory 

43 

40 

11 

Mother  employed  at  home  or  elsewhere 

5 

7 

1 

Total  employed  ... 

48 

47 

12 

Not  employed 

221 

88 

14 

Grand  Total 

269 

135 

26 
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Mortality  of  children  according  to  mother’s  age 


Under  25  years. 

25  to  35  years. 

35  and  over. 

Births,  j 

Deaths. 

Rate 
per  1000 
births 

Births. 

Deaths 

Rate 
per  1000 
births 

Births. 

Deaths 

Rate 
per  1000 
births 

Industrially 

employed 

54 

11 

203 

130 

8 

61 

22 

4 

181 

Not  employed 

96 

12 

125 

442 

53 

119 

108 

9 

83 

TOTAL 

150 

23 

154 

572 

61 

106 

130 

13 

100 

Infantile  Mortality  and  wages  of  father : — 


Father  out  of 
work  or 
earning  less 
than  £1  per  week 

Father 
earning 
£1  per  week 
or  over. 

Infantile 

Mortality. 

Infantile 

Mortality, 

Mother  employed  in  factory 

7 

12 

Employed  at  home  or  elsewhere  ... 

1 

3 

Total  employed 

8 

15 

Not  employed  ... 

9 

65 

TOTAL 

17 

80 
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Infant  Mortality  Rate  and  poverty  in  relation  to 
methods  of  feeding. 


• 

Father  out  of 
work  or 
earning  le’s 
than  £1  per  wreek 

Father 
earning 
£1  per  week 
or  over. 

All 

Cases 

Baby  fed  at  breast  ... 

7 

u 

51 

Fed  by  hand  (partly  or  entirely) 

10 

36 

46 

TOTAL 

17 

80 

97 

Health  of  survivors  of  first  year  of  life  and  wages  of 
fathers. 


Father’s  wages  less 
than  £1. 

Father’s  wages  £1 
or  more. 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

Factory... 

15 

13 

i 

7 

28 

27 

4 

Home  or  elsewhere 

2 

1 

1 

3 

6 

0 

Total  employed  ... 

17 

14 

8 

31 

33 

4 

Not  employed 

2 

6 

| 

2 

219 

82 

12 

TOTAL  ... 

19 

20 

10 

250 

115 

16 

Breast  fed 

7 

8 

4 

212 

66 

8 

Partlj  artificial 

11 

6 

9 

29 

46 

5 

Entirely  artificial 

7 

3 

0 

3 

6 

0 

TOTAL  ... 

25 

17 

1 

13 

244 

118 

13 
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Infant  Mortality  and  rental  of  houses. 


Rent  under  5/- 

Rent  5/-  per  week 

per  week. 

and  over. 

Employed 

22 

1 

Not  employed 

63 

11 

TOTAL  ... 

85 

12 

Infant  Mortality  during  each  of  the  first  six  months. 


BREAST  FED. 

Father’s  wages 
under  £1. 

Father’s  wages 
over  £1. 

TOTAL 

1st  Month 

4 

30 

34 

2nd 

do. 

1 

2 

3 

3rd 

do. 

1 

1 

2 

4th 

do. 

1 

— 

1 

5th 

do. 

— 

2 

2 

6tli 

do. 

1 

8 

9 

HAND  FED 
PARTLY  OR 
ENTIRELY. 

1st  Month 

2 

J4 

16 

2nd 

do. 

1 

5 

6 

3rd 

do. 

— 

2 

2 

4th 

do. 

2 

3 

5 

5th 

do. 

1 

1 

2 

6th 

do. 

3 

12 

15 
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Average  weights  of  babies  at.  age  of  twelve  months. 


Father  out  of 
work  or  earning 
less  than 
£1  per  week. 

Father  earning 
£1  or 
more  per 
week. 

Mother  in  factory 

2101b. 

21'6Ib. 

Employed  at  home  or  elsewhere  ... 

207  „ 

22  4 „ 

Employed 

21-1  „ 

22-0  „ 

Not  employed 

20  3 „ 

22-5  „ 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  makes  it  com- 
pulsory that  all  births  must  be  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  within  thirty-six  hours  of  their  occurrence.  This 
Act  has  been  adopted  in  Batley  and  came  into  operation  on 
the  6th  February  1908. 

During  1913  898  births  were  thus  notified,  and  in  17 
cases  no  notification  was  received.  Where  failure  to  notify 
took  place,  the  defaulting  parties  were  written  to  and  their 
omission  pointed  out.  I have  found  no  case  of  refusal  to 
notify,  the  parents  always  showing  that  ignorance  of  the  law 
on  their  part  was  the  cause.  Nearly  all  homes  where  births 
occur  are  visited  by  the  Health  Visitor,  the  exception,  which 
is  rare,  being  when  her  presence  is  obviously  unnecessary. 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Sub.  Sec.  5 of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907, 
provides  for  the  notification  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  the  birth  of  any  child  “ which  has  issued  forth  from  its 
mother  after  'the  expiration  of  the  twenty-eighth  week  of 
pregnancy,  whether  alive  or  dead.”  A certain  number  of 
births  occur  in  which  the  child  has  not  reached  this  stage 
of  maturity,  and  with  a view  to  obtaining  further  information 
about  these  cases  I suggested  in  1910  that  the  Registrar  of 
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the  Cemetery  should  be  asked  to  supply  a weekly  list  of  all 
still-born  children  buried  in  the  Cemetery.  This  is  now  done, 
and  since  its  adoption  the  Health  Department  has  been  made 
aware  of  all  cases  of  this  nature.  The  Health  Visitor  calls 
at  the  house  of  the  mother  with  the  object  of  discovering 
whether  there  was  a reasonable  probability  of  the  child 
having  been  born  at  full  term  instead  of  prematurely.  Ap- 
propriate advice  is  given  respecting  the  management  of  the' 
mother’s  health  during  the  latter  months  of  pregnancy  in 
the  hope  that  a similar  occurrence  shall  not  take  place  in 
the  future. 

The  number  of  still  births  in  Batley  during  1913  was  43. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CORPORATION  HEALTH  VISITOR. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, 

I beg  to  present  my  report  on  \vork  done  by  me  during 
the  year  1913. 

Visits  to  mothers  and  infants  : — 


On  receipt  of  Notification  ...  ...  898 

Re  Unnotified  births  ...  ...  17 

Re  Deaths  of  Infants  ...  ...  97 

Revisits  ...  ...  ...  ...  3222 

Tuberculosis  : — 

Visits  to  'patients  ...  ...  ...  223 


Visits  to  homes  on  death  of  patient  ...  37 
Visits  for  various  reasons  ...  ...  175 

Total  number  of  visits  paid  ...  4669 


Nuisances  reported  to  Health  Department  38 


Although  there  has  been  a slight  decrease  in  the  Birth 
Rate  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  still  remains  low  so  far  as 
the  previous  rates  in  this  town  are  concerned.  Had  it  not 
been  for  a slight  epidemic  of  Zymotic  Diarrhoea  the  rate 
would  have  been  considerably  below  100  per  1,000  births 
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registered.  In  any  case  it  is  115  per  1,000  against  114  per 
1,000  in  the  previous  year  which  rate  was  the  lowest  ever 
recorded  in  Batley.  The  actual  number  of  deaths  of  infants 
in  1913  was  lower  than  ever  before  with  the  exception  of 
1909. 

This  year  a system  of  regularly  revisiting  all  the  mothers 
has  been  instituted  and  tried  but  it  is  not  possible  to  carry 
out  the  work  as  thoroughly  as  is  considered  necessary.  There 
are  on  the  average  850  births  annually  and  much  as1 1 should 
like  to  make  a monthly  visit  to  every  mother  for  the  first 
six  months  I find  it  quite  impracticable.  I visit  every  mother 
a few  days  after  her  confinement  then  again  during  the  first 
month.  After  this  the  more  necessitous  cases  have  to  be 
weeded  out  for  constant  supervision.  Most  other  towns  have 
established  a babies’  clinic  or  welcome,  with  a medical  man 
in  attendance,  who  gives  advice  as  to  the  feeding  and  care 
of  the  baby.  This  is  a great  help  to  the  Health  Visitor  as 
many  cases  are  seen  at  the  clinic  and  time  visiting  them  is 
saved. 

Last  year  the  Local  Government  Board  Inspector  Dr 
Jane  Lane-Claypon  visited  this  district.  I had  the  pleasure 
of  taking  her  round  and  showing  her  my  work.  She  ex- 
pressed pleasure  at  seeing  so  many  babies  sleeping  out  in 
their  “prams.”  We  tried  to  find  a long-tube  bottle  in  the 
homes  visited  and  were  unsuccessful.  I wish  the  same  could 
be  said  with  respect  to  the  dumb  teats  and  those  instruments 
of  torture  the  push  carts. 

The  clothing  of  the  infants  is  gradually  getting  more 
satisfactory.  Woollen  underclothing  is  becoming  more  popu- 
lar, and  less  and  less  do  I have  to  complain  that  the  baby  has 
no  shoes  and  socks  on.  I am  anticipating  a great  deal  of 
help  now  the  Flannellette  Regulations  are  being  enforced. 

During  August  and  September  there  was  an  epidemic  of 
Zymotic  Diarrhoea  which  had  a very  bad  effect  on  the  In- 
fantile Mortality  rate  sixteen  deaths  taking  place.  In  every 
instance  where  there  was  a case  of  Diarrhoea  the  house  was 
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full  of  flies.  The  excess  of  flies  was  often  due  to  waste  food 
being  put  in  the  ashpit  or  ash  bin,  or  being  thrown  out  into 
the  road  for  the  birds.  More  commonly  food  being  left  about 
uncovered  in  the  houses  throughout  the  whole  day  was  res- 
ponsible but  unfortunately  so  few  houses  are  provided  with 
pantries  and  it  is  the  usual  custom  for  food  to  be  kept  on  a 
shelf  at  the  stair  head,  in  a cupboard  next  to  the  fire  place 
where  the  heat  quickly  causes  decomposition,  or,  as  is  not 
unusual,  the  food  to  be  kept  in  the  table  drawers.  I cannot 
help  thinking  that  the  improper  use  of  the  road  side  gratings 
causes  a full  share  of  flies  and  undoubtedly  flies  cause  Zy- 
motic Diarrhoea, 

During  the  year  I have  waged  a war  on  the  dumb  teat 
knowing  how  much  it  has  added  to  illness  amongst  babies 
Very  slowly,  but  I hope  surely,  the  use  of  these  articles  ol 
destruction  is  being  restricted,  at  least  they  try  to  hide  them 
from  me  when  I visit  the  mothers  and  if  they  are  ashamed 
that  I should  see  these  articles  provided  for  their  infants 
it  is  probably  the  beginning  of  their  abolition. 

The  cookery  clasps  f'or  mothers  is  stationary.  I have 
prevailed  upon  the  right  class  of  mothers  to  attend  but  I 
wish  more  of  them  would  do  so.  Last  year  the  classes  were 
advertised  in  the  local  newspapers  but  there  was  no  response. 

The  work  of  visiting  notified  cases  of  Tuberculosis  has 
much  increased.  Not  only  is  this  so  in  numbers  but  there  are 
so  many  young  people  notified  and  it  is  considered  necessary 
to  visit  them  as  frequently  as  time  permits.  A good  many 
of  the  cases  go  to  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  but  often  they 
are  ill  some  time  before  they  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  do 
this.  The  open  window  is  beginning  to  be  an  accomplished 
fact  but  it  does  want  opening  still  more. 

Towards  the  end  of  last  year  I was  asked  to  speak  to 
a mother’s  meeting.  It  was  so  well  appreciated  that  I was 
asked  to  repeat  the  lecture  early  in  the  New  Year  which  I 
did.  If  the  right  class  of  mothers  can  be  prevailed  upon 
to  attend  there  is  no  doubt  much  benefit  accrues  from  such 
meetings.  I get  frequent  requests  to  visit  and  re-visit  many 
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of  the  mothers,  so  many  in  fact  that  time  does  not  allow  of 
it  being  done.  I am  on  friendly  terms  with  all  the  organiza- 
tions of  the  town.  The  work  is  progressing  and  there  is  a 
wide  scope  for  it  to  be  very  much  extended,  but  such  is 
impossible  without  assistance.  I have  given  a number  of 
Health  Talks  to  mothers  in  their  own  homes  during  the 
year,  more  so  than  previously,  the  average  attendance  being 
about  four  at  each  home. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  Batley  Corporation 
has  no  control  over  the  midwives.  Two  of  them  are  in 
possession  of  certificates  and  fully  trained  but  in  the  case  of 
the  others  much  is  to  be  desired  in  their  methods  of  work. 
The  majority  cannot  read  or  write  and  cannot  use  a clinical 
thermometer.  Often  they  come  to  me  for  advice  and  help. 
When  they  make  mistakes  I cannot  say  anything,  otherwise 
there  would  be  complaints  of  interference  from  the  County 
Council.  1 

During  the  year,  of  the  children  born  in  Batley  229  of 
the  mothers  were  attended  in  their  confinement  by  midwives 
only,  22  by  doctors  who  were  sent  for  after  the  midwife  had 
been  in  attendance  at  first,  and  647  by  doctors  only. 

I am,  Sir, 

Obediently  yours, 

ALICE  MUSTO. 


BIRTHS. 

During  1913  the  births  of  852  children  were  registered 
as  having  occurred  in  Batley.  It  is  a singular  coincidence 
that  whilst  this  number  is  twenty  less  than  in  1912  it  is 
exactly  the  same  number  of  births  as  in  1911. 

The  birth  rate  for  1913  is  23.1  as  against  23.8  per 
1,000  for  1912.  | 

The  birth  rate  for  the  country  for  1913  is  as  under: — 
England  and  Wales  ...  ...  23.9 

96  Great  Towns  ...  ...  ...  25.1 

145  Smaller  Towns  ...  ...  23.9 

England  and  Wales  less  the  241  Towns  22.3 
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CHART  SHEWING 

BIRTH  RATE  OF  BATLEY 


Black- Batley.  Red-England  and  Wales. 


Actual 
No.  of 
Births. 


1S84  K19 

1885  X13 

1886  831 


1888 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 
1893 
1899 


877 

819 

845 


887 


855 

867 


1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 


1910 

1912 

1913 


903 

868 

843 

823 

849 

753 

S59 

736 

823 

852 

852 


Of  the  children  born  406  were  males  and  446  females 
which  latter  figure  is  precisely  the  same  as  in  1912. 

Thirty-nine  were  illegitimate  births  of  which  18  were 
males  and  21  females.  Here  again  the  latter  figure  is  the 
same  as  in  the  previous  year. 

The  highest  birth  rate  ever  recorded  in  England  and 
Wales  was  in  1876  it  being  36.3.  In  Batley  the  correspond- 
ing figure — so  far  as  the  records  are  available — was  29.  9 in 

1896. 

The  lowest  birth  rate  ever  recorded  in  England  and 
Wales  was  23.8  in  1912,  the  lowest  for  Batley  being  22.3 

in  1910.  i 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  male  and 
female  births,  together  with  the  rates,  in  the  four  wards  of 
the  Borough  during  1913: — 


Ward 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

Total. 

Birth 
Rate 
per  1000 

j Percentage  of 
j Illegitimate 
Births. 

MJ 

F 

1 

Total 

1 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

North 

109 

141 

250 

6 

8 

14 

115 

149 

264 

23.5 

5.3 

East 

117 

126 

243 

r* 

9 

16 

124 

135 

259 

21.1 

5.4 

West 

94 

96 

190 

1 3 

3 

6 

97 

99 

196 

23.7 

3.0 

Soolliill 

68 

62 

130 

i 2 

1 

3 

70 

63 

133 

26.4 

2.2 
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DEATHS. 


The  number  of  residents  dying  within  the  Borough 
during  1913  was  462  which  gives  a residential  death  rate 
of  12.5  which  is  extremely  low  for  a town  of  the  nature  of 
Batley.  This  rate  is  a slight  rise  upon  that  of  1912  when 
it  was  12.4,  the  lowest  on  record.  I consider  that  there 
should  be  much  satisfaction  in  Batley  in  consequence  of  such 
death  rates  being  shown  for  two  consecutive  years. 

To  these  figures  must  be  added  the  deaths  of  55  resi- 
dents of  Batley  who  died  away  from  the  town  but  whose 
deaths  have  been  transferred  to  Batley  by  the  Registrar 
General  and  must  be  included  in  the  returns.  This  increases 
the  number  to  517  and  gives  us  a nett  death  rate  of  14.0 
per  1,000  which  is  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year  and 
along  with  it  is  also  the  lowest  on  record  and  compares 
favourably  with  the  death  rate  for  the  06  Great  Towns 
during  1913  which  was  14.3  per  1,000. 


Some  of  these  persons  had  resided  out  of  Batley  for  a 
considerable  period,  in  several  cases  for  some  years. 


The  deaths  of  such  people  occun 
Dewsbury  Union  Workhouse 
Dewsbury  General  Infirmary 
Leeds  General  Infirmary 
Oakwell  Joint  Hospital 
West  Riding  Asylums 
Royal  Infirmary,  Bradford 
The  Retreat,  York 
H.M.  Prison,  Leeds  ... 

Other  Addresses 

Total 


ed  as  follows 
30  deaths. 
2 

5 „ 

2 „ 

11  ,, 

1 death. 

1 „ 

1 „ 

2 deaths. 

55 
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CHART  SHEWING 

DEATH  RATE  of  BATLEY 

SINCE  1884. 


Actual 
No.  of 
Year  Deaths 


1884  (507 


1886 

1887 

1888 
1889 


579 

645 

511 

582 


1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 


1897 


1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 


701 

G18 

695 

487 

601 


556 

539 

612 

610 


604 

565 

459 

516 

637 


517 


Black— Batley.  Red— England  and  Wales. 


The  following  are  the  death  rates  for  the  four  wards 
in  the  Borough  during  1913: — 


North  Ward 
East  Ward 
West  Ward 
Soothill  Ward 


...  15.5  per  1,000. 


14.1 

13.0 

11.9 


>) 

}> 

)> 


1 

%of  Total 

WARDS. 

1913 

Persons 

Males 

Females 

Deaths. 

North 

East 

West 

Soothill 

January 

37 

15 

22 

7.2 

10 

13 

9 

5 

February 

37 

20 

17 

7.2 

9 

13 

9 

6 

March 

54 

26 

28 

10.4 

17 

17 

15 

5 

April 

50 

28 

22 

9.7 

15 

17 

11 

7 

May 

24 

9 

15 

4.6 

4 

11 

5 

4 

June 

50 

24 

26 

9.7 

21 

15 

9 

5 

July 

34 

16 

18 

6.6 

14 

8 

8 

4 

August 

40 

16 

24 

7.7 

10 

18 

6 

6 

September 

66 

34 

32 

12.8 

24 

22 

16 

4 

October 

39 

15 

24 

7.5 

18 

12 

4 

5 

November 

27 

14 

13 

5.2 

12 

9 

4 

2 

December 

59 

34 

25 

11.4 

21 

19 

12 

7 

1st  Quarter 

128 

61 

67 

24.8 

36 

43 

33 

16 

2nd 

124 

61 

63 

24.0 

40 

43 

25 

16 

3rd 

140 

66 

74 

27.1 

48 

48 

30 

14 

4th 

125 

63 

62 

24.1 

51 

40 

20 

14 

Total  1913... 

517 

25  L 

266 

100.0 

175 

174 

108 

60 
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INQUESTS. 

Inquests  were  held  during  the  year  as  follows  : — 


Residents. 


Jury’s  Verdict. 

Dysentery  (10  days)  Thrombosis  of  Cerebral  Veins 
(2  days) 

General  Paralysis  ... 

Valvular  Disease  of  Heart.  Acute  Dysentery  ... 

Fell  dead  from  Aortic  Disease  of  the  Heart 

Sudden  Heart  Failure  due  to  Acute  Broncho- 
Pneumonia  and  Chronic  Bronchitis 

Sudden  Heart  Failure  following  Influenza 

Bronchitis  and  Heart  Disease  accelerated  by  falling 
out  of  bed  on  to  the  stone  floor  ... 

Bronchitis  and  Heart  Failure  due  to  Heart  Disease 

Acute  Infective  Periostitis  of  the  right  Tibia  ac- 
celerated by  accidentally  falling  while  at  play 
in  the  Birstall  County  Council  School  ground 

Poisoned  himself  with  Cyanide  of  Potassium  while 
of  unsound  mind 

Drowned  himself  whilst  of  unsound  mind  through 
Epilepsy  and  being  out  of  work  ... 

Hanged  himself  with  a rope  whilst  temporarily 
insane 

Misadventure.  Blood  Poisoning  set  up  by  cutting 
a finger  with  a piece  of  looking  glass  and  in 
ignorance  applying  ointment  instead  of  keep- 
ing the  wound  open 

Haemorrhage  into  the  Peritoneal  Cavity  consequent 
upon  internal  injuries  caused  by  having  been 
accidentally  run  over  by  a waggon 

Found  drowned  without  any  mark  of  violence  ... 

Volvulus  of  Sigmoid  Flexure.  Fatty  Degeneration 
of  Heart 

Fractured  Ribs  and  injury  to  Lung  followed  by 
Pleurisy  and  Pneumonia  caused  by  falling 
against  the  fire  place 

Septicaemia  from  an  accidental  scalp  wound  and 
Haemorrhage  by  a presser  plate  falling  on 
his  head  through  a bolt  breaking  at  Union 
Street  Grease  Works 

Peritoneal  Band  small  intestine  and  Volvulus 
under  band  enterotomy  from  injury  received 
whilst  shoeing  horse 


Age  of 

person. 
47  years. 


35 

48 

6i 


)) 

}) 

)) 


57 

57 


79 

68 


yy 

yy 


5 „ 

22  „ 
44  „ 

36  „ 


53 


"29 

58 


yy 

yy 


58  „ 


48 


50 


54 


)> 
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Jury’s  Verdict. 

Shock  from  accidental  fracture  of  the  left  Tibia  by 
slipping  and  crossing  her  legs  when  being 
assisted  from  one  room  to  another  in  the 
Infirmary 

Found  dead  on  his  bedroom  floor  from  Acute 
Gastritis  due  to  Alcoholism 

Fell  dead  on  the  floor  from  sudden  heart  failure 
due  to  Fatty  Degeneration  of  the  Heart  ... 

Skull  accidentally  fractured  by  being  'knocked  down 
by  a cart  drawn  by  a horse  running  away  . . . 

Accidentally  suffocated  by  swallowing  a piece  of 
tripe  which  lodged  in  his  wind  pipe 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs.  Tuberculosis  of  Peritoneum 

Phthisis  accelerated  by  an  accidental  injury  to  his 
spine  while  riding  on  a full  tub  in  Shaw 
Cross  Colliery  by  his  back  being  caught  by  a 
low  bar 

Found  dead  from  insufficient  vitality  due  to  pre- 
mature birth  ... 


Age  of 
person. 


62  „ 
61 

64  „ 

76  „ 


74 

47 


54 


99 


30  hours. 


Found  dead  in  bed  with  his  parents  from  Broncho- 
Pneumonia  and  Heart  Failure  from  Congenital 
Defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 3 weeks. 


Accidentally  suffocated  by  being  overlaid  in  bed 

with  his  parepts  and  little  brother  ...  11  „ 

Sudden  Convulsions  due  to  Debility  and  insufficient 

inflation  of  lungs  ...  ...  ...  62  hours. 

Shock  from  crush  of  right  Leg  and  other  injuries 
caused  by  falling  under  wheel  of  trailer  drawn 
by  Traction  Engine  ...  ...  ...  27  years. 


Non-Kesidents. 


Shock  from  extensive  burns  caused  accidentally  by 
lighting  a pocket  handkerchief  at  an  un- 
protected fire  during  her  mother’s  absence... 

Cerebral  Meningitis  following  concussion  of  Brain 
by  accidentally  falling  from  his  bicycle  ... 

Shock  from  severe  concussion  of  the  Brain  by 
accidentally  falling  off  scaffold  at  College  Mill 
Birstal 

Fractured  ribs  and  injury  to  his  left  lung  by 
being  accidentally  struck  by  a fall  of  “ bind  ” 
in  Woodkirk  Quarry 


3 years. 


13 


39 


59 


a 


* ' I 
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45 
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APPENDIX, 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  TABLES. 

TABLE  I. 

Borough  of  Batley  — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1913  and  previous  Years 


! Year. 

1 

1908  

1909  

1910  

1911  

1912  

Population 
estimated  to 
Middle  of 
each  year. 

Un- 

corrected 

Number. 

3 

Births. 

Nett. 

Total  Deaths 
Registered  in  the 
District. 

Transferable 
Deaths  I 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to  the 
District. 

registered 

District. 

t 

Under  1 Year  of  Age 

At  all  Ages. 

Number. 

6 

Rate. 

7 

residents 
registered 
in  the 
District. 

+ 

Number 

4 

Rate. 

5 

Number 

10  1 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Nett 
Births 

11 

Number. 

12 

Rate. 

13 

31,720 

31,928 

36,818 

36,435 

36,602 

847 

867 

859 

736 

823 

852 

872 

27.0 

23.1 

22.3 

23.3 

23.8 

536 

428 

488 

598 

470 

16.8 

13.4 

13.2 

16.4 

12.8 

8 

11 

16 

16 

13 

37 

42 

44 

55 

56 

139 

86 

107 

100 

162 

116.8 

130 

187.7 

114.6 

565 

459 

516 

637 

513 

17.8 

14.4 

14.0 

17.4 

14.0 

1913 

36,775 

848 

852 

23.1 

478 

12.9 

16 

55 

98 

115 

517 

14.0 

Notes. — This  Table  is  arranged  to  show  the  gross  births  and  deaths  in  the  district,  and  the  births  and  deaths  properly  belonging  to  it 
with  the  corresponding  rates.  For  years  before  1911  some  of  the  corrected  rates  probably  will  not  be  available.  The  rates  should  be  calculated 
per  1000  of  the  estimated  gross  population.  In  a district  in  which  large  Public  Institutions  for  the  siok  or  infirm  seriously  affect  the  statistics, 
the  rates  in  Columns  5 and  13  may  be  calculated  on  a nett  population,  obtained  by  deducting  from  the  estimated  gross  population  the  average 
number  of  inmates  not  belonging  to  the  district  in  such  institutions. 

*In  column  8 are  to  be  included  the  whole  of  the  deaths  registered  during  the.  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district. 

In  Column  12  is  to  be  entered  the  number  in  Column  6,  corrected  by  subtraction  of  the  number  in  Column  8 and  by  addition  of  the  number 
in  Column  9.  Deaths  in  Column  10  are  to  be  similarly  corrected  by  subtraction  of  the  deaths  under  1,  included  in  the  number  given  in  Column 
8,  and  by  addition  of  the  deaths  under  1 included  in  the  number  given  in  Column  9. 

+The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  will  be  able  from  the  returns  made  to  him  by  the  local  Registrar  of  Deaths,  as  well  as  from  the  Quarterly 
lists  furnished  by  the  Registrar-General,  to  fill  in  Column  8 in  accordance  with  the  rule  in  the  next  paragraph  below.  The  Registrar-General, 
either  directly  or  through  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  will  supply  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  the  particulars  of  deaths 
to  be  entered  in  Column  9 ; and  all  such  deaths  must  be  included  in  this  Column,  unless  an  error  is  detected,  and  its  correction  has  been 
accepted  by  the  Registrar-General.  For  Column  4 the  Registrar-General  will  furnish  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  a Statement  of  the  number 
of  births  needing  to  be  added  to  or  subtracted  from  the  total  supplied  by  the  local  Registrar. 

X “ Transferable  Deaths”  are  deaths  of  persons  who,  having  a fixed  or  usual  residence  in  England  or  Wales,  die  in  a district  other  than 
that  in  which  they  resided.  The  deaths  of  persons  without  fixed  or  usual  residence,  e.g.,  casuals,  must  not  be  included  in  Columns  8 or  9, 
except  in  certain  instances  under  3 ( b ) below.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  will  state  in  Column  8 the  number  of  transferable  deaths  of  “ non- 
residents ” which  are  to  be  deducted,  and  will  state  in  Column  9 the  number  of  deaths  of  “ residents”  registered  outside  the  district  whioh  are 
to  be  added  in  calculating  the  nett  d6ath-rate  of  his  district. 

The  following  special  cases  arise  as  to  Transferable  Deaths : — 

(1)  Persons  dying  in  Institutions  for  the  sick  or  infirm,  such  as  hospitals,  lunatic  asylums,  Workhouses,  and  nursing  homes  (but  not  alms- 
houses) must  be  regarded  as  residents  of  the  district  in  which  they  had  a fixed  or  usual  residence  at  the  time  of  admission.  If  the  person  dying 
in  an  Institution  had  no  fixed  residence  at  the  time  of  admission,  the  death  is  not  transferable.  If  the  patient  has  been  directly  transfered  from 
one  such  institution  to  another,  the  death  is  transferable  to  the  district  of  residence  at  the  time  of  admission  to  the  first  Institution. 

(2)  The  deaths  of  infants  born  and  dying  within  a year  of  birth  in  an  Institution  to  which  the  mother  was  admitted  for  her  confinement 
should  be  referred  to  the  district  of  fixed  or  usual  residence  of  the  parent. 

(3)  Deaths  from  Violence  are  to  be  referred  ( a ) to  the  district  of  residence,  under  the  general  rule  ; (b)  if  this  district  is  unknown,  or  the 
deoeased  had  no  fixed  abode,  to  the  district  where  the  accident  occurred,  if  known ; ( c ) failing  this,  to  the  district  where  death  occurred,  if 
known  ; and  ( d ) failing  this,  to  the  district  where  the  body  was  found. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  ) Total  population  at  all  ages 36,395  ) 

(land  and  > 3,227.  Number  of  inhabited  houses 9,115  > 

inland  water.)  ) Average  number  of  persons  per /house .3.9  ) 


At  Census,  1911 
(cf.  Census, 
Vol.  V.) 


TABLE  IT. — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1913. 
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Isolation  Hospitals,  Oakwell  Joint  Hospital,  Birstall.  Dewsbury  Joint  Hospital,  Earlsheaton. 


TABLE  III. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  Year  1913. 


Causes  of  Death 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  Subjoined  Ages  of  “ Residents  ” 
whether  occurring  within  or  without  the  district,  (a) 


Total 
Deaths 
whether  of 
‘ Residents  ” 
or  “ Non- 


All 

ages. 

Jnder 

year 

1 and 

under  1 
2 

years 

2 and  l 

under  1 
5 

years 

j and  1 

under 

15 

years 

.5  and 

under 

25 

years 

25  and  4 

under  1 
45 

years 

5 and 
under 
65 

years 

>5  and 
up- 
waids 

in 

Institutions 
in  the 
District  ( b ) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

f Certified  (c) 
All  causes  < 

( Uncertified 

517 

98 

26 

14 

9 

11 

65  ] 

L44 

150 

16 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

Small  Pox 

Measles 

2 

1 

1 

Scarlet  F ever  . . 

1 

i 

Whooping-cough. 

5 

2 

i 

"2 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  . . . 

"9 

Influenza 

2 

1 

”3 

”2 

1 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tub- 

erculosis) 

20 

1 

2 

9 

7 

1 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

9 

1 

2 

*2 

3 

1 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

8 

1 

1 

3 

1 

’2 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

40 

25 

15 

3 

Rheumatic  Fever 

6 

i 

2 

3 

Meningitis  ( See  note  ( d ) ) 

5 

i 

1 

”2 

1 

24 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ... 

55 

1 

2 

”7 

21 

1 

Bronchitis 

40 

6 

] 

14 

19 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . . . 
Other  diseases  of  Respira- 

32 

11 

7 

2 

2 

6 

4 

”2 

tory  organs  ...  • • 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

7 

1 

3 

3 

(See  note  (e)  ) 

30 

16 

8 

4 

1 

2 

i 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

2 

i 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

5 

2 

3 

Alcoholism 

Nephritis  and  Brights 

1 

... 

8 

1 

10 

1 

Disease 

32 

1 

1 

12 

Puerperal  Fever 

Other  accidents  and  Dis- 
eases of  Pregnancy  and 

1 

. 

1 

1 0 

Parturition  ... 
Congenital  Debility  and 
Malformation,  including 

1 2 

r 

38 

1 ... 

| 

1 ^ 

Premature  Birth 
Violent  Deaths,  excluding 

! 38 

y 

1 

Suicide 

! 12 

2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

2 

Suicide 

. 3 

... 

2 

44 

... 

6 

Other  Defined  Diseases  .. 
Diseases  ill-defined  o 

.151 

r 

16 

j ”2 

”l 

1 

20 

! 67 

unknown 

... 

517 

98 

26 

14 

9 

11 

65 

144 

150 

16 

89 


TABLE  IV. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 


1913.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  1 Year  of  Age. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1 Week 

1-2  Weeks 

J 1 

<D 

TQ 

3-4  Weeks 

Total  under 

4 Weeks 

4 Weeks  & un- 

der 3 Months 

3-6  Months 

6-9  Months 

9-12  Months 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

1 

year. 

All  j Certified 

27 

5 

4 

4 

40 

23 

12 

9 

14 

98 

Causes  \ Uncertified  •• 

Small- pox 

i 

Cliicken-pox 

Measles 

1 

i 

Scarlet  Fever 

*.. 

Whooping  Cough 

i 

1 

2 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Erysipelas 

( Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

1 

1 

J Abdominal  Tuberculosis  (b) 

(Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

i 

Meningitis  ( not  Tuberculous ) 

• •• 

1 

1 

Convulsions 

4 

2 

*6 

1 

1 

8 

Laryngitis 

! 

Bronchitis 

i 

i 

1 

i 

"3 

”6 

Pneumonia  (all  forms ) 

* * 

1 ••• 

3 

3 

2 

3 

11 

j Diarrhoea 

1 

i 

2 

1 

1 

5 

(Enteritis 

1 ... 

... 

2 

3 

1 

2 

8 

Gastritis 

i ... 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Syphilis 

j ... 

Rickets 

... 

... 

Suffocation,  overlying 

... 

1 

*2 

”2 

Injury  at  Birth  ... 

i 

... 

Atelectasis 

I 

C Congenital  Malformations^ 

• i 

l 

1 ••• 

i 

i 

... 

”2 

1 Premature  Birth 

16 

"s 

1 

20 

i 

... 

21 

| Atrophy,  Debility  and 

V Marasmus 

6 

i 

1 

2 

10 

4 

1 

15 

Other  Causes 

- 

1 

T 

6 

1 

1 

11 

27 

5 

4 

4 

40 

23 

12 

9 

14 

98 

Nett  Births  in  the  year 


( legitimate  813. 
( illegitimate  39. 


Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of 
90 


legitimate  infants  91. 
illegitimate  infants  7. 


NOTES  TO  TABLE  III. 


The  classification  and  numbering  of  Causes  of  Death  are 
those  of  the  “ Short  List  ” on  page  XXV.  of  the  Manual 
of  the  International  List  of  Causes  of  Death,  which  should 
be  consulted  and  followed  in  all  cases  of  doubt. 

Copies  of  this  Manual  were  distributed  to  Medical  Offi- 
cers of  Health  in  1912  by  the  Registrar-General,  and  may 
be  purchased  either  directly  or  through  any  bookseller  from 
Wyman  & Sons,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C.,  price  1/-. 

(a)  All  “Transferable  Deaths”  of  residents,  i. e.,  of  persons 
resident  in  the  District  who  have  died  outside  it,  are 
to  be  included  with  the  other  deaths  in  columns  2-10. 
Transferable  deaths  of  non-residents,  i.  e.,  of  persons 
resident  elsewhere  in  England  and  Wales  who  have  died 
in  the  District,  are  in  like  manner  to  be  excluded  from 
these  columns.  For  the  precise  meaning  of  the  term 
“ transferable  deaths  ” see  footnote  to  Table  I. 

The  total  deaths  in  column  2 of  Table  III.  should  equal 
the  figures  for  the  year  in  column  12  of  Table  I. 

(b)  All  deaths  occurring  in  institutions  for  the  sick  and 

infirm  situated  within  the  district,  whether  of  residents 
or  of  non-residents,  are  to  be  entered  in  the  last  column 
of  Table  III. 

(c)  All  deaths  certified  by  registered  Medical  Practitioners 

and  all  Inquest  cases  are  to  be  classed  as  “ Certified  ; 
all  other  deaths  are  to  be  regarded  as  “Uncertified.” 

(d)  Exclusive  of  “ Tuberculous  Meningitis  ” (10),  but  in- 

clusive of  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis. 

(e)  Title  19  should  be  used  for  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis  at  all  ages.  (In  the  “ Short  List  ” deaths  from 
Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under  2 years  are  included  under 
Title  19;  those  at  2 years  and  over  being  placed  under 
Title  28.) 
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NOTES  TO  TABLE  IV. 


(a)  The  total  in  the  last  column  of  Table  IV.  should  equal 
the  total  in  column  10  of  Table  I,  and  in  column  3 
of  Table  III. 

(b)  Under  Abdominal  Tuberculosis  are  to  be  included  deaths 
from  Tuberculous  Peritonitis  and  Enteritis  and  from 
Tabes  Mesenterica. 

(c)  The  total  deaths  from  Congenital  Malformations,  Pre- 
mature Birth,  Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus,  should 
equal  the  total  in  Table  III.  under  the  heading  Con- 
genital Debility,  and  Malformation  including  Premature 
Birth. 

Want  of  Breast  Milk  should  be  included  under  Atrophy 
and  Debility. 

(d)  For  references  to  the  meaning  of  any  other  headings, 
see  notes  attached  to  Table  III. 

In  recording  the  facts  under  the  various  headings  of 
Tables  I.,  II.,  III.  and  IV.,  attention  has  been  given 
to  the  notes  on  the  Tables. 

G.  H.  PEARCE,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Date,  February  28th,  1914. 
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BOROUGH  OF  BATLEY. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL 
MEDICAL  OFFICER 

FOR  THE  YEAR 
1913. 


Presented  to  the  School  Management  Committee, 
Feb.  23rd,  1914. 

G.  H.  PEARCE,  M.D.  (Durh.),  D.P.H.  (Camb.) 
Of  the  Inner  Temple,  Barrisber-a,t-La\v. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Batley. 

February  13th,  1914. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Education  Committee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  a report  upon  the 
medical  inspection  of  elementary  school  children  in  this 
Borough  for  the  year  1913. 

It  is  a record  which  shows  that  a large  amount  of  work 
has  been  got  through  during  the  year  and  I trust  that  the 
results  will  be  of  lasting  benefit  to  the  scholars. 

It  is  particularly  pleasing  to  find  the  parents  are  at- 
tending the  inspections  in  increasing  numbers  and  the 
frequent  expressions  of  thanks  for  advice  given  is  also 
gratifying. 

Owing  to  the  new  regulations  of  the  Board  of  Education 
the  scope  of  the  work  required  will  be  increased  by  at  least 
one  third  from  April  1st  1915.  Grants  are  to  be  extended  for 
the  school  medical  service  and  will  be  made  in  oonnect4on 
with  medical  inspection,  medical  treatment,  and  work  an- 
cillary to  medical  treatment.  The  Board  expresses  the  hope 
that  these  grants  will  encourage  local  authorities  to  improve 
both  the  scope  and  efficiency  of  the  school  medical  service 
and  such  will  be  taken  into  account  in  fixing  the  rate  of 
grant. 

The  questions  necessary  for  your  consideration  at  present 
are  the  arrangements  to  be  made  for  carrying  out  these  in- 
creased requirements,  together  with  duties  arising  under 
the  Mental  Deficiency  Act  1913,  the  establishment  of  dental 
and  ophthalmic  departments  of  the  school  clinic,  of  a care 
of  children  committee,  and  the  instruction  of  tubercular 
children  out  of  doors,  such  for  instance  as  in  the  Park. 

The  teaching  of  hygiene  by  the  nurses  to  the  older  girls, 
as  in  other  towns,  is  also  very  desirable  and  is  recommended 
by  the  Board  of  Education.  It  can  be  readily  undertaken 
when  you  think  it  desirable. 
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The  new  table  of  the  Board  of  Education  relating  to 
medical  inspection  was  not  asked  for  until  the  close  of  the 
year  and  as  our  returns  had  been  completed  as  in  previous 
years  it  caused  much  labour  and  inconvenience  in  having 
to  practically  start  afresh. 

Had  notice  been  given  earlier  in  the  year  this  would 
have  been  obviated. 

I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

• Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  PEARCE. 


PART  I. 

PRELIMINARY  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR 
MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

The  following  are  the  thirteen  schools  with  twenty-nine 
departments  in  connection  with  which  the  work  of  medical 
inspection  of  scholars  has  to  be  undertaken 


Name  of  School. 

Accom- 

modation 

Average 

Atten- 

dance 

Name  of  School. 

Accom- 

modation 

Average 

Atten- 

dance 

Batley  C.  E.  Mixed  ... 

256 

250 

St.  Mary’s  R.C.  Mixed 

406 

286 

do.  Infants 

138 

124 

do.  Infants 

’69 

136 

Brownliill  C.E.  Mixed 

207 

145 

Staincliffe  C.E.  Mixed 

246 

230 

do.  Infants 

66 

45 

do.  Infants 

91 

77 

Carlinghow  Boys 

191 

159 

Warwick  Road  Boys 

264 

191 

do.  Girls 

190 

178 

do.  Girls 

195 

170 

do.  Infants... 

239 

154 

do.  Infants 

239 

174 

Field  Lane 

201 

153 

Gregory  Street  Girls 

127 

109 

Healey  Mixed 

198 

201 

do.  Infants 

119 

84 

do.  Infants 

174 

141 

Hanging  Heaton 

Park  Road  Boys 

264 

252 

Mixed 

155 

127 

do.  Girls 

224 

194 

do.  Infants 

69 

45 

do.  Infants  . . . 

252 

169 

Mill  Lane  Mixed 

250 

283 

Purlwell  Boys 

276 

239 

do.  Infants  ... 

150 

86 

do.  Girls 

300 

242 

do.  Infants 

255 

213 

The  total  accommodation  is  for  5,911  children  and  the 
average  attendance  is  4,857. 
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CO-ORDINATION. 


In  Batley  the  School  Medical  Officer  is  also  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  hence  this  is  complete. 

SCHEDULE  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

The  schedule  of  the  Board  of  Education  has  been  fol- 
lowed throughout. 

In  addition,  the  School  Medical  Officer  has  voluntarily 
and  without  remuneration— as  in  previous  .years— examined 
all  children  aged  7 who  were  upon  the  rolls  of  the  schools. 

During  1913  the  number  of  children  aged  seven  who 
underwent  this  examination  was  606,  and  since  the  work 
was  commenced  2,777  of  these  children  have  been  examined. 
Recently  extra  grant  lias  been  received  by  the  Education 
Committee  from  the  Board  of  Education  for  this  work. 

If  the  statutory  requirements  had  strictly  been  adhered 
to,  as  in  neighbouring  towns  where  only  entrants  and  leavers 
are  examined,  these  children  would  have  all  been  missed. 

The  Board  of  Education  in  the  Circular  of  August  18th 
1913  to  Local  Education  Authorities  gives  notice  that  “for 
the  year  beginning  on  the  1st  April,  1915,  and  subsequent 
years,  it  will  be  required  that  provision  shall  be  made  for 
the  medical  inspection  of  all  children  between  eight  and 
nine  years  of  age,  as  well  as  for  the  group  of  entrants 
and  the  group  of  children  between  12  and  13  years  of  age.” 

This  will  increase  the  compulsory  examinations  by  one 
third.  The  voluntary  work  done  by  myself  has  come  to  an 
end.  Many  Education  Authorities  are  making  arrangements 
to  increase  their  staff  in  order  to  cope  with  these  additional 
duties. 

RECORDS  OF  EXAMINATION. 

The  Card  Index  System  is  adopted.  Each  school  and 
department  has  its  own  separate  cabinet  all  being  kept  in 
the  office  of  the  School  Medical  Officer.  Reference  can  thus 
be  readily  made  to  the  record  of  any  particular  scholar  at 
any  time  if  necessary. 
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STAFF. 


The  actual  inspections  are  carried  out  by  the  School 
Medical  Officer.  A School  Nurse,  who  devotes  her  whole 
time  to  the  work,  assists.  The  services  of  a clerk  and  a 
junior  are  utilised  to  the  extent  of  half  their  time. 

The  School  Nurse  is  Miss  Marie  Niblett  who  holds  the 
certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  in  addition  to  her 
Nursing  Certificates. 


TEACHERS. 

On  receipt  of  notification  from  the  School  Medical  Officer 
of  an  intended  visit  and  inspection  the  head  teachers  fill  up 
a 'form  and  send  it  out  to  the  parents  of  every  child  to  be 
examined  giving  the  time  and  place  of  examination  and  in- 
viting them  to  be  present.  A card  is  also  sent  to  the  parents 
asking  for  answers  to  queries  respecting  previous  illnesses 
the  child  may  have  suffered  from. 

The  head-teaclier  supplies  upon  the  child’s  medical  in- 
spection card  all  particulars  relating  to  age,  standard,  at- 
tendance, &c.,  which  obviously  no  other  person  is  able  to 
furnish.  The  particulars  respecting  cleanliness,  clothing,  and 
footgear,  are  also  given  by  the  liead-teachers. 

In  the  case  of  all  children  where  defects  are  found, 
the  teacher  is  informed  so  that,  if  necessary,  modification 
of  the  curriculum  may  be  employed.  In  some  cases  the 
teachers  have  been  present  during  the  whole  of  the  ex- 
amination. Their  presence  is  always  welcome  and  in  my 
opinion  is  very  desirable. 

ATTENDANCE  OFFICERS. 

Much  assistance  has  been  received  during  the  year  from 
the  two  Attendance  Officers.  They  regularly  notify  cases  of 
illness  in  children  observed  by  them  in  the  course  of  their 
duties.  All  these  cases  are  followed  up  by  the  School  Nurse 
and  appropriate  action  taken  where  necessary. 
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DISTURBANCE  OE  SCHOOL  ARRANGEMENTS. 


The  examination  has  been  carried  out  in  a class-room, 
emptied  for  the  purpose,  in  all  the  schools  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Staincliffe,  where  owing  to>  want  of  space  the  work 
had  to  be  done  in  the  cloak-room,  and  for  similar  reasons, 
at  the  Parish  Church  School,  the  inspection  ;was  carried  out 
in  the  Church  Institute  which  adjoins  the  'school,  and  was 
kindly  placed  at  our  disposal  by  t,h,e  Vicar  of  Batley. 

In  a recent  report  made  to  the  School  Management 
Committee  upon  the  type  of  a proposed  new  school  to  be 
erected  at  Healey,  a district  within  the  Borough  of  Batley, 
the  School  Medical  Officer  made  the  following  remarks  .which 
may  here  be  repeated : — 

“Additional  Rooms.  Two  rooms  for  the  use  of 
teachers  should  be  provided  and  there  should  be  suitable 
lavatory  accommodation. 

' i : ' ! { i i " : 

When  Medical  Inspections  are  taking  place  these 
rooms  would  then  be  available,  in  the  one  case  as  a wait- 
ing room  foT  parents  and  alternatively  as  a room  in  which 
the  Medical  Officer  could  carry  out  inspection  of  the 
children. 

At  present,  in  some  cases,  parents  have  to  stand 
about  the  corridors  or  outside  the  schools  whilst  waiting 
and  the  actual  Medical  Inspection  has  to  be  conducted  in 
a cloak-room  or  off  the  premises  altogether  (for  ,which 
special  permission  has  to  be  obtained  from  the  Board  of 
Education). 

Where  the  Medical  Inspection  is  conducted  in  a 
class-room  emptied  of  children  the  school  work  is  dis- 
organized and  tjie  arrangements  for  parents,  teachers, 
children,  school  nurse  and  doctor  are  not  at  all  satis- 
factory. ” i 
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PART  II. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  THE  SCHOLARS. 

THE  NUMBER  OF  VISITS 
PAID  TO  SCHOOLS  AND  DEPARTMENTS 

lias  amounted  to  192  in  the  case  of  Routine  Inspections. 

The  School  Medical  Officer  has  visited  the  schools  in 
connection  with  routine,  non-routine,  and  special  examina- 
tions 65  'times  during  tjie  year.  The  School  Nurse  has  visited 
242  times. 

The  total  number  of  visits  paid  to  the  schools  for  all 
purposes  connected  with  medical  inspection  of  the  scholars 
during  1913  amounted  to  499. 

AGE  GROUPS  OF  CHILDREN  INSPECTED. 

T,he  children  examined  were  all  those  whose  fifth, 
seventh,  and  thirteenth  birthdays  fell  during  the  year  1913. 
In  other  Vords,  all  children  born  during  the  years  1908, 
1906,  and  1900. 

ROUTINE  INSPECTION. 

NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  INSPECTED. 

The  total  number  of  children  who  underwent  the  rou- 
tine medical  inspection  duling  the  year  was  1,596.  This 
was  made  up  as  follows. 


Sex  and  Age. 

1913. 

Average  for  last 
five  years. 

Boys 

13 

232 

203 

Girls 

13 

237 

217 

Boys 

7 

308 

264 

Girls 

7 

298 

279 

Boys 

5 

278 

193 

Girls 

5 

243 

203 

Infants  newly  admitted  but 
under  5 years 

198 

(last  2 
73  years) 
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NON-ROUTINE  EXAMINATIONS. 


In  addition  to  the  routine  examinations  many  children 
have  been  examined  and  re-examined  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer  both  in  the  schools  and  at  the  School  Clinic.  These 
children  did  not  come  within  the  prescribed  age  groups  for 
the  routine  examinations,  but  were  noticed  as  being  defective 
in  some  manner.  The  parents  were  advised  and  they  we-re 
kept  under  observation  in  every  case.  The  number  of  children 
dealt  with  in  this  way  totalled  198. 

Adding  together  the  various  numbers  of  children  ex- 
amined in  the  schools,  and  at  the  School  Clinic,  it  would 
appear  that  the  School  Medical  Officer  has  dealt  with  a total 
of  2,471  or  44J  per  cent.,  of  the  total  number  of  children  on 
the  school  registers  during  1913. 

TIME  OCCUPIED  IN  INSPECTION. 

The  teachers  carry  out  such  preliminaries  as  weighing, 
measuring,  preparation  of  cards — so  far  as  name,  address, 
&c.,  of  the  child  is  concerned,  together  with  particulars  of 
the  home  circumstances  of  the  child — and  notification  to 
parents  of  the  intended  inspection,  before  the  visit  of  the- 
School  Medical  Officer.  The  School  Nurse  does  a preliminary 
test  of  all  children’s  eyesight,  using  Snellen’s  test  types.  She 
also  does  a preliminary  test  of  the  hearing,  using  the  watch, 
the  tuning  fork,  and  the  forced  whisper.  The  average  time 
taken  in  the  examination  of  each  child  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer  is  five  minutes. 

ATTENDANCE  OF  PARENTS. 

During  1913  the  percentage  of  parents  who  attended 
with  their  children  at  the  routine  examination  was  69. 9 
as  follows  : — 


Sex  and  Age. 

1913. 

Average  for  last 
three  years. 

Boys  13 

46*1* 

461% 

Girls  13 

691°/. 

64-2% 

Boys  7 

72.4* 

659% 

Girls  7 

71‘8°/o 

06-2% 

Boys  and  Girls,  5 and  under 

78*3°/o 

68-6% 

100 


TABLE  OF  HEIGHTS  AND  WEIGHTS-BOYS. 


AGE  LAST  BIRTHDAY. 


Name  of  School. 

5 

7 

13 

’fcJD 

© "S 

g-g 

jj  jj 

J’S 

|| 

|| 

n 

1-9 

'1*1 

|| 

fa 

a>! 

g># 

& X 

g.S 

©■S 

S.S 

<1 

< 

<1 

<3 

Park  Road 

39 

40.4 

38,3 

27 

44.1 

44.5 

33 

53.3 

70.1 

St.  Mary’s 

32 

39.3 

38.9 

26 

42.6 

46.3 

26 

53.3 

68.3 

Healey  ... 

19 

40.5 

39.2 

21 

44.3 

45.4 

14 

52.5 

67.3 

Purl  well 

28 

40.4 

39.2 

38 

44.4 

45.2 

30 

55.4 

74.8 

Parish  Church  ... 

23 

40.4 

38.2 

31 

44.5 

45.0 

17 

55.2 

75.1 

Staineliffe 

15 

40.2 

37.1 

23 

43.9 

42.4 

16 

52.6 

65.5 

Field  Lane 

17 

39.0 

35.1 

23 

42.9 

41.4 

- 

- 

- 

Carlinghow 

29 

38.9 

35.1 

28 

43.4 

44.1 

10 

55.8 

70.0 

Brownhill 

9 

40.6 

38.8 

11 

43.3 

43.9 

8 

54.3 

71.3 

Warwick  Road  ... 

25 

39.6 

34.1 

35 

43.1 

42.6 

39 

54.4 

71.8 

Mill  Lane 

18 

41.0 

39.0 

25 

43.4 

46.2 

26 

54.4 

71.7 

Hanging  Heaton ... 

9 

40.1 

•37.7 

8 

43.3 

41.4 

13 

54.2 

71.0 

Gregory  Street  ... 

15 

39.9 

36.6 

12 

44.5 

45.0 

H 

- | 

- 

Average  for  the  13  Schools 
Anthropometrical  Commit- 
tee’s Standard... 

278 

40.0 

37.4 

308 

43.6 

44.1 

232 

54.1 

70.6 

— 

41.0 

39.9 

— 

45.9 

49.7 

— 

56.9 

82.6 

Average  expressed  in  Metric 

Measure  (Centimetres  and 
Kilogrammes) 

(a)  for  the  Thirteen  Schools 

cm. 

kg. 

cm. 

kg- 

cm. 

kg. 

101.6 

16.9 

— 

110.7 

20.0 

137.6 

31.8 

(b)  Anthropometrical  Com- 

mittee’s Standard 

104.2 

18.1 

117.0 

22.6 

— 

144.7 

37.5 

TABLE  OF  HEIGHTS  AND  WEIGHTS— GIRLS. 


AGE  LAST  BIRTHDAY. 


Name  of  School. 

5 

7 

13 

2| 

1| 

Jl 

jj  jj 

If 

Jl 

|| 

t s 
& § 

fi 

In 

§ = 
Is  S 

If 

sf 

i'a 

■ fa 

a a 

0 

<i 

<i 

< 

Park  Road 

28 

39.3 

36.3 

32 

43.3 

44.6 

26 

54.2 

72.3 

St.  Mary’s 

24 

39.0 

37.2 

25 

43.6 

45.2 

17 

52.2 

68.6 

Healey  ... 

10 

39.7 

36.1 

23 

42.3 

40.4 

20 

53.4 

68.0 

Purlwell 

32 

39.5 

36.9 

49 

43.9 

43.3 

31 

53.8 

70.8 

Parish  Church  ... 

30 

40.4 

38.1 

21 

44.2 

44.3 

21 

55.4 

73.4 

Staincliffe 

10 

39.4 

35.8 

16 

43.8 

40.8 

19 

54.4 

67.2 

Field  Lane 

16 

38.5 

34.3 

27 

42,1 

39.6 

- 

- 

- 

Carlinghow 

20 

38.1 

33.3 

31 

42.5 

39.4 

19 

55.3 

74.0 

Brownhill 

11 

38.9 

35.1 

11 

43.2 

40.6 

10 

54.6 

71.3 

Warwick  Road  ... 

22 

39.3 

33.6 

22 

42.8 

42.7 

34 

55.6 

76.7 

MU1  Lane 

14 

40.8 

38.2 

16 

45.5 

44.6 

13 

55.1 

68.0 

Hanging  Heaton... 

5 

38.8 

33.3 

12 

44.0 

43.9 

10 

56.2 

74.0 

Gregory  Street  ... 

21 

38.7 

35.3 

13 

43.9 

42.1 

17 

55.9 

77.5 

Average  for  the  13  Schools 
Anthropometrical  Commit- 

243 

39.2 

35.6 

298 

43.4 

42.4 

237 

54.6 

71.8 

tee’s  Standard. . . 

40.5 

39.2 

— 

44.4 

47.5 

— 

57.7 

87.2 

Average  expressed  in  Metric 

Measure  (Centimetres  and 
Kilogrammes) 

cm. 

kg- 

cm. 

kg. 

cm.  . 

kg- 

(a)  for  ihe  Thirteen  Schools 

(b)  Anthropometrical  Com- 

B 

99.3 

16.1 

110.3 

19.2 

B 

138.6 

32.6 

mittee’s  Standard 

1 

103.0 

17.5 

113.0 

21.5 

— 

146.0 

39.5 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  parents  have  attended  in  larger 
numbers  during  1913  than  in  previous  years.  This  is  gratify- 
ing and  testifies  to  the  interest  taken  by  them  in  the  medical 
inspections.  Thanks  are  also  frequently  expressed  by  parents 
for  advice  given.  It  is  singular  that  the  percentage  of 
parents  attending  in  respect  of  boys  aged  13  is  exactly  the 
same  as  the  average  for  the  three  preceding  years. 

HEIGHTS  AND  WEIGHTS. 

Tables  are  given  shewing  the  heights  and  weights  of 
the  various  groups  of  children  examined  at  each  school. 

Short  summary  tables  are  also  given  for  the  year  1913, 
a comparison  being  made  with  the  previous  five  years  and 
with  the  Anthropometrical  Committee’s  Standard,  which  latter 
is  taken  as  giving  the  normal  weight  and  height  of  healthy 
children  of  similar  age  in  this  country. 

On  page  407  of  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Medical  Officer 
to  the  Board  of  Education  is  given  a table  of  “ Heights  and 
Weights  of  Elementary  School  Children  in  England  and  Wales 
based  on  upwards  of  800,000  observations  recorded  in  School 
Medical  Officer’s  Reports  and  tabulated  by  Mr.  Arthur  Green- 
wood— 1913.”  A comparison  is  also  shewn  between  this 
table  and  Batley  School  children. 
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AVERAGE  WEIGHT  OF  BATLEY  CHILDREN. 


Age 

Group. 

(Years). 

BOYS. 

Average 

for 

1913. 

Average 
for  last 

5 years. 

Anthropo- 

metrical 

Commit- 

tee’s 

Standard. 

Average  weight  of  Elemen- 
tary School  Children  in  Eng- 
land & Wales  based  on  up- 
wards of  800,000  observa- 
tions. (Greenwood,  1913). 

5 

37.4  lbs. 

36.0  lbs. 

39.9  lbs. 

38.6  lbs. 

7 

44.1  lbs. 

44.0  lbs. 

49.7  lbs. 

46.4  lbs.  ; 

13 

70.6  lbs. 

71.0  lbs. 

82.6  lbs. 

77.4  lbs. 

GIRLS. 

5 

35.6  lbs. 

34.7  lbs. 

39.2  lbs. 

37.7  lbs. 

7 

42.4  lbs. 

42.7  lbs. 

47.5  lbs. 

44.9  lbs. 

13 

71.8  lbs. 

71.5  lbs. 

87.2  lbs. 

80.3  lbs. 

AVERAGE  HEIGHT  OF  BATLEY  CHILDREN. 


Age 

Group. 

(Years). 

BOYS. 

Average 

for 

1913. 

Average 
for  last 

5 years. 

Anthropo- 

metrical 

Commit- 

tee’s 

Standard. 

Average  height  of  Elemen- 
tary School  Children  in  Eng- 
land & Wales  based  on  up 
wards  of  800,000  observa- 
tions. (Greenwood,  1913). 

5 

40.0ins. 

41.5ins. 

41.0ins. 

40.6ins. 

7 

43.6ins. 

43.5ins. 

45.9ins. 

45.0ins. 

13 

54.1ins. 

54.0ins. 

56.9ins. 

56.0ins. 

GIRLS. 

5 

39.2ins. 

38.5ins. 

40.5ins. 

40.4ins. 

7 

43.4ins. 

42.0ins. 

44.4ins. 

44.7ins. 

13 

54.6ins. 

54.5ins. 

57.7ins. 

56.8ins. 
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Table  giving  a summary  of  the  defects  found  in  the  thirteen  schools  examined,  the  children  being 
classified  according  to  age,  group,  and  sex. 


DEFECTS  FOUND. 

Age  5. 

1st. 

Examination 

Age  7. 

2nd. 

Examination 

Age  13. 

3rd. 

Examination 

Totals 

Average 

for  last 

5 years. 

No. 

ratio 

N 

0. 

ratio 

No. 

ratio 

fou 

nd 

°/ 

fou 

nd 

°/ 

'o 

fou 

nd 

/ 

l 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

B 

G 

B 

G 

B 

G 

B 

G 

B 

G 

B 

G 

81 

69 

29.1 

28  3 

80 

82 

25.9 

27.5 

71 

59 

30.6 

24.8 

442 

27.6 

247 

19.8 

8 

5 

2.8 

2.0 

10 

11 

3.2 

3.6 

23 

31 

9.9 

13.0 

88 

5.5 

96 

7.6 

Verminous  Head 

2 

90 

0.7 

37.0 

3 

123 

0.9 

41.2 

3 

50 

1.2 

21.0 

271 

16.9 

221 

17.6 

74 

66 

26.6 

27.1 

89 

84 

28.8 

28.1 

77 

61 

33.1 

25.7 

451 

28.2 

268 

21.4 

1 

5 

0.3 

2.0 

6 

5 

1.9 

1.6 

2 

4 

0.8 

1.6 

23 

1.4 

38 

3.0 

Enlarged  Tonsils 

5 

4 

1.7 

1.6 

11 

7 

3.5 

2.3 

9 

12 

3.8 

5.0 

48 

3.0 

82 

6.5 

Enlarged  Glands 

18 

18 

6.4 

7.4 

18 

29 

5.8 

9.7 

8 

14 

3.4 

5.9 

105 

6.5 

72 

5.7 

97 

81 

34.8 

33.3 

47 

61 

15.2 

20.4 

42 

36 

18.1 

15.1 

364 

22.8 

242 

19.3 

85 

77 

30.5 

31.6 

83 

67 

26.9 

22.4 

114 

128 

49.1 

54.0 

554 

34^7 

523 

41.8 

„ 4-9 

79 

76 

28.4 

31.2 

139 

142 

45.1 

47.6 

66 

67 

28.4 

28.2 

569 

35.6 

400 

32.0 

„ all  ' „ 

17 

9 

6.1 

3.7 

39 

28 

12.6 

9.3 

10 

6 

4.3 

2.5 

109 

6.8 

82 

6.5 

13 

10 

4.6 

4.1 

16 

11 

5.3 

3.6 

7 

4 

3.0 

1.6 

61 

3.8 

151 

4.0 

Defective  Sight 

53 

62 

17.2 

20.8 

54 

59 

23.2 

24.8 

228 

21.2 

138 

14.1 

Defective  Speech 

2 

— 

0.7 

— 

7 

gj ; 

2.2 

0.3 

2 

2 

0.8 

0.8 

14 

0.8 

26 

2.0 

Ear  Disease 

3 

1 

1.0 

0.4 

—a 

4 

— 

1.3 

3 

2 

1.2 

0.8 

13 

0.8 

23 

1.8 

Defective  Hearing 

3 

2 

1.0 

0.8 

10 

9 

3.2 

3.0 

22 

12 

9.4 

5.0 

58 

3.6 

45 

3.6 

Mental  Condition, 

Backward 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

0.6 

0.3 

6 

3 

2.5 

1.2 

12 

0.7 

30 

2.4 

Defective 

1 

— 

0.4 

— 

1 

0.06 

4 

0.3 

Disease  of  Heart 

— 

i 

— 

0.4 

i 

3 

0.3 

1.0 

5 

5 

2.1 

2.1 

15 

0.9 

18 

1.4 

„ Lungs 

15 

9 

5.3 

3.7 

8 

12 

2.5 

4.0 

3 

7 

1.2 

2.9 

54 

3.3 

39 

3.1 

„ Nervous  System 

— 

1 

— 

0.4 

1 

— 

0.3 

— 

4 

2 

1.7 

0.8 

8 

0.4 

4 

0.3 

Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary 

3 

3 

1.0 

1.2 

3 

1 

0.9 

0.3 

4 

8 

1.7 

3.3 

22 

1.3 

9 

0.7 

Osseous 

— 1 

— i 

— 

— 

1 

— 

0.3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

0.06 

1 

0.08 

Glandular 

2 

— 

0.7 

— 

3 

— 

0.9 

— 

1 

' 3 

0.4 

1.2 

9 

0.5 

7 

0.5 

Rickets 

39 

15 

14.0 

6.1 

41 

21 

13.3 

7.0 

20 

5 

8.6 

2.1 

141 

8.8 

94 

7.5 

Deformities 

44 

18 

15.8 

7.4 

46 

23 

14.9 

7.7 

23 

6 

9.9 

2.5 

160 

10.0 

109 

8.7 

2 

3 

0.7 

1.2 

0.6 

0.4 

26 

2.0 

Infectious  or  Contagious 

Disease 

j a 

1 

— 

0.4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

1 

0.06 

14 

1.1 

Other  Diseases  or  Defects 

3 

— 

1.0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

0.4 

— 

4 

0.2 

12 

0.9 

Unvaccinated 

129 

96 

46.4 

39.5 

85 

83 

27.5 

27.8 

114 

124 

49.1 

52.3 

631 

39.5 

441 

35.2 

Mother  goes  out  to  work 

50 

49 

17.9 

20.1 

51 

38 

16.5 

12.7 

43 

32 

18.5 

13.5 

263 

16.4 

197 

15.7 

Free  from  classified 

defect  excluding 

defective  teeth 

125 

102 

44.9 

41.5 

119 

73 

38.6 

24.4 

81 

73 

34.9 

30.8 

573 

35.9 

497 

39.7 

Total  number  examined 

278 

243 

308 

298 

232 

237 

1596 

1250 

Number  of  children  aged  5 and  13  examined  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Board  of  Education  in  respect  of  whom 
directions  were  given  for  treatment  of  defects  including  a classified  statement  of  such  defects. 


SCHOOL. 

Number  of  Children 

examined 

Number  of  Children 

found  with  defects 

excluding  defective  teeth 

Percentage  of  Children 

with  defects 

excluding  defective  teeth 

Clothing  and  Footgear  1 

Nutrition 

Verminous  Heads 

J 

External 
Eye  Diseases 

1 Defective  Sight 

Teeth 

Blepharitis  1 

1 Conjunctivitis 

Strabismus 

1 Disease  of  Cornea 

1 Muscular  Defects 

< 

1-4  defective 

4-9  defective 

All  Bad 

Enlarged  Tonsil 

Infants 

Parish  Church 

53 

30 

56.6 

4 

— 

13 

3 

_ 

i 

— 

— 

1 

1C 

18 

! 2(J 

5 

Brownhill ... 

20 

12 

60.0 

4 

— 

8 

7 



— 

— 

1 

1 

9 

E 

i 3 

2 

Carlinghow 

49 

23 

46.9 

5 

4 

4 

6 

— 

4 

— 

— 

1 

| 

21 

IS 

' 9 

i 

Field  Lane 

33 

18 

54.5 

5 

2 

8 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

13 

7 

13 

i 

Healey 

29 

12 

41.3 

10 

2 

6 

9 



2 

— 

— 

1 

I 

9 

15 

3 

2 

i 

Park  Road 

67 

57 

85.0 

50 

— 

12 

39 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

11 

25 

28 

3 

i 

Purlwell  ... 

60 

22 

36.6 

5 

— 

9 

9 

i 

- 

1 

— 

- 

27 

11 

17 

5 

i 

St.  Harv’s  ... 

56 

47 

83.5 

36 

2 

16 

38 

i 



— 

1 

17 

16 

20 

3 



Staincliffe 

25 

11 

44.0 

— 

_ 

4 

1 



1 

__ 

15 

5 

5 

2 

Warwick  Road 

47 

24 

51.0 

10 

3 

4 

10 

2 



1 

— 

1 



21 

10  15 

1 



Gregory  Street 

36 

15 

41.6 

8 



2 

8 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

13 

10 

11 

2 



Hanging  Heaton 

14 

9 

64.2 

8 

— 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

7 

4 





Hill  Lane  ... 

32 

14 

43.7 

5 

4 

P 

1 

— 

— 

I 

— 

9 

13 

7 

3 

1 

Girls 

Parish  Church 

21 

10 

47.6 

1 

1 

4 

3 

6 

l 

13 

7 



1 

Brownhill  ... 

10 

8 

80.0 

4 

1 

4 

4 

3 

4 

2 

1 

Carlinghow 

19 

13 

68.4 

3 

5 

3 











5 

17 

2 



2 

Healey 

20 

18 

90.0 

8 

3 

7 

7 











3 

2 

13 

4 

1 

2 

Park  Road 

26 

19 

73.0 

12 

2 

3 

9 

11 

4 

14 

8 

Purlwell  ... 

31 

18 

58.0 

8 

7 

— 

8 

1 



1 



1 

3 

4 

17 

9 

1 

1 

St.  Mary’s  ... 

17 

14 

82.3 

8 

3 

6 

8 

7 

6 

8 

3 

Staincliffe  ... 

19 

16 

84.2 

6 

4 

8 

10 

1 







4 

2 

10 

1 

Warwick  Road 

34 

21 

61.7 

4 

3 

5 

3 

6 

6 

17 

10 

2 

3 ■ 

Gregory  Street 

17 

12 

70.6 

3 

3 

4 

4 

1 



3 

3 

8 

4 

2 

1 ■ 

Hanging  Heaton 

10 

5 

50.0 

2 

1 

2 





3 

4 

3 

3 

Mill  Lane 

13 

10 

76.9 

— 

4 

3 

— 

— 

5 

1 

4 

8 

— 

Bots 

Parish  Church 

17 

8 

47.0 

1 

2 

~ 

2 

j 

0 

g 

Brownhill  ... 

8 

6 

75.0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

O 

2 

3 

1 

Carlinghow 

10 

7 

70.0 

3 

— 

3 

2 

4 

5 

1 

2 - 

Healey 

14 

10 

71.4 

3 

2 

9 









2 

4 

8 

2 ' 

Park  Road 

33 

26 

78.7 

8 

4 

10 



__ 

2 

10 

5 

19 

7 

2 

1 - 

Purlwell  ... 

30 

16 

53.3 

9 

2 

9 

l 

19 

St.  Mary’s... 

26 

19 

73.0 

12 

6 

| 

11 

1 

z 

2 

8 

5 

17 

3 

1 

1 - 

Staincliffe  ... 

16 

11 

68.7 

9 

2 

7 

7 

7 

Warwick  Road 

39 

25 

64.1 

13 

2 

1 

15 

19 

e. 

if 

~ 

Hanging  Heaton 

13 

10 

76  9 

6 

3 

5 

2 

u 

9 

6 

3 

Hill  Lane 

26 

13 

50.0 

2 

2 

7 

- 

1 

i 

5 

u 

5 

14 

5 

7 

- 

1 - 

Totals... 

990 

609 

61.5 

280 

67 

145 

278 

10 

- 

21 

3 

L13  i 

>56- 

104  j 

288 

42 

30  1 

5 

rd 

Ear  Disease 

Defective  Hearii 

Defective  Speec 

Mental  Conditio 

Defective 

TToovf 

1 

i 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

• — 

— 

— 

— - 

1 

i 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— — 

i 

— 

1 

— 



■ 

1 - 

— 

i 

— 

— — 

— , 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

i 

— 

— 1 

i 

2 

— 

— — 

— 

2 



— 1 

i 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— — 

— 

1 

— 

2 1 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 

— — 

1 

— 1 

i 

2 

i 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

i — 

— 

6 

— 

i i 

— 

1 

— 

— 2 

— 

6 

— \ 

2 — 

— 

— i 

— 

1 1 

i 

2 

1 — 

— 

1 

— 

1 — 

1 

39  1 

6 

— 1- 

10  11  ‘ 

1 

2 


.§  8 


25 

4 

23 

112 

9 

1 

8 

42 

20 

8 

26 

97 

10 

9 

15 

61 

14 

4 

17 

77 

20 

15 

10 

211 

29 

9 

38 

102 

12 

25 

9 

180 

14 

6 

14 

40 

26 

10 

23 

103 

20 

4 

21 

76 

6 

1 

5 

37 

20 

3 

18 

69 

8 

11 

48 

5 

1 

2 

32 

8 

5 

6 

47 

13 

1 

2 

70 

13 

6 

7 

78 

20 

1 

13 

84 

13 

5 

3 

68 

9 

3 

3 

68 

19 

7 

13 

78 

5 

2 

5 

42 

5 

Mm 

5 

22 

6| 

1 

3 

37 

9 1 

2 

9 

36 

5 

1 

2 

24 

5 

2 

3 

25 

7 

3 

4 

37 

13 

4 

7 

102 

14 

2 

14 

77 

15 

13 

7 

89 

7 

4 

5 

48 

21 

7 

14 

110 

8 

2 

3 

48 

10 

63  1 

3 

74  3 

13 

81  2i 

57 

534 

Number  of  children  aged  7 in  respect  of  whom  directions  were  given  for  treatment  of  defects  including  a classified  statement  of  such  defects. 
These  examinations  are  not  required  by  the  Board  of  Education  but  the  work  is  done  voluntarily  by  the  School  Medical  Officer. 


SCHOOL  | ' 

Number  of  Children  l 

inspected 

Number  ot  Children  iouna 

with  defects  excluding 

defective  teeth 

Percentage  ot  unnaren 

with  defects  excluding 

defective  teeth 

j Clothing  and  Footgear  1 

Nutrition 

j Verminous  Heads  1 

E; 

Eye 

o % J 

S o 

o 

Girls 

Parish  Church 

21 

17 

80.9 

2 

— 

10 

2 

Brownhill  ... 

11 

7 

63.9 

2 

— 

5 

1 

Carlinghow 

31 

22 

70.9 

6 

4 

7 

7 1- 

Field  Lane 

27 

20 

74.0 

5 

— 

13 

5 — - 

Healey 

23 

18 

78.2 

7 

2 

7 

7 

Park  Road... 

32 

28 

87.5 

24 

— 

12 

26  1- 

Purlwell  ... 

49 

34 

69.3 

15 

— 

24 

10  — 

St.  Mary’s... 

25 

22 

88.8 

10 

2 

19 

13  1- 

Staincliffe  ... 

16 

10 

62.5 

- — 1 

1 

1 

— 

Warwick  Road 

22 

15 

68.1 

3 

— 

5 

3 

Gregory  Street 

13 

7 

53.8 

2 

— 

5 

3 — - 

Hanging  Heaton 

12 

11 

91.6 

3 

— 

6 

4 1- 

Mill  Lane  ... 

16 

14 

87.5 

3 

2 

9 

3 1- 

Boys 

Parish  Church 

31 

17 

54.8 

2 

— 

— 

4 — 

Brownhill 

11 

5 

45.4 

3 

g 

Carlinghow 

28 

16 

574 

7 

2 

_i| 

7 — - 

Field  Lane 

23 

15 

65.2 

5 

2 

— 

4 — - 

Healey 

21 

11 

52.3 

6 

2 

— 

6 — 

Park  Road... 

27 

19 

70.3 

10 

— 

2 

14  1- 

Purlwell  ... 

38 

20 

52.6 

8 

1 

— 

10  — 

St.  Mary’s  ... 

' 26 

20 

76.9 

16 



1 

14  — 

Staincliffe  ... 

. 23 

13 

56.5 

3 



— 

3 1- 

Warwick  Road 

. 35 

22 

62.8 

6 

— 

— 

6 2- 

Gregory  Street 

. 12 

5 

41.6 

4 

— 

— 

5 — 

Hanging  Heaton 

. 8 

8 

100.0 

6 

1 

— 

7 

Mill  Lane  ... 

. 25 

18 

72.0 

4 

2 

— 

4 1 

Totals.. 

.606 

414 

68.3 

. 162 

21 

126 

173  10 

Teeth 

o 

1 

1 

< 

z 

1 

< 

4 

6 

5 

9 

l 

] 

2 

7 

l 

8 

10 

10 

3 

4 

7 

14 

2 

5 

3 

13 

2 

5 

9 

15 

3 

9 

11 

23 

6 

4 

4 

14 

3 

3 

2 

10 

1 

5 

4 

10 

3 

3 

5 

5 

— 

3 

1 

6 

2 

5 

4 

6 

1 

2 

9 

18 

2 

2 

2 

6 

1 

4 

c 

6 

2 

4 

15 

2 

2 

10 

2 

3 

8 

7 

5 

12 

1! 

6 

6 

4 

3 

1 

3 

14 

2 

7 

12 

L 

2 

1 

4 

3 

2 

1 

' £ 

i: 

2 

108 

150'281 

67 

Glands 

Enlarged  Tonsil 

< 

| Submaxillary  1 

| Cervical 

Ear  Disease 

i 

1 

1 



i 

1 

— 

1 

i 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

4 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 



2 

— 

— 



2 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

-=1 

2 

2 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

! i 

1 

— 

1 

— 

; i 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

I — 

! 1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

’ 2 

1 

1 

3 

— 

i 2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

i — 

1 

2 

— 

— 

; 2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

> 

i — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

L 1 

— 

l 

— 

2 

- 

r is 

ii 

24 

23 

4 

31 


8 i 3 420  1 <tj  ll  3 62 


Deform 
ities,  &c. 

Skin  Diseases 

I 

ll 

1 

1 

& 

| Mother  goes  out  to  work  1 

Free  from  classified  defects 

excluding  defective  teeth 

Actual  number  of  Defects 

j reported 

| Spinal  Curvature 

1 Bone  Disease 

Limbs 

Infectious  or  Conts 

Diseases 

Q 

5 

o 

2 

3 

2 

4 

47 



— 

— 



— 

— 

4 

2 

4 

26 



1 

— 



— 

— 

9 

1 

9 

77 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

9 

6 

7 

70 



1 

— 

i;  H 

— 

— 

8 

— 

5 

64 

_ 

1 

6 



— 

— 

6 

9 

4 

116 

_ 

1 

3 

I®- 

— 

— 

9 

5 

15 

118 

— 

1 



— 

— 

7 

9 

3 

91 



1 

— 

. 

— 

— 

6 

1 

6 

33 



1 

— 

— 

— 

7 

1 

7 

56 



1 



— 



2 

1 

6 

28 

6 

1 

1 

37 

— 

— 

7 

iia 

2 

46 

4 

4 

14 

60 



— 



— 

2 

— 

6 

26 



1 

2 

i 





4 

4 

12 

64 

_ 

1 

4 



— 

5 

5 

8 

60 



3 

] 

M 





11 

2 

10 

61 

_ 

3 



_ 

— 

6 

8 

8 

75 



2 

2 



8 

2 

18 

85 



4 

2 







9 

12 

6 

90 



4 

1 

. 



6 

3 

10 

52 



1 

6 







10 

9 

13 

69 





l 





4 

1 

7 

26 

2 

2 

— 

27 

— 

3 

1 

- 

— 

- 

14 

3 

7 

62 

34 

35 

2 1 

— 

168 

89 

192 

1566 

1 

T®I°X 

X 

Op 

X 

2 1 

95 

1 

102 

194 

4 

198 

861 

193 

5 

196 

2 

unii 

CM  CO  , , 

s n 

194 

4 

s ; 1 1 

3 1 1 1 II 

I rr 

03 

S'"  i i 

3 1 | 

3 1 1 

*a  IO 

3 | | 

BFK) 

1 

& 

c, 

m 

•siog 

1 

~ 

*!JU0O 

.I0J 

72.3 

27.6 

svi  td 

C-  CM 

83.0 

9.8 

7.1 

71.7 

28.1 

0.06 

3 5 

05  O 

95.5 

1.3 

1.6 

0.2 

96.1 

1.1 

0.06 

0.1 

2.3 

99.1 

0.1 

0.5 

0.06 

22.8 

34.7 

35.6 

6.8 

99.0 

0.7 

0.1 

0.06 

95.3 

2.8 

1.0 

0.7 

0.06 

05°.  1 d 

03  O 

| 

S °° 

io!o 

99.3 

0.5 

0.06 

99.1 

0.6 

0.1 

99.1 

0.7 

0.06 

OOt-H  WCOON  Cq  CO  CO  rH  Hi  CM  CO  O | | CO 

03  VO  CO  rH  rH  © O CO  Hi'  rH  CM*  O O O O 1 1 CM 
lOCOCDHHHH 

96.3 

2.0 

2.0 

Total. 

I^°X 

1596 

to  Hi 

1154 

442 

1325 

157 

114 

1145 

450 

1 

1508 

87 

1 

1525 

21 

27 

19 

1535 

19 

1 

3 

1583 

3 

9 

1 

CO  to  CO  O 

CQ  ‘CIO  H 

1581 

1 

VO 

1588 

1 

7 

1589 

6 

1 

Hi  *H 

1436 

160 

1586 

9 

1 

1582 

11 

CO  CM  H 

S rH 

CONOJCMWOOCOOt-lOCOiOCOHD  O0 

^^^hhhhC°'^HC:|  1 I00 

1538 

32 

33 

bfk) 

X 

CD  O 

VO  CM 

568 

210 

1C  O CO 

r-  O iH 

1C  GM 

741. 

14 

9 

3 

11 

753 

11 

1 

13 

771 

3 

3 

X GM  VO  CO 

Vh  l'-  00  Hi 
— GM  CM 

03  CO  GM  | i-H 
CO  I 

740 

23 

9 

6 

sir 

g i rr 

737 

41 

775 

3 

775 

2 

1 

h<  ^ | 

O O g^H  gjgSS03COCOCO^CO  | | CO 

755 

12 

15 

■siog 

CD 

11 

D CM 

810 

7 

111 

® 1 

784 

7 

18 

782 

8 

1 

2 

25 

s ii  r i 

slls 

812 

6 

— 

<N  03  t—  CO  H 

GO 

f 

i 

818 

814 

4 

CO  o 

rH  O 

705 

113 

S'0"  i 

807 

9 

2 

os  a 
§ 

) rH 

CO  t-  GM  CO  H 13-  O O T-i  CO  O CM  , CM  CO  , ,VO 
r—i  Hi  CO  CO  CD  Hi  VO  CM  CO  rH  GM 

CO  CO  CO  111 

00  ox 

Ch 

Ch 

h 

it 

J9J 

85 

73.2 

26.7 

g3°° 

71.4 

28.3 

0.1 

96.5 

3.3 

0.1 

95.2 

0.9 

1.9 

1.8 

95.5 

1.4 

0.1 

2.8 

99.3 

0.3 

0.1 

0.1 

17.8 

24.5 

46,3 

11.0 

99.3 

0.4 

0.1 

I SS'Si 

99.8 

0.1 

99.6 

0.3 

89.7 

10.2 

88.6 

11.3 

99.3 

0.4 

0.1 

10 

IT 

9'86 

99.5 

0.4 

,Hn  , , go 

®<ooao®Om»HHO  loo  1 Icq 

IO  CO  CD  rH  rH 

96.8 

1.6 

1.8 

1 

Is 

Is 

480 

74 

52 

ir 

£8* 

s 50  ^ ip 

579 

9 

1 

17 

1 1 

ssis 

rnH 

1 -HI 

H r 

1 1 H i 

f* 

S* 

602 

3 

1 

598 

7 

1 

603 

3 

CO  CM  D—  CO  H t—  VO  CM  CO  t>  O H , rH  GM  , 
iO  CO  CD  VO  CD  VO  CD  GM  CM  rH  | 1 I'-1 

5 S3 

O 

sFTO 

1 

§8 

ss 

£38 

a*-* 

287 

10 

1 

287 

5 

6 

1 1 r~M 

r i r 

287 

10 

1 

m 

1 II  1 1 1 

£ * 

|n 

r i 

1"  1 

CCNOGOG3H003COCOCO  , , rH  GM  , , CD 

CO  03  G3  GM  GM  CO  Hi 

03  Hi  CD 

X 

CM 

•s£og 

1 

38 

3s 

305 

3 

SS  1 

1S  1 

291 

3 

8 

6 

! i i ii  i 

47 

83 

139 

39 

307 

1; 

297 

6 

1 

4 

1 1 r 

urn 

1 - 

1- 

304 

3 

1 

301 

6 

If 

n 

O^Ot—  OGMCOVOCOiOHit-H  , , , , , H 

I>  CO  N CO  CO  Cl  GM  i — 1 H | | | | | rH 

X CD  ID 

i 

) 

J9J 

IS 

72.2 

27.7 

CD  CD  CO 

1 

88.4 

11.5 

94.2 

2.3 

2.1 

0.4 

0.8 

97  6 

0,6 

0.2 

1.4 

98.9 

1.0 

16.6 

51.5 

28.3 

3.4 

97.8 

1.9 

0.2 

I 322S 

1 - 

1 1 1 II  1 

94.6 

5.3 

93.8 

6.1 

99.1 

0.8 

99.1 

0.4 

' 0.4 

oo  a 

Si- 

p 
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PART  III. 


GENERAL  VIEW  OF  THE  FACTS  DISCLOSED  BY 
MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

Four  tables  are  given  shewing  the  defects  found  amongst 
the  scholars  examined  the  children  being  classified  according 
to  age  and  sex. 

A comparison  is  also  shewn  between  the  physical  con- 
dition of  the  children  attending  the  various  schools  in  Batley. 

The  fourth  table  has  been  drawn  up  in  accordance  with 
the  desire  expressed  by  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Board 
of  Education  in  Appendix  J of  his  report  for  1912  where 
specimen  tables  are  given  together  with  the  statement  that 
“ These  tables  are  intended  for  the  use  and  convenience  of 
School  Medical  Officers  in  keeping  and  reporting  their  records. 
With  a view  to  securing  uniformity  it  is  hoped  that  in  their 
reports  for  1913  School  Medical  Officers  will  present  the 
returns  comprised  in  these  tables  in  the  form  now  suggested.  ” 

The  above  Report  was  not  issued  until  towards  the  close 
of  December  1913  and  hence  the  notice  given  was  extremely 
short.  A large  amount  of  extra  work  has  been  caused 
thereby.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  fill  in  exactly  all  the 
particulars  asked  for  as  the  inspection  cards  and  summary 
sheets  used  in  this  Borough  do  not  allow  for  this. 

It  is  most  probable  that  during  1914  it  will  be  necessary 
to  have  a new  supply  printed  as  our  present  supply  is 
rendered  obsolete  in  consequence  of  the  changes  required  by 
the  Board  of  Education. 
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SUMMARY  OF  CONDITIONS  FOUND  AT 
ROUTINE  EXAMINATIONS 


Excluding  defective  teeth,  573  children  were  found  to 
be  free  from  classified  defects.  The  percentages  are  (ex- 
cluding defective  teeth  : — 


Free  from 
classified 
defects. 

Average  for 
last  five 
years. 

Found  suffering 
from  one  or  more 
classified  defects. 

Average  for 
last  five 
years. 

35.9 

40.2 

64.0 

59.7 

If  verminous  conditions  are  deducted  from  the  above 
the  figures  will  be  : — 


Free  from 
classified 
defects. 

Average  for 
last  five 
years. 

Found  suffering 
from  one  or  more 
classified  defects. 

Average  for 
last  five 
years. 

39.2 

44.2 

60.7 

55.8 

Throughout  this  Report  the  decimals  are  only  carried  to 
the  first  point. 


REMARKS. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  much  necessity  for  any 
lengthy  observations  upon  the  defects  found,  the  new  table 
given  shewing  them  in  detail  and  being  self  explanatory. 
As  has  been  already  stated  the  figures  relative  to  cleanliness 
of  body,  clothing,  and  footgear  are  supplied  by  the  teachers 
and  do  not  refer  to  the  condition  of  the  child  at  the  time  of 
examination  but  to  .his  or  her  general  condition  daily  at 
school  throughout  the  year. 

Owing  to  more  vigorous  efforts  verminous  conditions 
have  considerably  improved  the  grosser  cases  being  much 
less  frequently  seen. 
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The  brunt  of  looking  after  this  disagreeable  part  of  the 
work  has  fallen  largely  upon  the  School  Nurse  and  she  is 
deserving  of  recognition.  Her  ’efforts  have  been  very  success- 
ful notwithstanding  the  fact  that  on  several  occasions  parents 
of  the  wiorst  type  who  do  not.  trouble  much  about  the  con- 
dition of  their  children  have  threatened  her  with  physical 
violence  and  have  followed  her  in  the  streets  when  engaged 
in  her  duties  calling  her  abusive  names.  In  practically  every 
instance  the  'nurse  had  cleansed  these  parent’s  children  from 
vermin  when  they  would  not  cleanse  the  children  themselves. 

It  is  'pleasing  to  record  that . public  opinion  in  this 
town  seems  to  be  now  much  more  strongly  in  favour  of 
compelling  parents  to  keep  their  children  in  such  condition 
that  their  attendance  at  school  shall  not  be  a menace  to 
others. 

During  the  year  the  Education  Committee  issued  fifteen 
summonses  against  parents  for  neglecting  to  cleanse  their 
children  from  vermin.  The  fines  imposed  by  the  magistrates 
varied  from  5/-  and  costs  to  20/-  including  costs  in  each 
case. 


It  will  be  noticed  that  no  children  have  been  placed 
in  the  column  set  apart  for  those  whose  nutrition  is  classed 
as  “ Excellent  ” in  the  Board  of  Education  Jtable. 

No  provision  for  this  grade  is  made  upon  the  cards  in 
use  in  this  Borough  but  I am  of  opinion  that  several 
children  .seen  during  the  year  might  have  been  classified 
as  such. 

The  .standard  taken  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  in 
this  town  is  a relative  one  and  is  based  upon  the  physical 
condition  of  the  average  healthy  child  examined  by  him  and 
the  standard  being  purely  local  lias  no  connection  with  other 
districts  or  parts  of  the  country. 

A reference  may  usefully  be  ma^e  tor  the  tables  already 
referred  to  which  give  comparisons  of  heights  and  weights 
of  school  children  in  Batley  and  elsewhere. 
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The  figures  relating  to  children  suffering  from  enlarged 
tonsils  are  less  than  the  average  for  this  part  of  the 
country  and  are  exactly  the  same  as  this  average  with 
respect  to  Adenoids.  No  provision  has  been  made  on  our 
inspection  cards  for  statistics  of  “ Mouth  Breathers  ” as  is 
now  required  by  the  Board  of  Education  but  it  may  be  taken 
that  a very  great  majority  of  these  children  are  mouth 
breathers  in  a greater  or  lesser  degree-. 

Slightly  less  than  4<y0  of  children  were  found  to  be 
suffering  from  External  Eye  Diseases  but  of  this  number 
2.3o/o  were  suffering  from  Squint. 

This  condition  besides  being  a disfigurement  is  liable 
to  cause  very  serious  injury  to  the  child’s  sight  if  no  action 
is  taken. 

Unfortunately  many  parents  object  to  have  anything 
done  to  ameliorate  the  condition  the  reason  given  by  them 
usually  being  that  they  are  certain  the  child  will  grow  out 
of  it. 


Otorrhcea  or  the  discharge  of  pus  from  the  ears  was 
found  in  0. 9o/0  of  the  children  examined. 

This  condition  is  usually  caused  by  one  of  the  infectious 
diseases  or  by  inflammation  spreading  to  the  ear  when  the 
child’s  teeth  are  developing.  Deafness  to  a greater  or  lesser 
degree  results  therefrom. 

It  will  be  noticed  in  the  Board  of  Education  table  the 
children  suffering  from  defects  of  hearing  are  only  shewn 
as  having  their  hearing  tested  at  a distance  of  five  feet. 

In  the  schools  in  this  town  for  various  reasons  of 
noise  arising  to  a large  extent  from  within  the  school  and  in 
many  cases  to  a greater  extent  from  the  movement  of  heavy 
traffic  over  the  setts  in  the  streets  it  is  not  usually  practi- 
cable to  test  a child’s  sense  of  hearing  with  any  feeling  of 
accuracy  at  a greater  distance. 
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In  the  case  of  those  children  whose  hearing  was  ap- 
parently normal  it  is  assumed  they  would  be  capable  of 
hearing  perfectly  had  a test  been  made  at  a distance  of 
twenty  feet. 

The  figures  shewn  for  defective  teeth  call  for  serious 
consideration  on  the  part  of  the  Education  Committee. 

As  I have  previously  pointed  out  the  foundation  of 
many  diseases  in  childhood  and  later  life  is  laid  through 
want  of  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  mouth. 

Many  Education  Authorities  now  possess  a dental  clinic 
and  it  is  almost  certain  that  within  a short  period  it  will  be 
part  of  the  equipment  of  every  town. 

In  Batley  every  facility  for  the  establishment  of  a 
dental  clinic  including  accommodation  is  already  in  existence 
and  in  consequence  of  grants  which  are  now  made  by  the 
Government  towards  the  cost  of  the  treatment  of  defective 
school  children  financial  considerations  need  not  bar  the  way 
when  the  time  arrives  at  which  the  Education  Committee 
decide  to  take  up  this  matter. 

Diseases  of  the  Heart,  Lungs,  and  Nervous  System  call 
for  no  special  mention  with  the  exception  of  Tuberculosis 
of  the  Lungs  but  in  this  case  1 o/0  of  the  school  children  were 
found  to  be  definitely  suffering  from  Phthisis  and  0.  7 o/o  were 
suspected  to  be  Tubercular. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  these  figures  are  considerably 
below  what  is  the  actual  state  of  affairs  and  it  is  certain 
that  others  exist  amongst  the  ill-nourished  children  although 
it  may  be  impossible  at  present  to  actually  demonstrate 

this. 


On  previous  occasions  I have  pointed  out  how  excep- 
tionally well  this  town  is  situated  for  dealing  with  this 
class  of  child  in  the  open,  air  at  the  park.  It  is  unnecessary 
to  again  enlarge  upon  it  and  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  if 
any  expense  at  all  worthy  of  consideration  should  be  in- 
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curred  in  adopting  my  previous  suggestions— which  is  most 
improbable — the  same  remarks  used  with  reference-  to  dental 
treatment  apply  to  tubercular  children. 

The  opinion  is  now  increasingly  held  by  those  competent 
to  judge  that  Consumption  as  we  know  it  in  adult  life  is  in 
the  majority  of  cases  contracted  originally  in  childhood  and 
although  years  may  have  elapsed  the  manifestations  in  later 
life  which  generally  prove  fatal  are  simply  the  lighting  up 
afresh  of  the  original  focus  of  infection. 

» 

Efforts  are  being  put  forth  at  present  throughout  the 
country  to  eradicate  Tuberculosis  and  in  my  opinion  jf 
nothing  is  done  to  deal  with  the  tubercular  and  suspected 
tubercular  school  child  one  of  the  grea*t  avenues  by  which! 
the  attack  may  be  carried  on  is  neglected. 

Nearly  1 o/0  of  scholars  were  found  to  be  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis  of  the  Glands,  Bones,  or  Joints  so  that  in  any 
case  from  the  figures  given  it  will  be  seen^  there*  is  a tangible 
amount  of  tubercular  disease  at  present  in  existence  amongst 
the  school  children  of  the  Borough  apart  altogether  from 
that  which  also  is  undoubtedly  in  existence  although  definite 
physical  signs  may  be  wanting. 

No  cases  of  Ringworm  or  Scabies  were  discovered  at  the 
routine  examinations  the  amount  of  skin  distaste  being  less 
than  lo/o. 

Under  the  heading  of  Rickets  and  Deformities  8. 8 and 
10%  are  the  respective  figures.  The  causes  of  these  con- 
ditions, improper  feeding,  overcrowding,  and  bad  housing 
conditions  have  been  discussed  by  me  in  previous  reports. 

The  principal  deformities  found  were  in  connection  with 
the  bones  of  the  limbs  principally  the  legs.  The  bones  of 
the  chest  suffered  to  a large  extent,  those  of  the*  cranium 
being  least  affected. 

Defects  of  speech  call  for  no  special  comment. 
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Of  the  children  who  are  mentally  defective  0.  7o/o  were 
found  to  be  dull  or  backward  and  one  boy  bordering  upon 
fourteen  years  of  age  who  was  found  to  be  imbecilic  has 
left  school  since  that  time.  It  has  not  been  necessary  for 
the  Education  Committee  to  take  steps  to  send  any  mentally 
defective  children  to  a special  school  during  1913. 

The  Mental  Deficiency  Act  1913  which  comes  into 
operation  on  April  1st  1914  throws  various  duties  upon 
Local  Education  Authorities  including  the  following : — 

(a)  Ascertaining  what  children  within  their  area  are 
defective  within  the  meaning  of  the  xlct. 

(b)  Ascertaining  which  of  such  children  are  incap- 
able, by  reason  of  mental  defect,  of  receiving 
benefit  or  further  benefit  from  instruction  in 
special  schools  or  classes. 

(c)  Notifying  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  children 

indicated  in  the  above  paragraph,  to  the  com- 
mittee for  the  care  of  'the  mentally  defective!, 
and  also  notifying  those  children  who  on  or  be- 
fore attaining  the  age  of  sixteen  are  about  to 
be  discharged  from  a special  school,  and  in  whose 
case  the  local  education  authority  are  of  opinion 
•that  it  would  be  to  their  benefit  that  they 
should  be  sent  to  an  institution  or  placed  under 
guardianship. 

Practically  60. 0<y0  of  the  children  examined  were  found 
to  have  normal  vision  meaning  the'reby  that  they  could  read 
| with  each  eye. 

For  practical  purposes  serious  notice  is  not  taken  of 
those  cases  where  children  can  read  | but  cannot  read  § and 
the  attention  of  parents  is  not  drawn  to  the  condition. 

If  these  are  added  to  the  ‘others  and  only  those  children 
who  cannot  read  less  than  x%  are  classified  as  suffering  from 
defective  vision  in  one  or  both  'eyes  the  percentage  is  of 
course  considerably  increased  above  60. 0%. 
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In  all  oases  where  it.  was  found  a child  could  not  read 
with  one  or  both  eyes  the  parent's  attention  was  drawn  to 
the  defect. 

The  particulars  as  to  vision  are  given  in  detail  in  the 
Table. 

The  last  column  in  the  Table  headed  Special  Cases  re- 
fers to  children  who  were  not  the  subjects  of  routine  ex- 
amination but  were  brought  t,o  the  notice  of  the  School 
Medical  Officer  on  such  occasions  as  he  happened  to  be  in 
the  schools.  In  each  case  appropriate  advice  was  sent  to 
the  parents. 

It  is  a coincidence  that  the  number  of  these  special  cases 
is  precisely  the  same  as  the  ‘number  of  entrants  under  five 
years  of  age. 

PART  IV. 

THE  PROCEDURE  KNOWN  AS  FOLLOWING  UP. 

It  does  not  always  follow  that  in  every  case  where  a 
defect  is  found  the  condition  can  he  ameliorated.  Where  a 
prospect  of  improvement  is  probable  the  parent  is  advised, 
if  present  at  the  examination,  and  in  all  these  cases,  whether 
the  parent  is  present  or  absent,  the  child  is  followed  up  at 
home  by  one  or  more  visits  from  the  school  nurse  land 
advice  as  to  appropriate  means  of  obtaining  relief  or  cure 
is  given  by  her  to  the  parents. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  to  homes  by  the  School  Nurse 
for  this  purpose  during  1913  was  1,809. 

The  Nurse’s  instructions  are  to  endeavour  to  persuade 
the  parents  to  consult  their  own  doctor  in  every  instance. 
Many  of  them  do,  some  look  for  advice  from  other  quarters, 
and  a few  refuse  altogether. 
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The  following  table  shews  the  results  obtained  in  those 
cases  where  it  appeared  desirable  that  the  defects  should 
be  attended  to  : — 
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One  died  of  Tubercular  Meningitis. 


During  the  year  99  pairs  of  spectacles  have  been  ob- 
tained, two  operations  have  been  performed  upon  children’s 
eyes,  tonsils  and  adenoids  have  been  removed  in  39  cases, 
three  operations  have  been  performed  upon  children’s  ears, 
two  for  hernia,  and  six  upon  tubercular  glands. 

In  a number  of  cases  w.here  the  cost  was  prohibitive 
spectacles  have  'been  provided  free  of  charge  to  parents 
by  the  School  Canteen  Committee  out  of  a fund  for  that 
purpose.  The  average  price  paid  varies  from  2/-  to  2/6  per 
pair. 


I am  of  opinion  that  a Care  of  Children  Committee 
would  be  of  use  in,  many  ways. 

Such  Committees  are  at  work  in  many  districts  and 
are  of  great  help  in  ameliorating  the  school  children’s  con- 
ditions through  helping  the  School  Nurse  in  her  duties  and 
seconding  the  efforts  put  forth  by  her.  It  should  not  be 
difficult  for  one  to  be  formed  in  Batley  and  for  several  of 
the  members  to  be  allocated  to  each  elementary  school  in 
the  town.  In  cases  where  the  School  Medical  Officer  might 
consider  it  desirable  the  Care  of  Children  Committee  would 
work  in  conjunction  with  the  School  Nurse  with  the 
object  of  persuading  the  parents  to  obtain  the  necessary 
treatment.  If  financial  reasons  stood  in  the  way  assistance 
could  be  given  through  the  School  Canteen  Committee  or 
other  voluntary  agency. 


PART  V. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 
ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 

Batley,  in  common  with  other  towns  in  this  part  of 
Yorkshire,  is  populated  to  a very  large  extent  by  workers 
in  the  mills  who  are  engaged  in  the  textile  trades.  Others 
are  employed  in  the  rag  trade,  coal  mining,  &c.  It  is  the 
children  of  these  parents  who  constitute  the  great  majority 
of  the  scholars  in  the  elementary  schools. 
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A reference  to  the  report  of  t,he  Medical  Officer  Nof 
Health  in  the  previous  portion  of  this  volume  will  supply 
particulars  of  the  general  social  conditions  of  t,he  inhabitants 
of  the  town  and  it  necessarily  'follows  tjiat  what  applies 
there  equally  applies  to  the  social  conditions  of  the  scholars. 
Towards  the  close  of  the  year  the  staple  trade  of  this  district 
became  more  depressed  than  usual  and  a certain  amount  of 
shorter  time  was  worked  with  corresponding  amount  of  loss 
of  earnings  to  all  concerned.  I am  not  aware  that  the  con- 
ditions resulting  therefrom  were  so  bad  as  to  act  prejudicially 
upon  the  health  of  the  scholars. 

The  Provisions  of  Meals  Act,  1906,  came  into  force  in 
Batley  on  December  21st,  1906.  Funds  have  been  raised  in 
the  past  by  voluntary  effort  on  the  part  of  the  members  of 
the  School  Canteen  Committee  but  these  funds  being  ex- 
hausted it  was  resolved  at  a meeting  of  the  School  Manage- 
ment and  Finance  Committee  held  in  October,  1912,  that  the 
Gas  Committee  be  asked  to  furnish  the  Canteen  Committee 
with  £30  from  the  Gas  profits. 

The  School  Medical  Officer  is  not  consulted  as  to  the 
selection  of  scholars  for  free  meals  but  it  appears  from  in- 
formation supplied  by  the  Education  Department  that  the 
number  of  children  who  have  received  free  meals  during  the 
year  is  76  as  against  213  in  the  previous  year.  The  number 
of  free  meals  provided  for  the  76  children  was  2,239.  It  is 
regrettable  that  a large  proportion  of  these  children  as  in 
1912  are  amongst  those  who  have  to  Be  excluded  from  school 
for  Verminous  conditions.  If  the  local  authority  assists  the 
parents  with  food  for  their  children  it  should  hardly  be  too 
much  to  ask  that  the  parents  will  at  least  see  that  their 
children  are  kept  in  a cleanly  condition. 

Children  obtain  free  meals  in  the  following  way 

The  Head  Teacher  of  the  particular  school  fills  up  a 
form  which  is  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  and  Director  of 

Education. 

The  Attendance  Officer  for  the  district  in  which  the 
child  resides  then  makes  an  investigation  of  the  circum- 
stances, reporting  the  result  to  the  Secretary,  who  brings 
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the  matter  before  the  Committee,  whereupon  a decision  is 
come  to  as  to  whether  to  grant  free  meals  for  a certain 
period  or  otherwise. 

Many  of  the  mothers  in  Batley  are  engaged  in  the 
textile  trade  and  it  appears  from  the  returns  supplied  in 
respect  of  the  school  children  who  underwent  medical  in- 
spection that  16. 4o/o  of  the  mothers  of  these  children  went 
out  to  work  during  1913.  The  figures  are  not  exact  some 
parents  refusing  the  information  altogether  and  others  giving 
replies  which  on  investigation  proved  not  to  be  correct. 


Accommodation  in  the  homes  of  Batley  school  children 
who  were  examined  during  1913: — 


No.  of  rooms 


No.  of  persons  per  Tenement. 


in  house. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

I 12 

and 

upwards 

Total 

Average 

for 

4 years. 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

5 

57 

92 

102 

73 

43 

14 

9 

1 

396 

308 

3 

1 

47 

120 

146 

138 

84 

41 

24 

7 

608 

437 

4 

30 

47 

58 

65 

50 

32 

21 

8 

3 

314 

248 

5 and  upwards 

8 

37 

51 

56 

48 

36 

17 

15 

7 

2 

277 

199 

The  standard  taken  by  the  Registrar  General  is  that  of 
two  persons  per  room.  All  cases  beyond  this  are  presumably 
overcrowded  although  in  coming  to  a conclusion  in  each 
individual  case  the  size  of  the  rooms,  age  of  occupants, 
amount  of  furniture,  &c.  has  always  to  be  taken  into  account. 
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PART  VI. 

ACTION  TAKEN  TO  DETECT  AND  PREVENT  THE 
SPREAD  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


In  my  Annual  Report  for  1911  full  particulars  are  given 
as  to  the  rules  observed  and  the  methods  followed  with 
respect  to  the  exclusion  from  school  of  children  suffering 
from  infectious  and  contagious  diseases.  It  does  not  appear 
necessary  to  recapitulate. 

Of  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Diphtheria  were  the  only  two  from  which  any  of  the  scholars 
suffered.  The  year  1913  throughout  the  United  Kingdom  will 
remain  famous  for  the  large  wave  of  Scarlet  Fever  which 
swept  over  these  islands.  Fortunately  although  a number  of 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  in  Batley  they  were 
largely  adults  who  caught  the  infection,  comparatively  'few 
of  the  school  children  being  affected. 

Several  cases  of  this  disease  having  occurred  amongst 
the  children  attending  the  Infant  Department  of  the  Parish 
Church  Schools  I deemed  it  advisable  for  closure  of  this 
portion  to  take  place,  which  was  accordingly  done  from 
November  7tli  to  November  24th.  The  school  was  sprayed 
with  formalin  and  after  re-opening  no  further  cases  were 
notified. 

Diphtheria  was  prevalent  to  a slight  extent  during  the 
early  and  latter  parts  of  the  year.  No  special  action  was 
called  for. 

Of  the  noil-notifiable  diseases  Measles  caused  no  trouble 
until  the  last  three  weeks  of  December  when  a number  of 
cases  occurred  at  Warwick  Road  Infants  School.  The  holi- 
days being  at  hand  the  school  closed  automatically  and  beyond 
spraying  with  formalin  and  thoroughly  cleansing  the  build- 
ing nothing  further  was  necessary. 

Whooping  Cough  and  Chicken  Pox  were  responsible  for 
many  absences  the  former  being  specially  prevalent  during 
the  early  part  of  the  year  whilst  the  latter  appeared  to  be 
commoner  towards  the  latter  half  of  that  period. 
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Mumps  was  a disease  not  very  often  seen  in  thie  schools. 
It  is  well  to  remember  that  parents  commonly  call  any 
swelling  of  the  face  Mumps  and  are  not  aware  that  it  is  a 
separate  specific  contagious  disease. 

The  School  Nurse  has  special  instructions  to  bear  in 
mind  the  strong  probability  of  such  cases  being  in  reality 
Diphtheria  and  to  urge  the  parents  to  obtain  the  services 
of  their  own  doctor. 

Ringworm  as  in  the  last  three  years,  has  been  res- 
ponsible for  few  absences.  A strict  control  is  exercised  over 
the  sufferers  and  in  consequence  a good  deal  of  money  is 
saved  to  the  ratepayers  in  grant  which  would  otherwise  be 
lost.  By  this  means  the  number  of  sufferers  amongst  the 
school  children  has  been  reduced  during  the  last  four  years 
from  about  one  hundred  to  a maximum  of  ten.  The  loss  can 
readily  be  calculated  when  it  is  remembered  that  a child 
may  be  absent  from  school  from  two  to  six  months  or  longer 
unless  X Ray  treatment  is  obtained. 

German  Measles  caused  some  absences  during  November 
and  December.  This  disease  is  comparatively  mild  and  not 
in  any  way  so  serious  as  Measles. 

I have  often  pointed  out  the  benefit  which  would  accrue 
to  the  health  of  the  scholars  if  some  form  of  dust  layer  was 
used  on  the  school  floors.  Three  years  ago  a demonstration 
was  given  and  a trial  made  in  two  of  the  Batley  schools  the 
results  obtained  being  excellent.  Nothing  further  has  been 
done  objection  being  taken  to  the  dark  colour  of  the  floor. 
This  however  is  not  worthy  of  consideration  when  the  benefit 
to  health  is  realised.  It  is  hoped  something  may  yet  be  done 
in  this  direction. 

The  following  tables  explain  themselves  : — 
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This  table  gives  the  numbers  and  percentages  of  those  examined  who  had  suffered  from  the  diseases 
indicated,  classified  according  to  sex  and  the  age  at  which  they  were  attacked. 


MEASLES. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

DIPHTHERIA.  • 

WHOOPINa 

couaH. 

CHICKEN  POX. 

MUMPS. 

Ages. 

No. 

Involved. 

% of  those 
examined 
who  have 
had  the 

No. 

Involved. 

% of  those 
examined 
who  have 
had  the 
disease. 

No. 

Involved. 

% of  those 
examined 
who  have 
had  the 
disease. 

No. 

Involved. 

% of  those 
examined 
who  have 
had  the 
disease. 

No. 

Involved. 

% of  those 
examined 
who  have 
had  the 
disease. 

No. 

Involved. 

% of  those 
examined 
who  have 
had  the 
disease. 

B 

a 

B 

a 

B 

a 

B ' 

a 

B 

'ii'i 

B 

a 

[m ; 

a 

B 

a 

B 

a 

B 

a. 

B 

a 

B 

a 

0—1 

11  ' 

'io ; 

1.3 

1.2 

ii 

16 

:’3 

2.0 

5 

7 

0.6 

0.8 

2 

i 

0.2 

0.1 

iNf*  ■ 

46 

47 

5.6 

6.0 

2 

!' 

0.2 

0.1 

- 

i 

1 

0.1 

25 

33 

3.0 

4.2 

14 

20 

1.7 

2.5 

■2 

3 

0.2 

0.3 

L 2—3 

107 

120 

13.0 

15.4 

5 

2 

0.6 

0.2 

4 

4 

0.4 

0.5 

53 

58 

6.4 

7.4 

30 

31 

3.6 

3,9 

6 

3 

0.7 

0.3 

3-4 

136 

122 

16.6 

15.7 

11 

8 

1.3 

4 

3 

0.4 

0.3 

62 

74 

7.5 

9.5 

31 

39 

3,7 

5.0 

' 8 

7 

0.9 

.0.8 

4 — 5 

134 

111 

16.3 

14.2 

13 

8 

1.5 

i.o: 

7 

2 

0.8 

0.2 

59 

72 

7.2 

9.2' 

36 

39 

4.4 

5.0 

16 

13 

1.1 

1.6 

5—6 

77 

77 

9.4 

9.8 

10 

8 

1.2 

3 

1 

0,3 

Ol 

30 

33 

3.6 

4.2 

29 

31 

3.5 

3.9 

14 

15 

1.7 

1.9 

6—7 

51 

49 

6.2 

6.3 

11 

1. 

1.3 

■ 

2 

) l:' 

0.2 

0.1 1 

20 

! 23 

2.4 

2.9 

17 

14 

2.0 

1.7. 

8 

9 

0.9 

1.1 

I 7—8 

14 

12 

1.7 

1.5 

- 

4 

- 

: 0.5 

' . 2 

,1  ■ 

0.2 

0.1 

8 

8 

0.9 

1.0 

5 

6 

0.6 

0.7 

4 

8 

0.4 

8—9 

3 

6 

0.3 

0.7 

2 

2 

! 0.2 

0.2 

3 

2 

0.3 

0.2 

3 

4 

0.3 

0.5 

9—10 

2. 

1 

0.2 

0.1 

1 

2 

0.1 

0.2 

2 

- 

0.2 

- 

1 

1 

0.1 

0.2 

3 

2 

0.3 

0.2 

2 

3 

0.2 

0.3 

10—11 

6 

3 

0.7 

0.3 

1 

1 

0.1 

0.1 

- 

1 

- 

0.1 

1 

2 

0.1 

0.2 

1 

- 

0.1 

- 

5 

3 

0.6 

0.3 

11—12 

- 

4 

- 

0.5 

- 

1 

- 

0.1 

- 

1 

- 

ral' 

1 

- 

0.1 

- 

1 

! 

0.1 

3 

5 

0.3 

0.6 

12—13 

4 

6 

0.4 

0,7 

; i 1 

- 

0.1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

0 1 

0.1 

Totals 

591 

568 

72.2 

73.0 

55 

36 

6.7 

4.6 

24 

15 

2.9 

!.9 

273 

322 

33.3 

41.3 

175 

192 

21.3 

24.6 

74 

75 

9.0 

9.5 

Totals  and 
Percentages 
of  all  Exa- 
mined (1596) 

1159 

72.6 

91 

5.7 

39 

2.4 

595 

37.2 

367 

22.9 

149 

9.3 

Total  cases  of  illness  reported  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  from  the  schools  from  1910  to  1913. 


1913. 

1912. 

1911. 

1910. 

Parish  Church  Mixed 

12 

2 

5 

3 

do.  Infants  . . . 

23 

24 

50 

1 

Brovvnljill  Mixed 

14 

2 

1^ 

2 

do.  Infants 

9 

4 

20 

6 

Carlinghoiv  Boys 

3 

4 

— 

— 

do.  Girls 

— 

11 

— 

12 

do.  Infants 

32 

116 

8 

9 

Field  Lane 

16 

71 

8 

43 

Healey  Mixed  ... 

1 

7 

8 

— 

do.  Infants... 

8 

46 

15 

16 

Park  Road  Boys 

2 

3 

7 

1 

do.  Girls 

— 

— 

— 

3 

do.  Infants 

19 

49 

58 

28 

Purlwell  Boys  ... 

4 

14 

8 

15 

do.  Girls  ... 

3 

11 

3 

16 

do.  Infants 

4 

52 

27 

40 

St.  Mary’s  Mixed 

1 

— 

— 

3 

do.  Infants 

5 

14 

41 

20 

Staincliffe  Mixed 

3 

5 

11 

1 

do.  Infants 

9 

6 

23 

15 

Warwick  Road  Boys 

1 

— 

3 

14 

do.  Girls 

— 

— 

4 

21 

do.  Infants  . . . 

21 

49 

39 

87 

Gregory  Street  Girls 

4 

6 

6 

7 

do.  Infants  ... 

13 

37 

22 

28 

Hanging  Heaton 

2 

39 

10 

7 

Mill  Lane  Mixed 

12 

19 

21 

40 

do.  Infants 

18 

32 

33 

34 

Totals  ... 

239 

623 

442 

472 
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Classification  of  cases  of  illness  reported  by 
Teachers  to  the  School  Medical  Officer  during  1913 


SCHOOL. 

Measles. 

P- 

o bf 

2 a P 
r3  "-1  c 

£ o 

Chicken 

Pox. 

Mumps. 

Other 

Diseases. 

Total. 

i 

Parish  Church  Mixed 

5 

7 

12 

do  Infants 

— 

4 

16 

1 

2 

23 

Brownhill  Mixed 

2 

1 

— 

10 

1 

1 14 

do  Infants 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

n 

Carlinghow  Boys 

— 

— • 

1 

— 

2 

3 

do  Girls 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

do  Infants  ... 

— 

23 

6 

— 

3 

32 

Field  Lane 

2 

4 

7 

1 

2 

16 

Healey  Mixed 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

do  Infants 

— 

4 

2 

1 

1 

8 

Park  Road  Boys 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

do  Girls 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

do  Infants 

— 

1 

12 

1 

5 

19 

Purl  well  Boys 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

do  Girls 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

do  Infants 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

4 

St.  Mary’s  Mixed 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. 1 

1 

do  Infants 

— 

4 

— 

— 

1 

5 

Staincliffe  Mixed 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

do  Infants 

— 

8 

— 

1 

— 

9 

Warwick  Road  Boys  . . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

do  Girls  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

do  Infants 

13 

2 

6 

— 



21 

Gregory  Street  Girls  . . . 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

4 

do  Infants 

1 

11 

1 

— 

— 

13 

Hanging  Heaton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Mill  Lane  Mixed 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

12 

do  Infants 

2 

9 

5 

T 

2 

18 

TOTAL. 

28 

78 

70 

23 

40 

239 
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Classification  of  cases  of  illness  reported  by 
School  Attendance  Officers  to  the  School 
Medical  Officer  during  1913 


SCHOOL. 

Measles. 

Whoop- 

ing 

Cough. 

Chicken 

Pox. 

Mumps. 

Other 

Diseases. 

Total. 

Parish  Church  Mixed 

1 







3 

4 

do  Infants 

2 

3 

20 

1 

3 

29 

Brownhill  Mixed 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

do  Infants 

2 

— 

2 

7 

1 

12 

Carlinghow  Boys 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

do  Girls 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

do  Infants  . . . 

— 

16 

6 

— 

8 

30 

Field  Lane  ... 

1 

6 

4 

— 

2 

13 

Healey  Mixed 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

do  Infants 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1 

5 

Park  Road  Boys 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

3 

do  Girls 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

do  Infants 

— 

5 

3 

1 

2 

11 

Purlwell  Boys 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

do  Girls 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

do  Infants 

2 

4 

9 

— 

3 

18 

St.  Mary’s  Mixed 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

do  Infants 

1 

10 

3 

— 

3 

17 

Staincliffe  Mixed 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

do  Infants 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Warwick  Road  Boys  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

do  Girls.. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

do  Infants 

25 

— 

2 

— 

— 

27 

Gregory  Street  Girls 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

do  Infants 

— 

5 

1 

— 

— 

6 

Hanging  Heaton 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Mill  Lane  Mixed 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

do  Infants 

Other  Schools  outside 

2 

6 

2 

1 

1 

12 

the  Borough  boundary 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

TOTAL. 

41 

61 

55 

11 

40 

208 

Of  the  above  Mr.  Hinchcliffe  reported  123  and  Mr.  Barker  85. 
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NON-NOTIFiABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Summary  of  Weekly  School  Returns. 


WEEK  ENDING. 

Measles. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Chicken 

Pox 

Mumps. 

Ring- 

worm 

Vermi- 

nous 

Heads. 

—•  m 
cd  <D 

40  CO 

O 

HO 

Grand 

Total. 

Total 

Cases 

Total 

Contacts 

Total 

Cases 

Total 

Contacts 

— > m 

C3  4> 
m 

O s5 

HO 

Total 

Contacts 

Total  | 

Cases  j 

Total 

Contacts 

Total  1 

Cases  j 

3rd  January,  1913 

— 

— 

20 

2 

“ 1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

29 

10th 

4 

— 

18 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

31 

17th 

4 

— 

20 

2 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

27 

58 

24th 

4 

— 

22 

2 

7 

2 

— 

— - 

1 

13 

51 

31st  ,, 

— 

— 

15 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

7 

29 

7th  February,  1913 

— 

— 

14 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

40 

57 

14th  ,,  ,, 

1 

— - 

16 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

77 

99 

i 

— 

14 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

63 

83 

28th 

i 

— 

14 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

55 

78 

7th  March,  1913 

1 

— 

9 

3 

4 

— 

1 

— 

4 

49 

71 

14th 

1 

— - 

8 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

4 

25 

41 

21st  ,,  „ 

1 

— 

8 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

30 

47 

28th 

1 

— 

11 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

4 

30 

50 

4th  April,  1913 

1 

— 

11 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

46 

64 

11th 

1 

1 

16 

3 

4 

2 

— 

— - 

4 

38 

69 

18th  „ „ 

1 

1 

20 

3 

3 

1 

— 

— 

4 

54 

87 

25th 

1 

1 

19 

3 

4 1 

1 

— 

— 

5 

54 

88 

2nd  May,  1913 

2 

2 

17 

5 

4 

1 

i 

— 

5 

65 

101 

9th  „ ,, 

1 

1 

17 

3 

5 

1 

— 

— 

5 

56 

89 

16th  „ 

— 

— 

9 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

56 

73 

23rd  „ „ 

— 

— 

7 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

6 

34 

50 

30th  „ 

— 

— 

6 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

7 

22 

40 

6th  June,  1913 

— 

— 

5 

— ' 

3 

— 

— 

— 

9 

21 

38 

13th  , „ 

— 

— 

9 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

9 

18 

38 

20th 

- — 

— 

8 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

9 

15 

37 

27th  „ „ 

— 

— 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

9 

13 

32 

4th  July,  1913 

— 

— 

5 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

10 

11 

30 

Hth  „ ,, 

— 

— 

3 

1 

11 

2 

2 

— 

11 

10 

40 

18th  „ 

— 

— 

1 

1 

17 

2 

2 

— 

10 

10 

43 

25  th  ,, 

— 

— 

1 

1 

17 

2 

2 

— 

10 

10 

43 

1st  August,  1913 

— 

— 

1 

1 

16 

2 

2 

— 

10 

8 

40 

8th  „ ,, 

- — 

— 

1 

1 

16 

2 

2 

— 

10 

8 

40 

15th 

— 

— 

1 

[ 1 

16 

2 

2 

— 

10 

8 

40 

22nd  „ „ 

— 

— - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

8 

19 

29th 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

11 

6 

21 

5th  September,  1913 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

5 

5 

16 

12th  ,,  ,, 

— 

— 

3 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

5 

5 

15 

19th 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

8 

3 

17 

26th 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

8 

3 

17 

3rd  October,  1913 

1 

3 

2 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

7 

3 

19 

10th 

3 

4 

2 

— 

14 

1 

— 

7 

3 

34 

17th 

3 

4 

— 

— 

13 

1 

2 

— 

7 

3 

33 

24th  „ 

3 

4 

1 

— 

14 

1 

3 

— 

7 

3 

: 36 

31st 

4 

1 

2 

— 

5 

— 

3 

— 

6 

3 

24 

7th  November,  1913 

1 

— 

3 



20 

— 

1 

— 

5 

3 

33 

14th  , „ 

1 

1 

4 

— 

20 

— 

1 

— 

5 

2 

34 

21st  „ „ 

5 

— 

7 

1 — 

9 

— 

1 

— 

6 

2 

30 

28th 

7 

1 

IQ 

— 

6 

1 

*3 

— 

5 

2 

35 

5tli  December,  1913 

7 

1 

11 

— 

8 

o 

o 

*3 

— 

5 

2 

40 

12th  „ 

23 

8 

— 

9 

4 

*1 

— 

7 

2 

54 

19th  „ 

22 

— 

9 

— 

9 

2 

— 

— 

8 

2 

52 

26th 

27 

' — 

9 

— 

9 

2 

— 

— 

8 

2 

57 
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* German  Measles. 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Summary  of  Weekly  School  Returns. 


WEEK  ENDING 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Small- 

Pox. 

Grand 

Total. 

Total  i 

Cases  1 

Total 

Contacts  | 

c6  m 

-U  03 

o a 
c-O 

Total 

Contacts 

Total 

Cases 

Total 

Contacts 

Total 

Cases 

Total 

Contacts  | 

3rd  January,  1913 

10th 

17th  „ 

24  th 

31st 

7th  February,  1913 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

14th 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

21st 

— 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

28th  „ 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

7th  March,  1913 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

5 

14th  „ 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

5 

21st  „ ,, 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

28th  „ „ 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

4th  April,  1913 

1 

2 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

11th  „ „ 

1 

1 

2 

18th  „ „ 

1 

1 

2 

25th 

1 

2 

3 

2nd  May,  1913 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9th  „ ' „ 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

16th  „ 

1 

2 

3 

23rd  „ 

1 

2 

3 

30th  „ 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

6tli  June,  1913 

1 

1 

13th 

1 

1 

20th  „ 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

27th  „ „ 

2 

1 

— 

3 

4th  July,  1913 

4 

! 4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

11th  „ 

- 

18th  „ „ 

1 

— 

1 

25th  „ „ 

1 

1 

1st  August,  1913 

1 

1 

8th 

1 

1 

15th  „ „ 

1 

1 

22nd  „ „ 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

29th  „ „ 

5th  September,  1913 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12th 

19th 

26th 

. — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3rd  October,  1913 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

10th  „ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

17th  „ 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

24th 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

31st  „ 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

7th  November,  1913 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

14th 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

21st 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

28th 

4 

5 

9 

5th  December,  1913 

2 

2 

12th  „ „ 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

19th  „ „ 

i ! 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

26th 

4 I 

— 

5 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 
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PART  VIL 

/ 

THE  SCHOOL  CLINIC. 

Nearly  four  years  ago  the  present  School  Medical  Officer 
voluntarily  instituted  a small  school  clinic  where  children 
whose  parents  were  not  likely  to  obtain  treatment  for  them 
and  were  suffering  from  verminous  conditions,  Impetigo, 
Blepharitis,  Otorrhoea,  and  similar  affections  could  be  relieved 
by  attention  being  given  to  them  by  the  School  Nurse  under 
the  direction  of  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

This  work  has  grown  to  a much  larger  extent  and  when 
two  of  the  rooms  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Public  Health  De- 
partment became  vacant  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  two 
of  the  offices  were  moved  upstairs  and  the  ground  floor  was 
occupied  as  a School  Clinic  and  Nurse’s  Room.  Various 
structural  alterations  were  necessary  and  painting  and  paper- 
hanging was  done  throughout  the  building. 

The  Board  of  Education  having  made  a grant  to  the 
Batley  Education  Committee  of  £69  3s.  9d.  in  respect  of  work 
undertaken  by  -the  School  Medical  Officer  this  money  more 
than  covered  the  expense  incurred  and  left  a balance-  pay- 
able to  the  relief  of  the  rates.  The  [accommodation  is  now 
very  superior  to  that  of  the  past  the  entire  Medical  and 
Public  Health  Departments  of  the  Corporation  being  at 
present  contained  in  and  occupying  one  building. 

T.here  is  ample  room  for  the  institution  of  a Dental 
Clinic  which  is  very  much  needed.  Many  towns  have  already 
established  th’ese  and  as  the'  Board  of  Education  now  makes 
a grant  in  aid  little  if  any  cost  would  fall  upon  the  rate- 
payers. 

The  same  remarks  apply  to  the  establishment  of  an 
Eye  Department.  Great  difficulty  is  experienced  in  getting 
children’s  ocular  defects  remedied  and  such  work  being  done 
as  part  of  that  of  the  School  Clinic  would  ensure  attention 
being  obtained  by  all  the  sufferers  as  is  the  case  in  an  in- 
creasing majority  of  other  towns. 
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Of  course  these  are  both  certain  to  come  in  time  for 
public  opinion  .will  hardly  like  the  idea  of  Batley  being 
behind  other  towns  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the  time  is  now 
opportune  to  do  as  other  towns  are  doing.  There  is  not  at 
present  any  great  need  for  the  provision  of  an  X Ray 
Apparatus  the  amount  of  ringworm  in  the  schools  being  so 
small,  as  previously  explained. 

The  hope  that  such  will  always  continue  to  be  the  case 
is  probably  not  likely  to  be  realised  however  and  sooner  or 
later  this  matter  will  need  consideration  also. 

The  following  table  shews  the  work  done  at  the  School 
Clinic  during  1913.  The  treatment  of  ringworm  has  been 
carried  out  by  means  of  drugs  in  the  absence  of  an  X Ray 
apparatus  : — 


Number  of  treatments  given 

...  1246 

do.  children  attended 

...  155 

Otorrhoea 

42 

Blepharitis 

36 

Sore  or  verminous  heads 

26 

Ringworm  of  Scalp 

23 

do.  Skin 

11 

Impetigo  Contagiosa 

13 

Conjunctivitis  ... 

4 

Owing  to  alterations  the  School  Clinic  was  closed  for 
nearly  three  months.  A large  number  of  children  who  were 
found  to  be  suffering  from  defects  at  the  routine  and  non- 
routine  examinations  in  the  schools  have  been  re-examined 
at  the  School  Clinic  and  other  special  work  undertaken  there 
such  as  the  microscopical  examination  of  hair  for  the  spores 
of  ringworm  &c. 

The  School  Medical  Officer  sees  children  from  two  to 
three  o’clock  each  Friday  afternoon  and  special  cases  may 
be  seen  by  him  at  9-30  eaeh  morning  if  necessary. 

The  School  Nurse  is  in  attendance  each  day  from  9 
to  9-30  and  from  4-30  to  5-30  (except  Saturday)  as  well  as 
from  2 to  3 on  Fridays. 
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PART  VIII. 

SANITATION  OF  SCHOOL  BUILDINGS. 

A complete  survey  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
elementary  schools  with  remarks  on  defects  and  suggestions 
for  improvement  will  be  found  in  my  Annual  Report  for 
1910. 


During  1913  structural  work  has  been  carried  out  as 
follows  : — 

Carlinghow  Boys  School.  One  new  window  inserted  and  two 
existing  windows  made  larger  by  increasing  the  lower  portion 
of  each  two  feet. 

A new  Infants  School  has  been  completed  and  opened 
at  Mill  Lane,  Hanging  Heaton,  to  accommodate  180  at  a cost 
of  £4,000.  The  following  extract  from  a local  newspaper 
which  gave  an  account  of  the  Opening  Ceremony  may  be 
quoted  : — 

“ It  was  found  necessary  to  remove,  the  master’s  house, 
“ which  stood  at  the  corner  of  Bromley  Street  and  Mill  Lane. 
“ The  playgrounds  continued  level  practically  to  Bromley 
“ Street,  and  it  was  necessary  to  remove  the  hugh  bank  of 
“ earth  before  building  operations  could  be  carried  out.  The 
“ lower  ground  floor  of  the  school  is  to  be  utilised  for  a 
“ meeting  room,  and  as  occasion  arises  can  be  used  as  class - 
“ rooms  as  the  same  are  in  accordance  with  the  Board’s 
“ requirements.  The  accommodation1  in  the  lower  ground 
“ floor  consists  of  separate  entrance,  and  includes  three  class- 
“ rooms  provided  by  movable  screens.  The  ground  floor  is 
“ connected  with  this  section  of  the  building  by  an  easy 
“ staircase  finishing  in  the  main  entrance  hall.  Adjoining 
“ the  old  parts  of  the  building  a central  hall  has  been 
“ erected,  with  direct  connection  to  the  new  and  old  parts, 
“ so  that  the  same  can  be  used  for  either  infants  or  mixed 
“class  purposes.’’ 

; i; 

“ The  infants  accommodation  provides  babies’  room,  three 
“ class-rooms,  book  stores,  and  conveniences.  A special 
“ feature  of  the  class-rooms  is  the  cross  ventilation  which  is 
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“ obtained.  The  teachers’  accommodation  consists  of  two 
“ retiring  rooms  on  the  first  floor  with  conveniences.  The 
“ heating  apparatus  is  under  the  new  part  of  the  building, 
“and  controls  the  new  and  old  portions.’’ 

“ To  the  existing  buildings,  various  alterations  have 
“ been  made,  including  refitting  of  the  internal  parts  in 
“ several  cases,  and  an  entirely  new  boy’s  cloak  room,  with 
“ separate  entrance  and  conveniences.  The  extension  of  the 
“ playground  has  been  formed  by  cutting  away  the  cliff  fac'e, 
“ and  building  the  same  in  two  tiers.  Dividing  walls  have 
“ been  erected,  completely  separating  the*  boys  and  girls 
“ playgrounds.  ’’ 

“ The  buildings  are  built  in  Delph  stone,  with  Hudders- 
“ field  stone  dressings,  and  the  roofs  are  slated  in  Westmore- 
“ land  slates.  The  woodwork  throughout  is  in  redwood, 
“ painted  and  grained,  whilst  the  plaster  work  consists  of 
“ parian  polished  dados,  with  all  corners  rounded.  A special 
“ feature  to  t,he  w'all  finish  is  the  blackboard  dado,  which! 
“ continues  round  the  whole  of  the  classrooms.  Glazed 
“ dados  to  classrooms  have  been  provided  to  a certain  height 
“ and  the  corridors,  cloak  rooms  and  lavatories,  have  been 
“ finished  in  this  material.  The  floors  ane  in  maple  boards, 
“ laid  on  felt  foundations,  and  the  flat  roofs  are  finished  in 
“ rock  asphalte.  The  painting  is  finished  in  simple  colours, 
“ and  the  playgrounds  are  newly  asphalted,  including  both 
“ new  and  old  parts.” 

The  new  school  is  a distinct  improvement  upon  the 
existing  types  of  school  buildings  in  the  Borough. 

It  is  better  ventilated  and  lighted  and  is  thus  a great 
step  forward  in  the  direction  of  the  modern  type  of  hygienic 
school. 

It  should  be  pointed  out  however  as  a matter  of  record 
that  whilst  there  is  no  desire  to  sound  a note  of  discord  there 
are  certain  features  in  connection  with  this  school  which  do 
not  conform  to  up-to-date  ideas  of  sanitation. 
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It  was  decided  at  a meeting  of  the  School  Management 
and  Finance  Committee  held  on  October  6th  1913  that  a new 
school  be  erected  on  the  site  recently  acquired  in  Healey 
Lane  and  situated  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  to  the 
existing  school  and  that  accommodation  be  provided  for  200 
boys. 

The  School  Medical  Officer  was  asked  to  submit  sug- 
gestions for  the  design  a^nd  erection  of  the  proposed  school 
from  the  hygienic  standpoint.  In  conformity  with  this  desire 
a report  was  prepared  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  dated 
November  12th  and  was  presented  to  the  School  Manage- 
ment and  Finance  Committee  at  its  meeting  on  November 
17th. 


It  is  unnecessary  here  to  quote  that  report  in  detail  it 
being  sufficient  to  state  that  the  Pavilion  Type  of  School 
was  the  one  recommended. 

It  was  very  gratifying  to  find  from  the  Report  of  the 
Chief  Medical  Officer  to  the  Board  of  Education  issued  about 
the  middle  of  December  that  many  of  the  recommendations 
made  to  the  Batley  School  Management  Committee  by  its 
School  Medical  Officer  were  the  same  as  Sir  George  Newman 
pointed  out  as  desirable  of  attainment  by  Local  Education 
Authorities  in  his  Report. 

An  illustration  was  also  given  of  a school  which  was 
held  up  as  an  example  of  a model  building  and  this  school 
was  one  of  those  amongst  others  which  the  Batley  School 
Medical  Officer  had  previously  recommended  his  Committee 
to  inspect.  i I ! 

It  would  be  an  advantage  if  an  improvement  was  made 
in  the  ventilation  of  some  of  the  schools.  As  an  example  it 
may  be  stated  that  during  the  year  I several  times  had 
complaints  from  the  head  master  of  Park  Road  Boys  School. 
Here  boys  suffered  from  head  aches,  drowsiness,  and  became 
very  sleepy  owing  entirely  to  want  of  a proper  supply  of 
fresh  air.  Attention  was  drawn  to  this  defect  in  1910.  The 
remedy  would  not  be  a costly  one  and  it  is  admitted  that 
unless  school  children  work  under  proper  hygienic  conditions 
the  best  work  will  not  be  done  by  them. 
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PART  IX. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Blind,  Deaf,  Mentally  and  Physically  Defective  and  Epileptic 

Children.  No  action  has  been  necessary  during  1913  with 
respect  to  any  children  thus  affected. 

The  three  deaf  boys  who  were  sent  to  the  Leeds  School 
and  Home  for  Blind  and  Deaf  Children  in  January  1912  have 
continued  in  attendance  there  during  1913.  Their  cost  to  the 
Education  Committee  per  annum  is  as  follows  : — 

Two  day  students  at  £6  6s.  Od.  and  cost  of  Pass  £3  6s.  Od. 
One  Boarder  at  £32  per  annum  towards  which  sum  the 
parents  contribute  2s.  6d.  per  week. 

The  desirability  of  forming  a special  class  or  classes  for 
dull  and  backward  children  I again  mention  as  a matter  which 
I think  worthy  of  consideration. 

Temperance  and  Physical  Exercises.  The  teaching  given 
previously  to  the  scholars  is  continued. 

Hygiene.  I have  several  times  previously  discussed  the  de- 
sirability of  teaching  the  elements  of  this  science  to  the 
older  girls  and  the  suitability  of  the  two  Nurses  in  the 
service  of  the  Corporation  for  this  purpose.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary to  again  enlarge  upon  it.  An  increasing  number  of  towns 
yearly  make  use  of  their  Nurse’s  services  in  this  respect. 

Open  Air  Schools.  The  same  remarks  as  to  previous  refer- 
ences apply  here  and  facilities  are  ready  to  hand  when  it  is 
decided  to  make  use  of  them. 

At  some  of  the  schools  during  suitable  weather  classes 
are  taught  in  the  open. 

An  opportunity  which  should  not  be  lost  presents  itself 
for  the  construction  of  a building  on  modern  hygienic  lines 
in  the  case  of  the  proposed  new  boy’s  school  at  Healey. 

Cost  of  Medical  Inspection.  Including  every  item  of  ex- 
penditure, salaries  &c. , the  cost  to  the  ratepayers  has  been 
approximately  one  halfpenny  in  the  pound.  From  this  should 
be  deducted  the  sum  of  £69  3s.  9d.  previously  mentioned 
which  was  received  as  grant  from  the  Board  of  Education 
the  cost  being  thus  further  reduced  and  approaching  a 
farthing  in  the  pound. 
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